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• Increasing number of investment disputes: 
Over 130 economies (of which some 80 developing countries, including 18 least developed) have so far 
faced treaty-based international investment disputes. The number is much higher if based on investment 
contracts and national investment laws are considered. 

• High costs and long duration of ISDS proceedings: 
ISDS cases involve high costs for respondent economies and raise concerns about the use of public funds.

• Lack of financial and human resources including experience/capacity: 
Many developing and least developed countries do not have sufficient financial resources and human 
capacity to deal effectively with highly complex issues of international investment law. They often face 
difficulties obtaining quality legal representation to help with the defense.

 Technical assistance and capacity-building with regard to international investment 
dispute resolution 

 Legal advice and support with regard to international investment dispute 
proceedings 

…to primarily least developed and developing countries

Advisory Centre on International Investment Dispute Resolution
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Article 6 
Technical assistance and capacity-building 
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Article 7 
Legal advice and support with regard to international investment 
dispute proceedings  

Priority in access to services:

AC, shall in principle give priority to 
Members that are least developed countries 
as reflected in the list maintained by the 
United Nations,, followed by other Members 
in accordance with the regulations adopted 
by the Governing Committee. 



Agenda item 4
Statute of the Advisory Centre on 
International Investment Dispute 
Resolution 

• Summary of the third meeting on the operationalization of the 
Advisory Centre and updates to the Statute: A/CN.9/1265

• A note by the Secretariat on issues relating to the 
operationalization of the Advisory Centre – interim secretariat: 
A/CN.9/1266 

• A note by the Secretariat on issues relating to the 
operationalization of the Advisory Centre on International 
Investment Dispute Resolution – article 9 of the Statute and a 
draft decision by the Commission: A/CN.9/1268



Agenda item 4
Finalization of the Statute of the Advisory Centre on International Investment 
Dispute Resolution 
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• After the adoption of the Statute in principle by the Commission in July 2024, further work 
was carried out to operationalize the Advisory Centre - 3 informal meetings were held in 
Bangkok (December 2024), Yerevan (May 2025) and Paris (December 2025).

• Most of the issues have been resolved during that process and the draft Statute has two key 
pending issues on: 

 (i) location(s) of the Centre; and 

 (ii) thresholds for entry into force.
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Operationalization issues 
• Ways to establish the Advisory Centre within the United Nations system – as a 

related organization and based on extrabudgetary resources

• Location(s) of the headquarters and/or regional offices 

• Classification of Members of the Advisory Centre for priority purposes – LDCs and 
others

• Amount of contributions by member States of the Advisory Centre and methods of 
payment (notional budget of $ 4.5 million) – Annex 

• Thresholds of membership (20 including 5 LDCs) and financial contributions for the 
entry into force of the Statute

• Anticipated mandate and functions of the interim secretariat 

• Any amendments to the Statute
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Article 9 
Legal status and liability

See A/CN.9/1268 for possible revisions 
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See A/CN.9/1268 for possible revisions 
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Article 13 
Entry into force



Agenda item 4 – Interim secretariat
A/CN.9/1266 
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• Role: to carry out preparatory and administrative tasks until Centre becomes operational 

• Funding: extrabudgetary / voluntary contributions 

• Legal basis / mandate



Finalization and adoption process
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2026
 29 June-10 July: UNCITRAL 59th session; Commission to finalize all remaining aspects in the 

Statute and to make recommendations
 Oct-Dec: Consideration of the Statute by the 6th Committee and adoption by the General 

Assembly along with a resolution

2027 onwards
 Statute open for signature – possible signing ceremony
 Receipt of voluntary contribution  - start operation of the interim secretariat
 Entry into force of the Statute
 Commencement of operation of the Centre – first meeting of the Governing Committee
 Incorporation of the Statute as a Protocol to the MIIR



Finalization and adoption process
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Thank you for your attention!

uncitral@un.org

mailto:uncitral@un.org
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