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I. Introduction  

 

1. This report is on the UNCITRAL Latin American and Caribbean Days (“the LAC Days”) 
2025, which is the sixth edition of those Days (the first edition was held in 2020). It was held 
under the theme “UNCITRAL Instruments as Enabler of End-to-End Trade Digitalization”. 
 
2. After providing background information on the UNCITRAL Days in general, including 
their earlier editions and different regional series, the report highlights the objectives, 
deliverables and outcomes of the LAC Days 2025. It includes a snapshot of host jurisdictions 
and the number of events and participants per jurisdiction, charts with some statistics and an 
annex with a brief summary of the academic events. 

 
3. The following acronyms are used throughout the report:  

a. “ABMCJ/ES” means the Brazilian Association of Women in Legal Career, 
Espirito Santo Chapter;  

b. “CLOUT” means Case Law on UNCITRAL texts;  

c. “Commission” means the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law (UNCITRAL);  

d. “EDRIN” means the School of High Learnings in Law and International Relations;  

e. “FAPES” means the Foundation Supporting Investigation and Innovation of 
Espirito Santo; 

f. “GDIP” means the Group of Studies on International Private Law; 

g. “IIDF” means Instituto Iberoamericano de Derecho y Finanzas; 

h. “ISDS” means Investor-State Dispute Settlement; 

i. “LABCODEX” means the Laberinto da Codificacao do Direito Processual 
Internacional; 

j. “LAC” means the Latin American and Caribbean region; 

k. “MSMEs” means Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises; 

l. “OAS” means the Organization of American States;  

m. “PUCC” means the Pontificial Catholic University of Chile, 

n. “PUCP” means the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru; 

o. “PUCMM” means Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra; 

p. “SOVEDEM” means the Venezuela Society on International Trade Law; 

q. “UBA” means Universidad de Buenos Aires; 

r. “UFMG” means Federal University of Minas Gerais;  
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s. “ULACIT” means the Latin American University of Science and Technology; 

t. “UnB” means University of Brasilia; 

u. “UNCITRAL AP Days” means the UNCITRAL Days in Asia and the Pacific; 

v. “UNCITRAL RCAP” means the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the 
Pacific;  

w. “UNIANDES” means the University of the Andes; 

x. “UNICOC” means Colegio Jurídico and Social Sciences of Colombia; 

y. “UNIFERT” means the Centre of Assisted Human Reproduction; 

z. “UFES” means the Federal University of Espirito Santo;  

aa. “USAL” means Universidad del Salvador; 

bb. “ULP” means Universidad Nacional de la Plata; 

cc. “USFQ” means Universidad San Franciso de Quito; 

dd. “UWI” means University of West Indies; 

UNCITRAL Texts 

ee. “New York Convention” means the Convention on the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York, 1958); 

ff. “the Hamburg Rules” means the United Nations Convention on the Carriage of 
Goods by Sea (Hamburg 1978); 

gg. “CISG” means the UN Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of 
Goods (Vienna 1980); 

hh. “MLCBI” means UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency (1997); 

ii. “MLEC” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce (1996); 

jj. “MLES” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Signature (2001); 

kk. “ECC” means the UN convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in 
International Contracts (New York 2005); 

ll. ““MAL” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial 
Arbitration (1985), with amendments as adopted in 2006; 

mm. the Rotterdam Rules” means the United Nations Convention on Contracts for 
the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea (New York 2008); 

nn. “MLST” means UNCITRAL Model Law on Secured Transactions (2016); 

oo. “MLETR” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Transferable 
Records (2017); 

pp. “Singapore Convention on Mediation” means the United Nations Convention on 
International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation (New York 2018); 
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qq. “MLIJ” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on n Recognition and Enforcement 
of Insolvency-Related Judgments (2018); 

rr. “the Beijing Convention on the Judicial Sales of Ships” means the United Nations 
Convention on the International Effects of Judicial Sales of Ships (New York, 
2022); 

ss. “MLIT” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on the Use and Cross-border 
Recognition of Identity Management and Trust Services (2022); 

tt. “Code of Conduct” means the UNCITRAL Code of Conduct for Arbitrators in 
International Investment Dispute Resolution (2023): 

uu. “MLAC” means the UNCITRAL Model Law on Automated Contracting (2024); 

vv. “MLWR” means UNCITRAL-UNIDROIT Model Law on Warehouse Receipts 
(2024); and 

ww.  “the Accra Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents” means the United 
Nations Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents (New York, 2025);  

 
II. Background information on the UNCITRAL Days 

 
4. The “UNCITRAL Days” are a flagship annual series of regional events that the 
secretariat of UNCITRAL co-hosts with partner institutions of higher learning (hereinafter, 
“partner institutions”). Conceived as an annual celebration of the establishment of UNCITRAL 
by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 2205 (XXI) on 17 December 1966, 
they were first launched as a regional event in 2014 by the UNCITRAL RCAP (“the 
UNCITRAL AP Days”). The UNCITRAL AP Days have become a success and led to the 
launch of the UNCITRAL LAC Days in 2020 followed by the UNCITRAL Africa Days in 
2022 and the UNCITRAL Days in the Arab States (on a pilot basis in 2023 and as the first 
edition in 2024).  

 
5. The UNCITRAL Days aim to increase awareness of UNCITRAL texts generally and 
foster study, research and discussions by the participants of specific topics related to 
UNCITRAL’s work. They are aimed at and involve young legal scholars, law students and 
young legal professionals (i.e., the next generation of legal practitioners, academics and 
policymakers) who, in their respective capacities, may well become essential participants in, 
contributors to, and proponents of the work of UNCITRAL in the future. 
 
6. The events under the UNCITRAL Days are organised throughout a given year by the 
partner institutions, with the support of the UNCITRAL secretariat. These events are academic 
in nature. The partner institutions that take the lead in organizing them typically focus for each 
edition on an area of commercial law identified as being of significant importance in their 
jurisdiction under an overarching theme suggested by and coordinated with the UNCITRAL 
secretariat. Participation in the UNCITRAL Days is free. 
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7. Since their inception, the UNCITRAL Days in all regions have reached many thousands 
of participants (students, professors, researchers, practitioners and, as applicable, government 
officials). Their deliverables (lectures, presentations, focused workshops, etc.) have increased 
awareness of UNCITRAL’s work and international trade law issues in general, which in turn 
led to increased participation in UNCITRAL’s work by States of these regions and assisted 
them in their consideration of UNCITRAL texts for domestic commercial law reform.  
 
8. The Commission has welcomed the continued expansion of the secretariat’s engagement 
with academic partners geared toward students, young researchers and practitioners in 
international trade law and has extended its congratulations to all participants and hosts of the 
UNCITRAL Days.1 

 
 

III. The 2025 LAC Days edition: key highlights 
 

List of events, hosting institutins and countries2 

 
Ref.# Country Partner 

Organization 
Dates Topic Language 

1 Brazil Law School, 
University of 
Sao Pablo 

27 August Cross-border 
Insolvency 

Portuguese 

2 Argentina Facultad de 
Ciencias 
Legales, USAL  

23 October ISDS Reform Spanish 

3 Chile PUCC 5 November Electronic 
commerce and 
ISDS Reform 

Spanish 

4 Mexico Centro 
Universitario de 
la Ciénaga, 
Universidad de 
Guadalajara and 
Legal Affairs 
Office, 
Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs 
of Mexico 

5 November Electronic 
commerce and 
Dispute 
Settlement 

Spanish 

5 Argentina Observatorio de 
Relaciones 
Internacionales, 
Facultad de 
Derecho y 
Ciencias 
Sociales, ULP 

11 November International 
Transport Law, 
electronic 
commerce and 
CLOUT 

Spanish 

 
1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-Eight Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/78/17), paras. 237-239. 
2 See description of events in the Annex 
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6 Peru Instituto de 
Estudios 
Internacionales, 
PUCP 

13 November MSMEs and 
secured 
transaction 

Spanish 

7 Panama Facultad de 
Derecho y 
Ciencias 
Políticas, 
Universidad of 
Panama 

19 November Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

8 Ecuador Colegio de 
Jurisprudencia, 
USFQ 

19 November Transport law 
and electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

9 Argentina Departamento 
de Economía y 
Derecho 
Empresarial, 
Facultad de 
Derecho, UBA 

20 November Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

10 Dominican 
Republic 

Escuela de 
Derecho, 
PUCMM 

20 November Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

11 Costa Rica Universidad 
Latinoamericana 
de Ciencia y 
Tecnología 

21 November International 
Mediation and 
dispute 
resolution in the 
digital 
economy 

Spanish 

12 Colombia Programa de 
Derecho, 
Colegio Jurídico 
y de Ciencias 
Sociales 

26 November Electronic 
commerce, 
online dispute 
resolution and 
MSMEs 

Spanish 

13 Guatemala Escuela de 
Estudios de 
Postgrados, 
Facultad de 
Derecho y 
Ciencias 
Sociales, 
Universidad San 
Carlos de 
Guatemala 

27 November Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

14 Venezuela Programa de 
Postgrados en 
Derecho 
Internacional 
Privado, 
Universidad 
Central de 
Venezuela 

27 November Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 
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15 Chile Departamentos 
de Derecho 
Económico, 
Empresa y 
Relaciones 
Internacionales, 
Facultad de 
Derecho, 
Universidad de 
Chile 

2 December Electronic 
Commerce 

Spanish 

16 Colombia Universidad 
Externado de 
Colombia 

2 December Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

17 El Salvador Instituto 
Diplomático Dr. 
Gustavo 
Guerrero, 
Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

11-12 
December 

Electronic 
commerce 

Spanish 

18 Argentina Programa de 
Derecho, 
Universidad 
CEMA 

11 December Electronic 
commerce, 
international 
contract for the 
sales of goods 
and dispute 
settlement in 
the digital 
economy 

Spanish 

19 Brazil Federal 
University of 
Spirito Santo 

11 December Electronic 
commerce, 
gender equality 
and MSMEs 

Portuguese and 
Spanish 

20 Trinidad and 
Tobago 

UWI, Saint 
Agustine 
Campus, Faculty 
of Law 

16 December Insolvency  English 

21 Argentina, 
Chile, 
Colombia, 
Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, 
Mexico and 
Dominican 
Republic 

Instituto 
Iberoamericano 
de Derecho y 
Finanzas 

17 December Insolvency and 
secured 
transactions 

Spanish 

22 Colombia Facultad de 
Derecho, 
Universidad de 
los Andes 

5 March Electronic 
commerce  

Spanish 

 
 
Format of events and support of the UNCITRAL secretariat 
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9. The format of events has remained flexible and varied according to the capacity and 
preference of partner institutions, ranging from informal in-class discussions to international 
academic conferences. Events range from one half to two-days and take place in person, hybrid 
or online format.3  
 

 
 
 
10. Members of the UNCITRAL secretariat have supported these events by delivering 
presentations online (in English, Portuguese4 and Spanish) and participating actively in the 
Q&A segments. All these events were opened by a welcome message from the Secretary of 
UNCITRAL, with the exception of UNCITRAL LAC DAYS-Chile, organized by the PUCC. 
In that event, the Secretary of UNCITRAL delivered closing remarks in person. 
 
11. For this edition, UNCITRAL legal officers in charge of specific subject areas met with 
panelists before delivering presentations to explain in detail provisions on UNCITRAL texts 
on electronic commerce, 5  international transport 6  and insolvency. 7  These personalized 
meetings increased awareness of the legislative process that led to the adoption of the texts and 
deepened understanding of UNCITRAL work and its texts. As some of the panelists were also 
professors who teach those subjects in their courses, these meetings also encouraged discussion 
with students on how UNCITRAL texts could bring solutions in  their jurisdictions.  

 
12. Additionally, whenever a university organizes an UNCITRAL LAC DAY for the first 
time, members of the UNCITRAL secretariat deliver a general presentation about UNCITRAL, 

 
3 Links to videos of events shared with the UNCITRAL secretariat are available in the Annex.  
4 UNCITRAL LAC Days Brazil organized by UFES and LABCODEX. 
5 MLAC, MLIT, Guide on legal issues relating to the use of distributed ledger technology in trade (2025) and Taxonomy of legal issues 
related to the digital economy (2023). 
6 The Accra Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents. 
7 Asset Tracing and Recovery in Insolvency Proceedings: UNCITRAL Toolkit and Background Note (2025). 

Modality and Format of Events

online

hybrid

in person
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covering its mandate, composition, work methods, instruments, and CLOUT for ease of 
reference. For this edition, some of the UNCITRAL LAC DAY events were followed by 
informative information on how to become a CLOUT partner. 

 
13. This edition was comprised of a total of 22 events. 19 were held in Spanish, two in 
Portuguese and one in English. The UNCITRAL secretariat was able to provide support in all 
these languages directly or through the assistance of experts. A greater regional accessibility 
and multilingualism was achieved in the UNCITRAL LAC Days 2025. 

 
Participation, audience diversity and gender parity 

 
14. As shown in the graphs below, this edition attracted fewer jurisdictions than in previous 
years (13) and was composed of fewer events (22). This is partly because of the specialised 
theme for this edition “UNCITRAL Instruments as Enabler of End-to-End Trade 
Digitalization”, which narrowed down the number of events and academic partners. This 
edition was composed primarily of expert discussions on the status of implementation of 
UNCITRAL texts in the region with fewer classroom discussions with students. Additionally, 
most universities in this edition include UNCITRAL subjects in their curriculum. This allows 
for continuing education on UNCITRAL work among future generations of trade leaders. 
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15. According to the statistics shared by organizers8, the number of participants in the LAC 
Days 2025 decreased, with 2,108 participants,9 which is lower than the record number reached 
in the 2024 edition but slightly above the level of participants in previous editions (2023). The 
data includes synchronous and asynchronous participants (Facebook/YouTube university 
channels), including followers of UNCITRAL social media channels (LinkedIn/Facebook/X), 
where the information was circulated. 
 

 

 
8 In couple of events statistics were not available. 
9 In comparison, the 2020 edition had over 1,000 participants, with some events reproduced 1,500 times on Facebook; the 2021 edition reached 
1,428 participants; the 2022 edition reached 1,233 participants; the 2023 edition reached 2,077 participants and the 2024 edition reached 3,089 
participants. 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

No. of jurisdictions No. of events

2020 2021 20222 2023 2024 2025

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Number of partner institutions

Universities Institutions



 

12 
 

 
 
16. The 2025 edition was welcomed in the region, building on the success of earlier editions. 
Technology has continued to boost participation by overcoming geographical limitations and 
helping to bypass the resource limitations associated with the organisation of in-person 
activities. Most of the events continued to be held online, enabling the participation of 
audiences from across the LAC region and beyond, covering developed, developing and small 
island developing States. Many high-level events 10  were organised in a hybrid format to 
include online participation of expert attendees from around region.  
 
17. Most of the events continued to be designed for law students and members of academia, 
but some included additional stakeholders, such as legislators, policymakers and legal 
practitioners. Thus, the audience was diverse, with approx. 60% of the participants being 
women, based on statistics provided by co-organizers where gender-disaggregated data was 
available.11  

 
18. In addition, this edition included two events dedicated to analysing the contribution of 
women entrepreneurs in cross-border trade. First, the UNCITRAL LAC Days Peru, organized 
by the Institute of International Studies, Pontificia Universidad Católica of Peru, invited a 
research professor and expert from the Inter-American Commission on Women to analyse and 
report on the ongoing work to advance women’s economic rights in the region. Second, the 
UNCITRAL LAC Days-Brazil, organized by the Federal University of Espirito Santo 
collaborated with the Brazilian Association of Women in Legal Career-Chapter Espirito Santo 
to encourage female participation in legal research. 
 

 
10 For example, the Legal Affairs Office at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador organised an academic event with the participation 
of high-level representatives from the Ministry of Economy, the National Commission on Digital Assets, the National Commission on Micro 
and Small Business, the Supreme Court of Justice and the Customs Administration; the Office of the Legal Adviser at the Secretariat of 
Foreign Relations in Mexico collaborated with the organization of the LAC Days Mexico, the PUCP in Peru, organised an academic event 
with the participation of the Department of International Law, the OAS and the Inter-American Commission on Women. 
11 This pattern was broadly repeated throughout this edition. 
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* Based on statistics provided by co-organizers where gender breakdown was available 
 
19. The panellists have continued to include academics, practitioners, government officials, 
legislators, and members of the judiciary who have written about UNCITRAL instruments and 
participated in UNCITRAL activities such as its Working Groups, colloquia and expert 
meetings, amongst others. More than half of the expert speakers were academics, followed by 
legal practitioners, entrepreneurs, policymakers, members of the judiciary and legislators. 
Diversity among panellists brought new perspectives, including ways of raising awareness and 
advocating for the incorporation of UNCITRAL texts in national and regional legal 
frameworks. 
 
20. The LAC Days 2025 offered a platform for participating stakeholders to review existing 
legal frameworks, identify legal gaps, exchange experiences and best practices, and increase 
their understanding of how UNCITRAL texts can enable a legal climate for sustainable 
economic growth and investment. The discussions contributed to the (further) development of 
academic curricula based on UNCITRAL texts.  
 
Supporting progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals  

21. In 2015 the United Nations Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which included 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs are an 
urgent call for action by all countries in a global partnership and an acknowledgement that 
ending poverty and other deprivation must go hand in hand with strategies that improve health 
and education, reduce inequality and spur economic growth.12 Aiming to improve education 
and increase awareness of UNCITRAL's mandate and legislative work, the UNCITRAL Days 
in all regions, including the LAC Days, have reinforced UNCITRAL’s contribution to 
achieving the SDGs by countries in areas related to the theme for each event.13 
 

 
12 Information on the implementation progress and SDGs in general is available here https://sdgs.un.org/goals  
13 For additional information on how UNCITRAL texts supports SDGs, see https://uncitral.un.org/en/about/sdg 
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22. In particular, over the years, the UNCITRAL Days have built effective partnerships 
with governments, members of the judiciary and the academia, legislators, policymakers, 
regional and international organizations, United Nations specialized agencies, professional 
bodies, and chambers of commerce. These partnerships have created a platform for reinforcing 
UNCITRAL’s direct engagement with stakeholders in this region and beyond. For instance, 
members of the  Secretary of OAS participated as panellists in events and co-sponsored 
academic activities. Thus, the LAC DAYS have therefore contributed to the accomplishment 
of SDG 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 
Sustainable Development by strengthening long-term partnerships with regional organisations 
active in international law. 

 
23. The subjects discussed in the LAC Days 2025  “UNCITRAL instruments as enabler of 
end-to-end trade digitalization” were of direct relevance to: 

SDG 9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure: Build resilient infrastructure, promote 
inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation 
 
Target 9.3: Increase the access of small-scale industrial and other enterprises, in 
particular in developing countries, to financial services, including affordable credit, and 
their integration into value chains and markets. 
 

24. In addtion, the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce (1996) provides rules 
for the equal treatment of electronic and paper-based information. The UNCITRAL Model 
Law on Electronic Signatures (2001) enables and facilitates the use of electronic signatures by 
establishing criteria of technical reliability of the equivalence between electronic and hand-
written signatures. The United Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications 
in International Contracts (2005) removes formal obstacles to the wide use of electronic 
communications by establishing equivalence between the electronic and written form in 
international contracts. Together these texts ensure that electronic transactions are legally 
recognized and enforceable, promoting confidence and efficiency in international trade, and 
ultimately supporting the rule of law.14  
 

IV. Conclusions and way forward 
 
25. This edition reaffirmed the commitment of host universities and partners to include 
UNCITRAL topics in the curriculum of universities, which will allow for continuing education 
and updates on UNCITRAL legislative work for future generations of leaders in international 
trade law. To facilitate in-depth discussions during LAC Days’ events, the UNCITRAL 
secretariat encourages participants to take online training modules on UNCITRAL texts prior 
to the event.15 

 
14 Role of UNCITRAL in promoting the rule of law at the national and international levels, Note by the Secretariat (A/CN.9/1223, para. 14.  
15 This is the webpage for registration https://uncitral.un.org/en/onlinecourses  

https://uncitral.un.org/en/onlinecourses
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26. The sixth edition of the LAC Days highlighted 

 
a. Continued interest across the region in how UNCITRAL texts on electronic 

commerce can facilitate the creation of an enabling legal environment for the 
use of electronic transferable records in regional supply chains and trade 
finance, including through the implementation of MLETR. This trend is 
reflected, for example, in:  

i. (i) El Salvador’s accession to the ECC on 17 July 2025, which entered into 
force for El Salvador on 1 February 2026; and 
(ii) ongoing discussions in Colombia and Peru on legislative initiatives 
based on the MLETR. 
 

b. Growing efforts across the region to harmonize legal frameworks governing 
the international shipment of goods and related matters. Relevant developments 
include: 
 
(i) Panama’s signature of the Beijing Convention on the Judicial Sales of Ships 
on 4 March 2025 and its ratification on 19 March 2026 (the Convention will 
enter into force for Panama on 15 September 2026); 

 
(ii) Brazil’s signature of the same Convention on 17 April 2025; 

 
(iii) Barbados’s ratification of that Convention in May 2025, which entered into 
force for Barbados on 17 February 2026; and 

 

27. (iv) Ecuador’s ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Carriage of Goods 
by Sea (Hamburg Rules) on 31 July 2025, which will enter into force for Ecuador on 
1 August 2026.The 2025 edition again provided an opportunity for all interested 
stakeholders to acquire better knowledge of MLIT and MLAC and become better 
prepared for the use of those texts once their respective jurisdictions have enacted 
them. 

28. In addition, the following institutions participated and have shown an increased 
interest in insolvency and secured transactions in the region: the School for Judges in 
San Pablo, the IIDF and the Insolvency Authority of Trinidad and Tobago. 

 
 

*********** 
 

The UNCITRAL secretariat is grateful to all organizers and participants and to all those who 
supported the organization of the LAC Days 2025 for their level of engagement and enthusiasm. 
It is hoped that the LAC Days 2026 will be welcomed in the region with renewed enthusiasm 
and an increased level of engagement.  
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For institutions interested in co-organizing an UNCITRAL Days 2026 event, please contact 
the UNCITRAL secretariat at uncitral@un.org and/or register by visiting UNCITRAL DAYS 
webpage https://uncitral.un.org/en/uncitral-days    
 
 
 

  

mailto:uncitral@un.org
https://uncitral.un.org/en/uncitral-days
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Annex: Brief summary of events 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Brazil 
 

(Sao Pablo, Brazil, 27 August 2025) 
 

The UNCITRAL LAC Days event in Brazil entitled “The UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-
Border Insolvency and its Impact in Brazil” was organized by the Law School of the University 
of São Paulo, in cooperation with the School of Judges of the Court of Justice of the State of 
São Paulo.  

In 2020 Brazil enacted legislation based on the MLCBI. After 5 years of enactment, Brazilian 
courts have already dealt with some significant cross-border cases. During this academic event, 
experts analysed the history of enactment and the modifications to the MLCBI introduced by 
the Brazilian legislature. It also included  a debate on interpretation challenges. Then, in a 
dedicated segment, judges from first and second-instance courts and insolvency practitioners 
discussed international cooperation under the MLCBI. 

Outreach: The event gathered 49 participants, including students, lawyers, insolvency 
practitioners, judges, academics, and prosecutors. Judges, both as panelists and as attendees, 
repeatedly stressed the importance of initiatives such as this one for raising awareness and 
building institutional capacity in the field of cross-border insolvency. Professors from the 
university contributed to the translation of UNCITRAL educational texts on cross-border 
insolvency into Portuguese.  
 

 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina  
 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina, 23 October, 2025) 
 
The UNCITRAL LAC Days event in Argentina entitled “UNCITRAL Proposals on ISDS” was 
organized by the Faculty of Legal Sciences, USAL, in collaboration with the Faculty of Law 
of the National University of Rosario (Argentina), the Universidad of Valladolid (Spain) and 
the Stock Exchange of Rosario. 
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Professors and researchers from the Chairs of International Economy Law, Private 
International Law and Public International Law of both universities in Argentina examined 
elements of transparency in the Code of Conduct. Prior to the event, professors and researchers 
attended an explanatory meeting with the UNCITRAL secretariat to be updated on the 
UNCITRAL instruments resulting from the work of UNCITRAL Working Group III ( ISDS 
reform). Additionally, students attending this event were requested to complete mandatory 
reading on the ongoing legislative work of UNCITRAL Working Group III and UNCITRAL 
legislative texts in this  area. 
 
 Outreach: This event brought together 37 participants, including professors, researchers and 
students from two universities in Argentina, experts from Universidad Valladolid (Spain) and 
practitioners from the Rosario Stock Exchange. It updated stakeholders involved in the 
University’s research program on the newly adopted UNCITRAL texts on ISDS.  
 
 

 
 

 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Chile 
 

(Santiago de Chile, Chile, 5 November 2025) 
 

The UNCITRAL LAC Days event in Chile entitled “UNCITRAL Instruments as Promoting 
End-to-End Trade Digitalization” was organized by the PUCC. 

This academic event consisted of two panels. In the first panel, regional experts on tokenized 
assets presented Colombia’s experience in trade finance and in facilitating access to credit 
through tokenization. This was followed by a presentation of the President of Fintech Chile, 
who analyzed the main features of Chile’s fintech legislation, including its provisions on virtual 
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financial assets. The second panel focused on dispute settlement in the digital economy. The 
Chief Executive Officer of Resolbit, a Chilean SaaS-based collaboration platform for resolving 
disputes between consumers and merchants, explained how the platform operates and its 
impact on access to justice.  

This event concluded with an in-person address by the Secretary of UNCITRAL, who was in 
Santiago de Chile attending the ninth intersessional meeting of UNCITRAL Working Group 
III. The address provided an opportunity to update stakeholders on the progress of Working 
Group III and explain the ISDS reform elements adopted by the Commission. 

 
Outreach: 50 law students, young practitioners, members of the judiciary, legislators and 
policymakers attended this event.  

 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Mexico 
 

(Guadalajara, Mexico,  5 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days entitled “The Role of UNCITRAL in the Digitalization of International 
Trade and the Development of Digital Law” was organized by Centro Universitario de la 
Ciénega, University of Guadalajara and the Legal Affairs Office of the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico.  

This full-day event aimed to raise awareness of key instruments adopted by the Commission 
to facilitate the use of new technologies in cross-border trade, including electronic commerce, 
automated contracting, cross-border recognition of identity management and trust services, as 
well as mediation and arbitration. International experts and professors discussed how 
UNCITRAL instruments can modernize the legal framework for cross-border paperless trade 
in Mexico. Members of the Mexican delegation to UNCITRAL Working Groups on electronic 
commerce and dispute settlement shared their perspectives on the legislative processes leading 
to the adoption of UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce. In addition, experts from outside 
the region explained the main provisions of the MLIT and the MLAC. 

Outreach: This event reached 461 participants, including entrepreneurs, legal practitioners, 
professors and students. The organizers are also CLOUT partners. 



 

20 
 

The recording of this event is available in Spanish at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drf-
trgAPIw (82 views) and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7_nwrI_sOw  (78 views) 

 

 

 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina 
 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina, 11 November 2025) 
 
UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina entitled “International Transport, Trade Finance and Access 
to Credit for MSMEs” was organized by the Observatory on International Relations, Faculty 
of Legal and Social Sciences, ULP. 

This event was structured in three panels. The first panel showcased the experience of Peru in 
the digitalization of trade documents. Peru has recently created a Working Subgroup for the 
promotion of the electronic bill of lading implementation to promote the full adoption of the 
electronic bill of lading in Peru. Peru enacted legislation based on the MLEC and is considering 
a bill modelled after the MLETR. 

The second panel analyzed how UNCITRAL instruments for MSMEs could facilitate access 
to credit for micro and small enterprises. The third panel explained to students how to draft 
CLOUT abstracts. Professors from this university are CLOUT voluntary contributors on the 
CISG and the New York Convention. Argentina is a State Party to both UN Conventions. 

Outreach: 21 professors and students who are part of the university course on international 
trade law attended this event.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drf-trgAPIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drf-trgAPIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7_nwrI_sOw
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Peru  
 

(Lima, Peru, 13 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Peru entitled “Tools for Access to Credit for MSMEs” was co-
organized by the Institute of International Studies, PUCP, with the collaboration of the 
Department of International Law, Organization of American States.  

This event was comprised of a lecture on UNCITRAL instruments for MSMEs, followed by 
two panels: the first on access to credit for MSMEs and the second on the contribution of 
women entrepreneurs to the Peruvian economy. 

The first panel raised awareness of the UNCITRAL mandate to coordinate the work of 
organizations active in international trade law and encourage cooperation among them. This 
panel also illustrated the complementarity between a regional organization (OAS) and an 
international organization (UNCITRAL) on legislative projects. In this regard, UNCITRAL 
has coordinated and cooperated with the Inter-American Juridical Committee on different areas, 
such as warehouse receipt and secured transactions.  

The second panel examined the contribution of MSMEs to the Peruvian economy. Although 
MSMEs contribute significantly, access to credit remains a challenge for them due to multiple 
factors (e.g. complex financial legislation and collateral requirements). Experts discussed the 
potential of negotiable factoring to improve access to credit. This panel also included a 
presentation by the Inter-American Commission of Women on its ongoing efforts to advance 
women’s economic rights in the region. The discussion concluded highlighting the  gender 
dimension of UNCITRAL texts for MSMEs (e.g. Recommendations 1 and 2 of the 
UNCITRAL Guide on Access to Credit for Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(MSMEs) (2023)) 
. 
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Outreach: This event was attended by 35 participants, including students, professors, 
researchers, arbitrators, practitioners, experts from the public and private sectors, diplomats, 
legislators, entrepreneurs and MSMEs representatives.  
The recording of this event is available in Spanish at https://youtu.be/Xy52to_sQc4 
 

 

 
 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Panama 
 

(Panama City,  Panama, 19 November 2025) 
 
UNCITRAL LAC Days Panama entitled “UNCITRAL Instruments as Facilitators of the End-
to-End Digitalization of Trade” was organized by the Faculty of Law and Political Science of 
the University of Panama.  

 
Presentations by national experts highlighted Panama’s ongoing legislative initiatives on 
electronic commerce, data protection and civil procedure reform, and how UNCITRAL 
standards could support national digital transformation strategies. Next, an international  
addressed the main features of the ECC and its role in ensuring functional equivalence between 
paper-based and electronic trade documents in cross-border settings. Panama signed the ECC 
in 2007. 
 
Outreach: The event gathered 108 academics, judges, practitioners, students and public 
officials interested in digital trade law. It contributed to raising awareness on how UNCITRAL 
standards on electronic commerce could faciliate national reforms on cross-border palerless 
trade. 
The recording of the event is available in Spanish at University of Panama, Dirección de 
Cooperación Internacional y Asistencia Técnica - UNCITRAL LAC DAY - YouTube    
 

https://youtu.be/Xy52to_sQc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc2wc0B34e8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc2wc0B34e8
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Ecuador 
 

(Quito, Ecuador, 19 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Ecuador entitled “UNCITRAL Instruments as Enablers of the End-to-
End Trade Digitalization” was organized by the College of Jurisprudence of USFQ.  

 
This event started with a panel on the Hamburg Rules, with a focus on the contribution of the 
Hamburg Rules to the modernization of the liability regime for the international carriage of 
goods by sea in Ecuador. In July 2025 Ecuador ratified the Hamburg Rules, which entered into 
force in Ecuador in August 2026. Next, experts shared regional best practices in issuing 
electronic bills of lading based on UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce, including the 
MLEC and the MLETR. 
 
The discussions underscored the importance of UNCITRAL instruments in providing a 
coherent and technology-neutral legal framework for the digitalization of trade documentation. 
They also emphasized the significance of Ecuador’s recent ratification of the Hamburg Rules 
and ongoing efforts to develop legislation inspired by MLEC in the region 
 
Outreach: This event brought together 65 students, professors, legal practitioners and 
experts from the private sector.  
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UNCITRAL LAC DAYS  Argentina 
 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina, 20 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS-Argentina entitled “Instruments to the End-to-End Trade 
Digitalization” was co-organized by the Department of Economic and Enterprise Law, Faculty 
of Law, UBA, with the collaboration of the Public College of Lawyers of Buenos Aires (CABA) 
 
This event examined opportunities and challenges related to the digitalization of trade. It started 
by discussing how the use of artificial intelligence has disrupted corporate duties, decision-
making processes and compliance (e.g., the use of blockchain, tokens, smart contracts, digital 
payments, crypto-assets, the metaverse, the internet of Things, data mining and algorithms-
driven decision making). 
 
A separate segment raised awareness on the formation and performance of contracts through 
automated systems and of the rules governing the attribution of the outputs of such system 
under the MLAC. In this context, it was noted that article 958 of the 2015 Civil and Commercial 
Code of the Nation, which enshrines the principle of freedom of contract, could facilitate the 
enactment of legislation modelled on the MLAC. 
 
Experts then discussed regulatory gaps and challenges faced by public authorities in relation to  
transferable records of titles in insolveny proceedings. For example, national provisions on 
digital signatures for negotiable titles of documents - Law No.27444/2018 - has incorporated 
different standards than those from UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce. Additional 
topics of discussions included descentralized autonomous organizations (DAOs) as subject of 
rights in international law, the applicable law to digital assests and the definition of digital 
assets (article 4 bis, Law No. 25246).  
 
Outreach: This event reached out to all 87 registered participants, including students, 
professors and legal practitioners members of CABA.  This event  has faciliated the continuing 
education of CABA’s members on UNCITRAL standards in international trade law.  
The recording of this event is available in Spanish at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8gSaymIwbM 
 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DW8gSaymIwbM&data=05%7C02%7Cmarianela.brunopollero%40un.org%7C11013563560149997ed408de8bbe6646%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C639101847095855225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YXucf5j2C4edoU0B96QhOT2Ryg3RvSaR5BhF0fXjkjQ%3D&reserved=0
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Dominican Republic 
 

(Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 20 November 2025) 
 

The UNCITRAL LAC Days Dominican Republic entitled “The Impact of End-to-End Trade 
Digitalization in Customs” was co-organized by the School of Law, PUCMM jointly with the 
Commiteee of Law Students (CED-PUCMM). 
 
This event was part of a masterclass within the international trade law program at the School 
of Law. Representatives of the customs administration were invited to brief students and 
professors on the process of digitalization of customs operations and the dematerialization of 
trade documents. This event has contributed to raising awarness of the Dominican Republic’s 
legal framework for cross-border papelerless trade. The Dominican Republic is a State Party 
to the ECC and has  enacted legislation based on the MLEC, thereby facilitating the creation 
of an enabling enviroment for the digitalization of customs operation and cross-border 
paperless trade.  
 
Outreach: 45 students, researchers and professors, attended this event.  

 

 
UNCITRAL LAC Days Costa Rica 

 
(San José, Costa Rica, 21 November 2025) 
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Costa Rica “The Digitalization of International Trade and Dispute 
Settlement”  was organized by the Law Chair at ULACIT and the Law Bar Association of 
Costa Rica.  
 
This event raised awareness and educated an audience of students and researchers on Costa 
Rica's new legal framework on arbitration and mediation. In 2025 Costa Rica acceded to the 
the Singapore Convention on Mediation. The same year, this jurisdiction enacted the 
international arbitration act, which was based on the MAL.  Further, future leaders in 
international law were informed of the new challenges resulting from the use of  AI tools in 
alternative dispute resolution. 

Outreach: 50 professors, researchers, students, and representatives of the private and public 
sectors attended this event.  

 
 
 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia 
 

(Bogota, Colombia,  26 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia was organized by the Program in Law of UNICOC. 
 
This event was composed of a series of round tables where students studied the methods of 
work of UNCITRAL, the UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce, online dispute resolution 
and micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. Further, students and professors debated on 
how UNCITRAL texts could assist in modernizing the Colombian legal framework for the 
digital economy. This event had a written component where students were asked to write a 
paper on the topics analyzed in the round tables as part of their program of studies. 
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The event emphasized the importance of increased interaction and knowledge-sharing to 
further strengthen the knowledge of future leaders on UNCITRAL instruments for cross-border 
paperless trade. 
 
Outreach: 12 students and professors attended this hybrid event. 

 
 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS Guatemala 
 

(Guatemala city, Guatemala, 27 November 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Guatemala entitled “Electronic Commerce and the Digital Economy 
in the International Transport of Goods, including Negotiable Cargo Documents” was 
organized by the School of Postgraduate Studies, Faculty of Legal and Social Sciences, 
Universidad de San Carlos of Guatemala and the Institute of Trade Law.  
 
This event raised awareness of UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce and international 
transport of goods, particularly provisions on electronic signature (e.g. article 14.3 of the 
Hamburg Rules). In 2008 Guatemala enacted legislation in compliance with the MLEC and 
MLES including substantive provisions of the ECC. 
 
Outreach: Participants included young practitioners, researchers, students, policymakers, 
members of the judiciary and legislators.16 
 

 
 

 
16 Statistics were not available. 
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Venezulea 

 
(Caracas, Venezuela, 27 November 2025) 

 
UNCITRAL LAC Days Venezuela “End-to-End Trade Digitalization” was organized by 
SOVEDEM and the Master Programm on International Private Law of the University Central 
of Venezuela. 
 
This event raised awareness on the rapid evolution of technology and its impact in cross-border 
trade and the legal profession. It was highlighted that the digitalization of trade is not merely 
technological, but structural, and requires rethinking fundamental concepts such as functional 
equivalence, technological neutrality, digital legal certainty, the interoperability of electronic 
documents, and automated contracting. This academic event contributed to the ongoing process 
of reform of the Code of Commerce in Venezuela. 
 
Outreach: 112 participants attended this event, including students, professors, legal 
practitioners, legislators, judges, arbitrators and other experts from the private and public 
sectors. 

 
 

 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Chile 
 

(Santiago de Chile, Chile, 2 Dicember 2025) 
 
The UNCITRAL LAC Days in Chile entitled “End-to-End Trade Digitalization at UNCITRAL” 
was organized by the Departments of Economy, of Trade and of International Law at the 
Faculty of Law of the University of Chile. 
 
This academic event was composed of two round tables, in which professors and experts 
from three different departments at the Faculty of Law analyzed UNCITRAL contributions to 
the development of end-to-end trade digitalization. These analyses served as an introduction 
to the new curriculum of the Faculty of Law for 2026. 
 
The first round of discussion weighed the advantages and disadvantages in the formation and 
execution of a variety of automated contracting. Next, the discussion focused on how the 
UNCITRAL MLAC provides standards for clarifying the formation, validity and execution of 
automated contracts, particularly in its articles 6, 7 and 8. The frequent use of bitcoins as 
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securities in financial operations and challenges in executing them as digital assets in Chile 
were also part of the discussion. In this context, references were made to MLST and ongoing 
exploratory work at UNCITRAL on using new types of assets in secured transactions. 

 
The second roundtable celebrated the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the ECC. Chile is 
not a party of the ECC. However, it is a party to three main regional agreements and bilateral 
agreements that call for maintaining a legal framework governing electronic transactions 
consistent with the principles of the ECC.17 Thus, it was suggested that exploring becoming a 
State Party to the ECC would be a natural choice for Chile. 

 
Further, it was discussed whether the implementation of article 20 of the ECC on 
communication exchanged under other international conventions could interfere with Chile's 
reservation to the CISG. However, it was concluded that the benefits of joining the ECC would 
outweigh these challenges. These benefits include, among others, harmonizing the current 
practice of using electronic communications in contracts for the international sales of goods, 
aligning with ongoing infrastructure projects (Humboldt initiative and bio-oceanic corridor), 
and contributing to the transformation of Chile into a technology hub for Latin America.   
 
Outreach: 74 students, professors and researchers and policy makers attending this event.  
The recording of this event in Spanish, is available at 
https://www.youtube.com/live/mno7gTVXVpo?si=lPcgbEeC9neag08-  

 
 
 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia 
 

 
17 See art.14.5 of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), art.2.3 of the Digital Economy 
Partnership (DEPA), and art.13.4.1 of the Pacific Alliance- Singapore Free Trade Agreement and art. 7.5.1 of the Chile Paraguay Free Trade 
Agreement. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/mno7gTVXVpo?si=lPcgbEeC9neag08-
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(Bogota, Colombia, 2 Dicember 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia entitled “Electronic Documents, Supply Chains: 
Implementation and Trade Finance” was organized by University Externado of Colombia with 
the participation of professors from the University Carlos III Madrid. 
 
This academic event gathered experts from both Colombia and Spain to analyze the legal 
framework for electronic transferable records, including the practice of issuing and using 
electronic promissory notes and bills of lading or waybills in cross-border trade. A dedicated 
panel analyzed Colombian laws modelled after the MLES while referring to jurisprudence from 
national tribunal., including CLOUT case No. 2190.18 
 
Next, a roundtable discussed the distinctives features of the Hamburg Rules, the Rotterdam 
Rules and the Accra Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents. Then, a dedicated panel 
presented current practice in the maritime trade and in multimodal carriage, including the 
recent approval of the use and verification of the electronic bill of lading in Colombia for 
custom purposes. 
 
Outreach: 80 synchronous participants attended this event, including students, professors, 
researchers, policy makers and practitioners from the public and private sectors.  
 

 

 
 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days El Salvador 
 

(San Salvador, El Salvador, 11 and 12 Dicember 2025) 
 

 
18 In this Clout case, the Court refused to order the payment of a monetary obligation set out in a data message (electronic sales invoices 
considered as documents of title) on the grounds that the requirements of form applicable to the legal act of acceptance with respect to 
instruments issued on paper had not been met.  The Colombian tribunal applied the functional equivalence rule of arts. 10 and 11 of the 
UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records. 
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UNCITRAL LAC Days El Salvador entitled “Legal Innovation and Digital Economy: 
Advances and Perspective for International Trade from El Salvador” was organized by the 
Diplomatic Institute Dr. Gustavo Guerrero and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador. 
 
In 2024, the General Assembly elected El Salvador as an official member of UNCITRAL for 
2025-2031. At the beginning of the membership term (July 2025), H.E. Amb. Julia Villatoro, 
Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations in Vienna, was elected Chair 
of the 58th Commission session, reinforcing El Salvador’s commitment to the harmonization 
of international trade law. This event honored the memory of H.E. Ambassador Julia Villatoro, 
who passed away in 2025. It paid tribute to her leadership highlighting and work in 
strenthtening El Salvador’s role in international trade law and within the framework of 
UNCITRAL. The Secretary of UNCITRAL also joined the event. 
 
This high-level conference analysed and reflected on how UNCITRAL legal instruments on 
electronic commerce have been implemented in El Salvador and their impact on the 
advancement of cross-border trade, the digital economy, and regulatory modernization. Key 
topics addressed included the implementation of electronic commerce legislations modelled 
after the MLEC and MLES, the use of emerging technologies in commercial transactions, and 
the national experience in the digitalization of customs operations. The possibility of adopting 
new instruments such as the MLETR and the Accra Convention on Negotiable Cargo 
Documents was also addressed.  
 
Outreach: 265 students, legislators, experts from the public sectors and entrepreneurs attended 
this event. Representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Economy, the 
National Commission on Digital Assests, the National Commission on Micro and Small 
Business, the Supreme Court of Justice and the Customs Administration were part of the 
discussion as experts and participants. 

 

 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina 
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(Buenos Aires, Argentina, 11 December 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina entitled “Enabling End-to-End Trade Digitalization” was 
part of the VII International Arbitration Week, organized by the Programme of Law at the 
University CEMA. 
 

This event was composed of four panels including discussions on the use of technology in 
alternative dispute mechanisms and arbitration clauses in international contracts for the sale of 
goods under the CISG. 

During this event, experts highlighted that Argentina is one of the 97 State Parties to the CISG. 
It was explained that in Argentina some provisions of the CISG were incorporated into the 
Argentina Code of Commerce with deviation. For example, the last part of article 9 (2) of the 
CISG was omitted. This deviation could create complex situations in contracts governed by 
CISG with a defective arbitration clause (e.g. parties do not expressly agree on the applicable 
law to the arbitration). Facing this challenge, some tribunals have interpreted a presumption in 
favour of the law of the contract – the CISG  – while other tribunals have favoured the 
applicability of the law of the seat of arbitration 

This academic event concluded by providing updates on parliamentary projects intended to 
reform and modernize the International Commercial Arbitration Act (Law No. 27.449) and the 
Civil and Commercial Code in Argentina. The Argentina Arbitration Act is in compliance with 
the MAL.   

Outreach: 159 students, professors, resarchers, arbitrators, practtioners attended and viewed 
this event.  

The recording of this event is available in Spanish at the following links. 

Panel I https://youtu.be/snGxvASu8Yw?si=BljM3__jSlKyorN0 

Panel II  https://youtu.be/ED9xjTGJHzM?si=HVXtTdMhTpMDmd76   

Panel III  https://youtu.be/MM9JqM4Ortg?si=1me1PkPce37PAF5a   

Panel IV https://youtu.be/ogjN3F_Oow8?si=ysxFNS6_kDhGL-1L   

 

https://youtu.be/snGxvASu8Yw?si=BljM3__jSlKyorN0
https://youtu.be/ED9xjTGJHzM?si=HVXtTdMhTpMDmd76
https://youtu.be/MM9JqM4Ortg?si=1me1PkPce37PAF5a
https://youtu.be/ogjN3F_Oow8?si=ysxFNS6_kDhGL-1L
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Brazil 
 

(Espirito Santo, Brazil, 11 December 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS Brazil entitled “UNCITRAL Texts as Enabler of End-to-End Trade 
Digitalization: Electronic Commerce, Access to Credit, Transport, and Arbitration and 
Mediation as Dispute Settlement” organized by UFES, LABCODEX, with the support of 
FAPES and collaborations with the Post-Graduate Program on Procedural Law of UFES, 
ABMCJ/ES, UFMG,  EDRIN,  GDIP associated with UnB and UNIFERT. 

This academic event celebrated the 20th anniversary of the ECC by analyzing how UNCITRAL 
instruments contribute to the full digitalization of commercial processes around the region. 
Experts from the region jointly with researchers and professors from the university discussed 
UNCITRAL texts on e-commerce, access to credit, transportation, and arbitration and 
mediation. A dedicated segment organized by the Women in Science project, funded by FAPES, 
encouraged female participation in research and scientific production in law. During this 
segment, experts discussed the advantages and disadvantages of using technology in cross-
border trade and its impact on gender equality. 

This event also included the submission of drafts for presentation during the event by 
professors, researchers, and undergraduate and graduate students addressing topics relevant to 
UNCITRAL work such as cross-border insolvency, international commercial arbitration and 
the ECC. 

Outreach: 108 students, researchers, professors, legal practitioners and experts from the public 
and private sectors.  
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Trinidad and Tobago 
 

(Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 16 December2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS – Trinidad and Tobago  entitled “Insolvency: Reform in Trinidad 
and Tobago and UNCITRAL Cross-Border Insolvency Legislation” was organized by UWI, 
Saint Agustine Campus  Faculty of Law in collaboration with UNCITRAL.  

This academic event analysed ongoing reforms in Trinidad and Tobago on domestic insolvency 
law and the UNCITRAL framework on cross-border insolvency. After an overview of the 
UNCITRAL mandate and work on cross-border insolvency, a dedicated segment analysed the 
Trinidad and Tobago bankrupcty and insolvency regimes, including the implementation and 
evaluation of bill proposals. . It was explained that most economies now have modern debt 
settlement frameworks and systems. However, the stigma around debt in Trinidad and Tobago 
is rooted in society and culture. Thus, it could be a barrier. The World Bank Group is activly 
assisting the country in this reform. 

This event raised awareness of domestic reform in Trinidad and Tobago and the UNCITRAL 
insolvency framework. Particular interestswere shown in part four of the Legislative Guide on 
Insolvency Law (Director Obligations) and part five on MSE insolvency law for future reform 
in the country.  

Outreach: 25 participants students, professors, reserarches, insolvency authorities in Trinidad 
and Tobago, and stakeholders from the region. UWI recommended clarifying in the curruculum 
of the law program of corporate insolvency law that the UNCITRAL framework on insolvency 
was covered. Further, ITLD was invited to teach on that program. The participation of ITLD 
in that programme would contribute to increasing awareness and educating on the main features 
of the UNCITRAL CBI framework.  

 

 

UNCITRAL LAC Days – IIDF 
 

(Quito, Ecuador,  17 December 2025) 
 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS entitled “Access to Credits and Economic Growth in Latin America: 
the Role of Insolvency and Secured Transactions Laws” was organized by IIDF, with the 
support of professors from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba in Argentina, Universidad 
Adolfo Ibañez in Chile, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Colombia, Universidad Latina de 
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Costa Rica and USFQ in Ecuador, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo in Mexico and PUCMM 
in Domenican Republic. 

This event was composed of four panels. The first panel, on the importance of the insolvency 
framework for the promotion of economic growth, examined the different phases of bankrupcty 
and emphasized that an efficienty insolvency framework rests on three pillars: 1) a suitable 
legal framework, 2) capable institutions with sufficient resources and 3) qualified professionals. 
The panel stated that international standards developed by UNCITRAL and the World Bank 
support the creation of a robust insolvency regime that foster economic growth, where possible. 

The second panel outlined key features of insolvency regimes in Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico 
and Peru. It highlighed the use of mediation in insolvency proceedings in Colombia, the 
creation of specialized tribunals on insolvency in Mexico, informal insolvency proceedings in 
Ecuador and lenghty judicial proceedings in Peru. Colombia and Mexico have enacted 
legislation inspired by/based on the MLCBI. Ecuador had discussed draft bills  reflecting 
recommendations from part five of the Legislative Guide on simplified insolvency proceedings 
for MSEs while Peru has considered reforms aligned with UNCITRAL insolvency sandards. 

The third panel was on secured transactions and focused on presenting a research paper entitled 
“Strengthening Secured Creditors: Implications on Debt Financing and Investment”.19 This 
paper researched the effects of a Colombia reform on insolvency and secured transactions, 
which were inspired by MLCBI and MLST. This reform strenghening secured creditor rights, 
expanding the collateral menu and establishing a national collateral registry. The main finding 
of this research revealed nuanced interactions between the reform, firm size, and movable 
assets, suggesting differential effects on large and small enterprises. 

Finally, the fourth panel explored the most common collateral for micro and small enterprises 
in the region. The most common collateral in some economies are a)  real estate and bank 
financing (Ecuador, Chile) and b) movables assets including cars, inventories, machineries, 
factoring, and leasing among others  (Costa Rica, Dominican Republic). 

This event raised awareness in the region of UNCITRAL texts on insolvency and secured 
transactions and their relevance to the  creation of an enabling environment that promotes 
access to credit and economic growth. 

Outreach: 151 lawyers, economists, members of the academia (professors and researchers), 
policymakers, legislators, members of the judiciary and/or law clerks and experts from the 
private sector attended this event.  

A record of this event is available in Spanish at 
https://usfq.zoom.us/rec/share/wdZ3gmTDPD2H2xnbH02VkttyaaR5JBwbk8pitA9uw7t4Kh
mjYSB1Ej9ygBvzBUw2.lQ1L-9HsQhfyfFTj  

 
19 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0929119923001864 

https://usfq.zoom.us/rec/share/wdZ3gmTDPD2H2xnbH02VkttyaaR5JBwbk8pitA9uw7t4KhmjYSB1Ej9ygBvzBUw2.lQ1L-9HsQhfyfFTj
https://usfq.zoom.us/rec/share/wdZ3gmTDPD2H2xnbH02VkttyaaR5JBwbk8pitA9uw7t4KhmjYSB1Ej9ygBvzBUw2.lQ1L-9HsQhfyfFTj
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UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia 

 
(Bogota, Colombia,  5 March 2026) 

 

UNCITRAL LAC DAYS- Colombia entitled “Evolution of UNCITRAL Instruments in the 
Digital Economy” was organized by the Faculty of Law, UNIANDES. 

This event proposed a discussion on the evolution of UNCITRAL instruments from the MLEC 
to the MLAC. 

In the first panel, professors and researchers at UNIANDES talked how tribunals in Colombia 
have interpreted and applied UNCITRAL standards included in ECC, MLEC and MLES. For 
example, how tribunals in Colombia have applied UNCITRAL standards to adjudicate on 
paperless trade transactions that involve the use of pdfs, screenshots, copies and original 
documents, WhatsApp messages, sending documents by email and fax, time-stamps and QR 
codes in legal trade documents. 

Further, professors and private practitioners talked about the practice in Colombia of issuing 
electronic transferable records and electronic trade documents and its impacts on trade finance, 
ownership, proof and execution. Experts referred to the need to overcome stigma and cultural 
barriers around paperless transactions in order to fully implement UNCITRAL standards for 
the digital economy (e.g., establishment of exclusive control, reliability of the method and 
technology neutrality). 

In addition, professors and private practitioners discussed automated contracting in the MLAC 
including legal validity, attribution, responsibilities and contractual tools to manage 
technological risks. 

Outreach: 220 students, researchers, professors and private practitioners attended this event 
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The recording of this event is available in Spanish at 
https://www.youtube.com/live/IuSgQ_vDWLY  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/IuSgQ_vDWLY
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