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FRANCE’S PROPOSAL TO HOST A REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE ADVISORY CENTRE 

ON INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT DISPUTE RESOLUTION IN PARIS 

20 October 2025 

[English courtesy translation] 

Paris offers ideal conditions to host a regional office of the Advisory Centre: as a 
European and international hub, the French capital has every facility in terms of 
access, establishment and operations that will enable an office to fully deploy its 
activities while ensuring its staff enjoy an optimal professional environment and 
living arrangements. Paris is also part of a leading global ecosystem for arbitration 
and international dispute settlement, offering synergies for the Centre and all its work.  

 

In accordance with UNCITRAL’s call,1 the French delegation is honoured to present France’s 

proposal to host a regional office of the Advisory Centre in Paris, the statute of which was 

adopted by the Commission “in principle” in 2024.2 

The creation of the Advisory Centre, the role of which will be to enhance the capacity of 

developing countries in settling investor-state disputes, is aligned with a multilateral conception 

of international trade that France is determined to support. It will contribute to the SDGs by 

addressing the urgent needs of developing States, promoting economic growth, fostering 

international cooperation, and reducing inequalities.3 

This document aims to enable the Commission to make an informed choice in light of the 

location criteria that were drawn up during the informal operationalization process. It reflects 

the fruit of the reflection and the aspects explored by the French authorities to date with a view 

to designing a proposal as suited as possible to the Centre’s needs, and it continues to evolve. 

The possible later drafting of a final and binding proposal by the French Government will 

depend on the decisions made by the Commission and by the General Assembly on the 

Centre’s headquarters and regional offices. 

This project, focused on hosting a regional office in Paris, illustrates France’s commitment to 

the multipolar dimension of the Centre (I). The French capital offers an optimal setting for the 

future office and an ideal environment for its staff, in terms of connectivity and access (II) and 

facilities for establishment and quality of life (III). France is determined to host the office under 

the best material and financial conditions (IV) and to make full use of the synergy offered by 

Paris being a global centre for arbitration (V). 

 

I. France supports the creation of a Centre that is fully multipolar from day one 

As the Commission has decided, the relevant factors identified in the informal process should 
be considered in a holistic manner to guide the Commission’s decision as to the location of the 

 
1 A/80/17, para. 197 ; A/CN.9/1218, para. 22. See also https://uncitral.un.org/en/content/final-call-governments-
express-their-interest-host-advisory-centre-international-investment 
2 A/79/17, Annex III. 
3 A/CN.9/1177, para. 14. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/17
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CN.9/1218
https://uncitral.un.org/en/content/final-call-governments-express-their-interest-host-advisory-centre-international-investment
https://uncitral.un.org/en/content/final-call-governments-express-their-interest-host-advisory-centre-international-investment
https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/17
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CN.9/1177
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headquarters and initial regional offices of the Centre,4 given that it will be difficult for a single 
location alone to fully satisfy all identified factors. 

France resolutely supports the Centre being multipolar from its very first day of 

existence, in order to take full advantage of the complementarities between the different 

locations and enable it to effectively carry out all aspects of its work. A multipolar Centre 

will, ultimately, be most suited to the decentralized nature of investor-state dispute 

settlement (ISDS) proceedings. Multipolarity will help ensure the viability, effectiveness, 

inclusiveness and legitimacy of the Centre and provide it with the ecosystem it needs to 

conduct its work. It is also conducive to the development of cooperation and coordination, as 

envisaged in Article 3 of the Statute. This dimension is particularly essential when it comes to 

establishing a new institution like the Centre, which will find its place both in the current ad hoc 

arbitration system and in the context of the establishment of a permanent investment court. 

Having a regional location within a leading global expertise ecosystem for ISDS 
proceedings and the holding of hearings will enhance the proximity and effectiveness of 
the Centre for its priority beneficiaries. Complementarity between the headquarters and a 
regional office will be the Centre’s strong point and will also help develop and build capacities 
for all the Centre’s beneficiaries. 

Having locations in several world regions will also enable the Centre to have a presence in 

diverse linguistic regions and legal traditions, offering it comprehensive experience and 

coverage highly adapted to the needs of all members. Covering multiple time zones could also 

enable more agile and continuous processing of cases. 

With today’s communication networks, geographical distance between Centre locations on 

different continents is not an obstacle to the circulation of information and effective handling of 

cases. It will also help limit the need for Centre staff to travel between locations for the purposes 

of a single case. 

Given the above, France believes that the Centre should be created with a headquarters 

and one or perhaps two regional offices, with further offices potentially being created 

as needed at a later stage. This multipolarity should be enshrined in the Centre’s statute. 

Given the holistic approach taken to assessing the relevant factors to determine the Centre’s 

locations, France’s manifestation of interest could be considered in the light of other proposals 

that offer synergies with it. To date, Thailand’s proposal to host the headquarters of the 

Advisory Centre is the most complementary with the French manifestation of interest to create 

a regional office in Paris. 

 

II. The Parisian regional office will have exceptional connectivity, in one of the 

world’s most accessible cities 

Paris is one of the world’s most accessible cities and one of those best integrated within global 

transport networks, giving it a well-known central role. The success of the 2024 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games illustrated this recently. 

1. Paris has excellent global connectivity, including with the Centre’s priority 

beneficiaries 

Paris has two major international airports (Orly and Charles de Gaulle), through which some 

100 million people travel each year. This means Paris is fully integrated within the international 

transport systems and ensures travel is practical for all members of the Centre. Paris is linked 

to more than 300 destinations worldwide and has flights to and from the regions where the 

 
4 A/79/17, para. 125; A/CN.9/WG.III/WP.251, para. 19; A/CN.9/1218, paras 17, 18 and 57; A/80/17, para. 201. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/17
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CN.9/WG.III/WP.251
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CN.9/1218
https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/17
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potential priority beneficiary countries for the Centre’s services are located, including a 

significant number of the least developed countries.5 That will facilitate communications and 

travel, particularly when it comes to holding hearings. 

Moreover, Paris is less than two hours by plane or train from the main European cities, 

including London, Geneva, Frankfurt, Brussels and Stockholm which are, like Paris, among 

the European continent’s leading centres for arbitration. Paris also has direct flights to the main 

global centres of arbitration on other continents (Hong Kong, Singapore, Washington, Dubai, 

etc.). 

2. In Paris, the Advisory Centre will benefit from excellent telecommunications 

infrastructure 

The French telecommunications network is cutting-edge and fully integrated with the global 

network, which will ensure the Centre enjoys robust communications with other world regions 

to carry out its work. 5G and fibre optic coverage are now widespread, particularly around 

Paris. This infrastructure meets the highest cyber security standards to ensure the 

confidentiality requirements of the Centre’s work are met. 

3. Paris already has a very comprehensive network of diplomatic representations 

The presence of diplomatic representations of States and international organizations will 

facilitate the Centre’s relations with its members and the instigation of cooperation with other 

organizations. As of 1 January 2025, France hosted 191 delegations and permanent 

representations to international organizations, as well as 161 resident diplomatic missions and 

embassies. 

4. Simplified procedures for visas and residence permits will be offered to the 

employees and users of the Centre’s Parisian regional office 

The staff members of international intergovernmental organizations receive special residence 

permits issued by the Protocol directorate of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, 

confirming their status as international civil servants in France. 

The family members of international civil servants who are not EU nationals also receive 

special residence permits upon arrival in France, enabling them to enter the French labour 

market with no restrictions. 

The French authorities will provide the Centre with the cooperation and support required to 

facilitate the processing of visa applications for the stays of persons and delegations from its 

members, so that the institution can work efficiently. To do so, France has the third-largest 

diplomatic network in the world, with 163 embassies located among the 193 Member States 

of the United Nations. This network allows it to offer particularly favourable conditions for 

submitting visa applications and to issue delegations invited by the regional office with short-

stay visas very quickly. 

III. An Advisory Centre’s location in Paris would enjoy favourable opening 

conditions and ideal living and working conditions 

1. The regional office will be granted privileges and immunities upon arrival in 

Paris, even before a host country agreement has been concluded 

France is prepared to grant to the Advisory Centre privileges and immunities similar to those 

offered to international organizations headquartered or having an office in France. To this end, 

 
5 See https://www.directflights.com/to/CDG for direct flights from Charles De Gaulle Airport and 
https://www.directflights.com/to/ORY for direct flights from Orly Airport. 

https://www.directflights.com/to/CDG
https://www.directflights.com/to/ORY
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it may make contact with the Centre’s interim secretariat to conclude a host country agreement 

with it. 

France has established a specific legal framework that will enable swift installation of a Centre 

regional office in Paris by granting it privileges and immunities upon its arrival in France, 

pending the conclusion of a host country agreement and its entry into force. Therefore, the 

Centre will be able to set up, enjoy privileges and immunities and begin its work without waiting 

for the completion of these steps. 

Pursuant to the Act on Inclusive Development of 4 August 2021, France adopted 

Ordinance No. 2022-533 on 13 April 2022 setting down the nature, conditions and terms of the 

Government’s granting of privileges, immunities and facilities to international organizations. 

Thanks to this Ordinance, known as the “Attractiveness” Ordinance, a temporary framework 

can be granted by implementing decree to international organizations wishing to set up their 

headquarters or an office in France without awaiting the entry into force of a host country 

agreement, which is subject to parliamentary approval. This scheme significantly speeds up 

the installation of international organizations in France. 

The privileges and immunities granted under this Ordinance are similar to those generally 

granted to the offices and staff of international organizations, such as those provided for by the 

1946 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations. They relate to tax, 

social, customs, migration, protocol and legal matters. 

2. The staff of the Centre’s Parisian office will have access to a comprehensive 

social protection system and high-quality healthcare 

Social security system – International organizations with activities in France are subject to 

rules for registration with the French social security system. These rules include a general 

obligation of registration for any person working in France. However, the international 

organization may sign a social security agreement with the French authorities to waive this 

requirement for its staff to register with the French social security system. Such a waiver may 

take the form of a specific agreement on the social security system or provisions incorporated 

into the host country agreement. 

Healthcare – Paris has a network of world-class healthcare establishments covering all 

fields (general practice, specialist care, surgery, etc.). Ideal options are available for 

international patients, with institutions such as the American Hospital of Paris which have 

bilingual doctors, translation and interpreting services and facilities for administrative 

assistance and coordination. The Parisian hospital system (AP-HP) is the largest in Europe, 

and the Paris region has around 73,000 doctors, including some 22,500 general practitioners 

and 50,200 specialists, in addition to 13,400 pharmacists.6 

3. The staff of the Paris office and their families will enjoy a vibrant economy and 

high-quality living conditions 

Economy – A Centre location in Paris will enjoy stable economic conditions, both nationally 

and in the wider European internal market. The local currency, the euro, can be converted into 

all major reference currencies. Living costs in the Paris region are lower than in many other 

major global cities.7 

Housing – Paris and its region have a diverse housing market covering all segments required 

by the Centre’s staff. Housing costs are fully compatible with the pay level set down in the 

 
6 Choose Paris Region, Optimize Your Activities: Handbook for International Organizations in Paris Region, 2025, 
21 p. (available here). 
7 In the 2024 Mercer Ranking, Paris came 29th globally in terms of the cost of living (see study here). 

https://www.chooseparisregion.org/handbook-international-organizations
https://www.mercer.com/insights/total-rewards/talent-mobility-insights/cost-of-living/
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scale drawn up by the International Civil Service Commission, regardless of the area of 

residence in or around Paris. The French authorities are prepared to provide their support to 

the staff of the Centre to address any difficulties they may encounter in finding housing. 

Excellent schooling options for the children of staff members – Staff families will find a 

wide range of high-quality bilingual and multilingual primary and secondary education options 

in Paris. 

There are many excellent and globally reputed higher education establishments (universities, 

academies and institutes) in and around Paris, covering all disciplines and fields. The region 

has 120 international schools, with a total of 135,500 international students. 

IV. France is determined to host the office under the best material and financial 

conditions 

1. The Parisian office of the Advisory Centre would fit perfectly into the future 

United Nations House that the French authorities hope to see created in the heart 

of Paris 

France supports the creation of a UN House on the site of the Cité du Développement Durable 

that will house the new headquarters of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and 

is set to be inaugurated in Paris in summer 2027. The site is ideally located in the heart of 

Paris, near the Seine and the Gare de Lyon and Gare d’Austerlitz train stations. It is directly 

accessible from the two major Parisian airports in 30-40 minutes by public transport. Several 

Paris-based UN agencies may move into this UN House, with the support of the French 

Government. In particular, some UN institutions having a presence in Paris, such as the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UN-Habitat, the United Nations University (UNU), 

the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), as well as the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) led by the World Bank, 

may join the UN House. 

The Advisory Centre would fit perfectly into the UN House, should France be selected to host 

a regional office. In that case, France would consider providing it with space within the future 

UN House, and it has already opened discussions with the AFD, which will own the complex 

and occupy part of it. The information below reflect the current progress of discussions 

between the French authorities and the AFD. It is not a finalized, definitive or binding offer at 

this stage. 

In terms of capacity, the site would be perfectly capable of housing a regional office of the 

Advisory Centre with five to seven staff occupying an area of around 75 to 100 sq. m. Beside 

the private space that is perfectly suited to the confidentiality of the Centre’s work, a common 

auditorium and several shared meeting rooms are available for tenants and may be used to 

host events related to the Centre’s capacity building activities. 

Located in the heart of Paris with excellent public transport connections and near the Gare de 

Lyon and Gare d’Austerlitz train stations, the Cité du Développement Durable will have a 

number of shops on-site, a hotel and parking spaces. These very nearby accommodation 

options for delegations from Member States taking part in Centre’s meetings or in hearings in 

Paris will guarantee efficiency and offer a vibrant environment, in synergy with the Centre and 

at the cutting edge of sustainable development. 

Other real estate options are also being considered with the City of Paris and UNESCO, in the 

context of the renovation of the latter’s headquarters. 
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2. Several contributions could be envisaged to facilitate the creation of a regional 

office in Paris 

Installation costs – The costs of establishing the office could be covered through a dedicated 

financial envelope of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. Such costs would include 

equipment and furnishings, as well as certain work that may be required to fit out the offices. 

Recurring costs – Under the real estate option within the Cité du Développement Durable, 

the AFD estimates that the annual rent, including charges, may range between €95,000 and 

€130,000 excluding tax, depending on the size of the office (for five to seven staff). The 

charges included in the rent cover maintenance and upkeep of the offices, including the 

security costs of the shared parts of the site, cleaning, functioning and 

utilities (telecommunications, water and electricity). The inclusion of these services in building 

charges would reduce the administrative burden for the Centre’s staff, enabling them to focus 

on their key work. Additional fees would be required for the use of the auditorium and shared 

meeting rooms. Discussions with the AFD are ongoing, and the AFD will be requested to make 

a final financial offer when the time comes, based on which the required budgetary 

authorizations could be requested to cover these recurring costs, should France be selected 

to host a regional office. 

Additional voluntary contributions – a share of the France’s recent voluntary contributions 

to UNCITRAL should in principle be used to support ISDS reform operationalization efforts. In 

particular, France made a voluntary contribution of €60,000 this year for the UNCITRAL 

Secretariat’s project proposal on promotion of and technical assistance to developing and least 

developed States on the adoption of ISDS reform elements, including the work to establish the 

Advisory Centre. 

V. The office will fully enjoy the synergies offered by the Parisian arbitration and 

international dispute resolution ecosystem 

1. In Paris, the Centre will enjoy an institutional and multilateral environment 

conducive to its work 

Many of the international organizations and institutions with locations in Paris share the goal 

of sustainable development that is equitable and serves all States. This is at the very heart of 

the reform of ISDS and the Centre’s work. 

Paris has a great many international organizations (23 intergovernmental organizations) and 

related institutions (more than 60), with more than 5,000 employees (11,500 employees when 

all statuses are included).8 It houses headquarters or offices of several international 

organizations of the UN system, including the UNESCO headquarters as well as offices of the 

ILO, UNEP, the UNU, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

Other organizations and institutions that are present in Paris also offer clear synergies with the 

work of the Advisory Centre, such as the World Bank, the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC). 

 
8 Choose Paris Region, Optimize Your Activities: Handbook for International Organizations in Paris Region, 2025, 
p. 9 and p. 29 (available here). 

https://www.chooseparisregion.org/handbook-international-organizations
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2. The Parisian office will draw on a fabric of renowned experts in arbitration and 

international dispute settlement 

France’s domestic legal framework is conducive to international arbitration and it enjoys a 

global reputation that has fostered the formation of a rich ecosystem of expertise, which has 

enabled Paris to become one of the leading global centres of arbitration. 

The Centre’s presence in France would facilitate access to its services, particularly legal advice 

and support services, for countries that are involved in the many arbitral proceedings, the seat 

or hearings of which are located in Paris, London, Geneva, Frankfurt, Stockholm or elsewhere 

in Europe.9 

Institutions administering arbitration proceedings – The main universal institutions 

administering international arbitration and ISDS proceedings, such as the ICSID (which may 

soon open a permanent office in Paris) and the International Chamber of Commerce’s 

International Court of Arbitration,10 are present in Paris. Other institutions specialized in 

arbitration11 are also present in Paris, which may also soon host a new office of the Permanent 

Court of Arbitration (PCA). 

Thus, being home to locations of the ICSID, the ICC and, soon, the PCA, Paris is an ideal 

place for investor-state dispute settlement and will provide the Centre with unique opportunities 

for synergies and cooperation. 

Hearing facilities and services – Paris is one of the most cost-competitive of the major 

centres of arbitration.12 Options for hosting hearings include, depending on the terms and 

conditions of each, the Tribunal de Commerce de Paris, the World Bank Group Paris 

Conference Centre,13 the ICC Hearing Centre,14 the Paris Arbitration Centre by Delos15 and 

the Maison du Barreau.16 A number of hotels also offer rooms that are suitable for the 

organization of hearings.17 

Thanks to the position of Paris as a global centre of arbitration, the services it offers and its 

arbitration ecosystem are available in both English and French, and possibly other languages. 

This makes it an ideal venue, offering services to beneficiaries from various linguistic 

backgrounds. 

Paris has a large number of translators and interpreters18 who can be used in ISDS 

proceedings, and more generally in the Centre’s work, illustrating the importance of 

multilingualism as a key characteristic of its ecosystem. 

Stenotypists also provide essential expertise for the holding of hearings. This profession is 

very well-represented in Paris.19 

 
9 See also Ministry of Justice, Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Ministry for the Economy, Finance and 
Industrial and Digital Sovereignty, Paris City of Law – Insights into Arbitration and Mediation, 2025 (available here). 
10 https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-services/icc-international-court-of-arbitration/ 
11 https://parisarbitration.com/fr/institutions-darbitrage/ 
12 Paris Arbitration 

13 https://icsid.worldbank.org/services/hearing-facilities/paris.The World Bank Group Paris Conference Centre in 

Paris has hearing rooms. Over the 2025 fiscal year, 35% of ICSID in-person hearings were held in Paris, as against 
29% in Washington, 16% in London and 10% in Madrid. See: ICSID, Annual Report 2025, p. 29 (available here) 
14 https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-services/icc-hearing-facilities/ 
15 https://hearings.paris/ 
16 https://www.avocatparis.org/services-de-l-ordre/maison-du-barreau 
17 https://parisarbitration.com/en/locations-for-hearings/ 
18 https://parisarbitration.com/en/interpreters/ 
19 https://parisarbitration.com/en/stenotypists/ 

https://www.justice.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2025-04/Paris_place_de_droit.pdf
https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-services/icc-international-court-of-arbitration/
https://parisarbitration.com/fr/institutions-darbitrage/
https://parisarbitration.com/en/pourquoi-choisir-paris-comme-siege-2/
https://icsid.worldbank.org/services/hearing-facilities/paris
https://icsid.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/publications/ICSID_AnnualReport2025_ENG.pdf
https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-services/icc-hearing-facilities/
https://hearings.paris/
https://www.avocatparis.org/services-de-l-ordre/maison-du-barreau
https://parisarbitration.com/en/locations-for-hearings/
https://parisarbitration.com/en/interpreters/
https://parisarbitration.com/en/stenotypists/
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Legal and financial services – There are many lawyers available in Paris. Some 

34,000 lawyers are registered with the Paris Bar Association, around 2,300 of whom are also 

registered in 82 other countries.20 Most of the major international law firms specialized in 

investment arbitration have locations in Paris. Some are part of an international network that 

also extends to developing countries. Moreover, the profession is represented by very active 

associations, such as the French Arbitration Committee (CFA) and Paris City of Law. 

Most of the major financial expertise firms, which are often used to estimate the amount of 

damages in arbitration proceedings, have locations in Paris, as part of the city’s wide-ranging 

options. 

3. The regional office will be in a position to engage in collaboration with many local 

actors in the interest of its work 

The great quantity and quality of expertise, particularly in law, management and languages, of 

the various bodies described above, provide excellent resources to support the work of the 

Advisory Centre in various forms of cooperation and collaboration. This concerns both Article 6 

(contributors to seminars and training) and Article 7 of the Statute (roster of legal firms, 

provision of pro bono or preferentially priced services). 

Synergies and partnerships with the academic world could also be considered. Paris is home 

to some of France’s most highly reputed higher education and training institutions in law and 

arbitration, which also contributes to making Paris one of the world-leading arbitration places. 

These institutions include Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University, Paris-Panthéon-Assas 

University, University Paris Nanterre, Paris-Est Créteil University (UPEC), Paris-Saclay 

University and a network of regional vocational training centres for lawyers, including the 

vocational training academy of the bar associations within the jurisdiction of the Paris Court of 

Appeal (Paris Bar School). 

The Centre will also be able to count on legal information suppliers to access the best 

databases on ISDS case law, including, for instance, that developed by Jus Mundi, a pioneer 

in the sector, which has its main headquarters in Paris. 

Lastly, this rich local ecosystem, and the regular global events that are being held in Paris such 

as Paris Arbitration Week, which brings together the ISDS community every year, will give the 

Centre enhanced visibility while boosting its close relations and dialogue with potential 

beneficiaries and partners. 

* * * 

The French delegation is at the disposal of the other UNCITRAL delegations in order to 

continue discussions on the establishment of the Advisory Centre on International Investment 

Dispute Resolution, which is a key aspect of the ongoing ISDS reform. 

__________ 

 
20 Statistique sur la profession d’avocat – Situation au 1er janvier 2023 (Statistics on the Lawyer Profession as of 
1 January 2023), Ministry of Justice, Directorate of Civil Cases and the Seal, p. 5 (available here); France’s Legal 
Attractiveness, Ministry of Justice and Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, 2025, p. 26 (available here). 

https://www.justice.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2025-02/statistique_profession_avocats_2023.pdf
https://www.justice.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2025-09/attractivite_juridique_france.pdf

