WRITTEN SUBMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA IN SUPPORT OF HER
BID TO HOST THE HEADQUARTERS OR REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE
ADVISORY CENTRE ON INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT DISPUTE
RESOLUTION

A. INTRODUCTION

The Government of the Republic of Ghana is honoured to present this proposal to host the
Headquarters of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL)
Advisory Centre or a Regional Office for International Investment Dispute Resolution.

This candidature is informed by its longstanding commitment to rules-based multilateralism,
its leadership role in international commercial law reform, and its track record as host of
globally significant institutions, including the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
Secretariat.

As the Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) reform process evolves, the need for an
institution capable of providing dedicated support to developing countries has become
increasingly urgent. The operationalisation of the Advisory Centre, and the opportunity to site
its headquarters or a Regional Hub in Ghana, therefore arrives at a decisive moment in global
economic governance. It presents a unique convergence of Ghana’s demonstrated leadership,
Africa’s growing role in global trade architecture, and UNCITRAL’s vision for a more
equitable dispute settlement landscape.

Ghana offers a compelling blend of political stability, strong legal institutions, a vibrant
arbitration ecosystem, excellent international connectivity, high-quality infrastructure, and a
welcoming environment for staff and experts, uniquely positioning it to host the Headquarters
or Regional Office of the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre.

The Government of Ghana stands ready to partner with the Commission and relevant
stakeholders to bring this vision into effect. With its strategic geographical position, political
stability, globally recognised diplomatic record, and expanding legal infrastructure, Ghana
offers the ideal environment for the Centre’s establishment and long-term success.

B. STRUCTURE OF THE PROPOSAL
The proposal is structured along these six (6) broad priority areas:

Support from the Host State/Government

Stable Environment

Accessibility and Affordability

Geographic Distribution

Attractiveness and Qualified Workforce

Cooperation and Coordination with Other Organisations and Stakeholders
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1. SUPPORT FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF GHANA
1.1. Political and Institutional Commitment

The Government of Ghana has formally committed its full support to welcoming the
Headquarters of the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre, or a Regional Hub, by granting Cabinet
approval for this bid.

This commitment has the full support of a cross-section of Ministries, Agencies, and
Authorities who are very keen to provide their expertise to make the Advisory Centre a world-
class Centre of choice for International Investment Disputes. These include:

e The Presidency of the Republic of Ghana

e Ministry of Foreign Affairs

e Ministry of Trade, Agribusiness and Industry

e Office of the Attorney-General and Ministry of Justice

e Ministry of Finance

¢ Ghana Investment Promotion Centre (GIPC)

e Ghana Free Zones Authority (GFZA)

e Ghana Arbitration Centre and other professional legal bodies

Ghana’s commitment has also been demonstrated through its consistent participation in the
work of several UNCITRAL Working Groups, particularly Working Groups II and III on
Dispute Settlement and Investor-State Dispute Settlement, as well as Working Groups V and
VI on Insolvency Law and Negotiable Cargo Documents, respectively.

In furtherance of Ghana’s desire to host the Advisory Centre, the Permanent Representative to
the United Nations in New York joined the “Friends of the Advisory Centre”.

It may also be recalled that Ghana successfully hosted, with the support of the UNCITRAL
Secretariat and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a three-day coordination session for the African
Group of Working Group III on Investor-State Dispute Settlement held from 17" -19® March,
2025.

Recently, Ghana has offered to host both the signing ceremony of the United Nations
Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents and a Regional Conference as part of the 60™
Anniversary of UNCITRAL, with the Ministry of Trade, Agribusiness, and Industry taking the
lead role.

1.2. Proposed Government Support Package
1.2.1. Office Premises (In-Kind Contribution)

The Government will provide fully serviced office premises in Accra (interim and permanent)
at no cost.

Grade-A office facilities on the third (3™) floor of the Ghana Maritime Office Complex, with
conferencing facilities for meetings, consultation, sessions, and training. The offices are to be
fully furnished, equipped, and secured for use. Ghana commits to providing a move-in-ready



workplace fitted with essentials tailored to the specifications provided by the UNICITRAL
Secretariat.

World-class ICT infrastructure with cybersecurity safeguards for secure document
management systems and to facilitate remote work and video-conferencing capabilities for
hybrid hearings and consultations.

Key features and amenities of the proposed building located at Modibo Keita Close, East
Ridge, a choice suburb of Ghana’s vibrant capital, are outlined as follows:

1.2.2. Building Structure & Layout

12-Level Complex: Comprising 10 upper floors and a 2-level basement for secure
parking and additional facilities.

Modular Office Spaces: Flexible and customizable workspaces with varying sizes
(164sqm, 160sqm, 84sqm, 216sqm and 55sqm) and meeting rooms for
collaborative sessions.

1.2.3. Smart & Sustainable Infrastructure

Intelligent Building Management System (IBMS): Automated control of lighting,
ventilation, power, security, fire safety, water supply, and parking for optimal
efficiency.

Smart Metering System: Individual electricity meters for tenants to monitor and
manage power consumption.

Solar Power Integration: A 50kW solar power system supplemented by a 1500

KVA standby generator for uninterrupted power supply.

Energy-Efficient Design: Sustainable features to minimize environmental impact while
ensuring cost-effectiveness.

1.2.4. Security and Safety

24/7 Security & Access Control: Restricted entry via smart access systems for
lobbies, corridors, parking, and main entrances.

CCTYV Surveillance: Comprehensive monitoring throughout the premises for
enhanced safety.

Fire Safety Systems: Advanced detection and suppression mechanisms integrated
into the IBMS.

1.2.5. Premium Amenities for Convenience & Wellness

Fully Equipped Gymnasium: A 203sqm (18.25m x 11.65m) fitness centre on the
first floor for staff and tenants.

On-Site Clinic: Medical support available within the facility.

Underground Parking: Secure and spacious parking with controlled access.
Allotted parking slots for validated parking for visitors.

Ultramodern Restaurant with Terrace: A second-floor dining area offering a
relaxing ambiance with outdoor seating.

200-Seat Auditorium: A high-capacity conference hall for seminars, meetings,



and corporate events.
e Kitchenettes & Washrooms: Available on every floor, including disabled-friendly
restrooms.

1.2.6. Professional Facility Management

e 24/7 Maintenance & Support: Round-the-clock management ensuring seamless
operations.
e Partially Furnished Offices: Move-in-ready workspaces with essential fittings.

1.2.7. Residential Accommodation (In-Kind Contribution)

Ghana is pleased to commit to providing a fully furnished, four-bedroom luxury residence
situated within a secure, high-end gated community. The accommodation will be in close
proximity to the proposed office premises, as well as leading entertainment, recreational, and
healthcare facilities, ensuring comfort, convenience, and an exceptional living environment for
the Executive Director of the Advisory Centre.

1.2.8. Legal Privileges and Immunities

Ghana has ratified the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961), Vienna Convention
on Consular Relations (1963), and the General Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the
Organization of African Unity.

Ghana is fully committed to providing the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre with the legal
privileges and immunities essential for its independent and effective operation. In line with its
obligations under the Vienna Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations (1946), Ghana guarantees that the Centre, its officials, and its property will enjoy all
necessary protections to ensure uninterrupted functioning.

The Government stands ready to extend to the Centre, its staff, and its property the privileges
and immunities consistent with UN standards, including inviolability of premises, immunity
from legal processes for official acts, and tax and customs exemptions where applicable.

These guarantees ensure that the Centre can operate without interference, maintain neutrality,
and carry out its mandate efficiently. Ghana’s strong legal framework and respect for
international law provide a stable and enabling environment for the Centre’s work and long-
term presence.

Ghana will rapidly conclude a Host Country Agreement aligned with the privileges granted to
UN agencies resident in Ghana, and international institutions such as AfCFTA.

2. STABLE ENVIRONMENT

Ghana offers a safe and secure environment for residents and visitors alike and is characterised
by a low national crime rate, strong societal cohesion, and a longstanding record of internal
peace.



Accra consistently ranks among Africa’s most secure capitals in assessments of domestic
stability, personal safety, and overall peacefulness. Notably, the city placed fourth (4™) in West
Africa and seventh (7™) on the continent in the 2025 Global Peace Index.

The country’s security sector is anchored by a modern, professional, and well-trained police
service supported by specialised units in intelligence, cyber security, and counter-terrorism,
ensuring the continuous protection of persons, assets, and critical infrastructure. The visible
presence and reliability of these institutions provide a predictable, low-risk environment for
international staff and their families.

2.1. Political Stability

Ghana is undoubtedly one of Africa’s most stable democracies. Politically, Ghana continues to
distinguish herself with a strong documented record of over thirty (30) years of peaceful,
uninterrupted constitutional governance, a strong tradition of Rule of Law, and a demonstrated
commitment to multilateralism.

Ghana consistently achieves high rankings in international governance assessments, reflecting
its commitment to democratic accountability, institutional integrity, and good governance.
These performance indicators underscore the country’s credibility as a trusted and reliable host
state.

2.2. Legal and Regulatory Stability

Ghana maintains a strong independent judiciary, modern commercial legislation aligned with
UNCITRAL Model Laws, and our commercial, investment, and administrative laws are clear,
transparent, and consistently applied, providing certainty for long-term institutional operations.

Ghana’s commitment to legal stability and efficient dispute resolution is further demonstrated
by the establishment of the Commercial “Fast Track™ Court, a specialised division of the High
Court dedicated to the expedited handling of commercial and investment-related cases.

Established as part of broader judicial reforms to strengthen commercial dispute resolution,
these courts were designed to address cases requiring urgent attention, including complex
commercial matters, financial disputes, and high-value civil claims.

The Court’s existence underscores Ghana’s proactive approach to strengthening the Rule of
Law, enhancing investor confidence, and aligning the national justice system with international
best practices, making the country a strong and dependable host for the UNCITRAL Advisory
Centre.

Ghana has a respected Alternative Dispute Resolution framework (Alternative Dispute
Resolution Act, 2010). The Act provides a comprehensive and modern legal foundation for the
use of arbitration, mediation, and other dispute resolution mechanisms as alternatives to
litigation.

It promotes access to justice, reduces pressure on the courts, and ensures timely and cost-
effective dispute settlement. Further, it aligns with international standards, making Ghana a
stable and attractive environment for commercial operations and investment.



2.3. Economic Stability

Ghana is widely recognised as one of the most stable and resilient economies in the West
African sub-region, underpinned by sound macroeconomic management, prudent fiscal
reforms, and a diversified economic base supported by strong regional trade flows.

The country has maintained a consistent commitment to economic governance, transparency,
and structural reforms that support long-term growth and investment. Ghana’s economy
benefits from strong sectors, including services, agriculture, manufacturing, and natural
resources, creating a balanced foundation that enhances resilience to external shocks.

In addition, the nation’s sustained efforts to improve its business environment, highlighted by
the superb performance of its local currency, coupled with stable monetary policies and a
vibrant private sector, foster predictable conditions for trade and investment.

Ghana’s efficient and modern financial sector is one of the most developed in Africa, with
online and mobile banking rapidly supplementing face-to-face banking.

The country operates a liberal foreign exchange regime and an uninterrupted payment system
for financial transactions. The Central Bank supervises the banking sector to ensure that
transactions are done in a transparent and professional manner

This stable and forward-looking economic environment provides the assurance and reliability
necessary for hosting an international institution such as the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre.

2.4. Climate Stability

Ghana’s climate provides an appealing and comfortable environment for international staff,
experts, and their families. The country enjoys stable, warm tropical weather throughout the
year, with abundant sunshine and mild seasonal variations that support a vibrant outdoor
lifestyle.

Accra, in particular, benefits from refreshing coastal breezes, clean air, and consistently
pleasant temperatures that make daily living both enjoyable and energising.

This favourable climate enhances overall well-being, supports an active and healthy lifestyle,
and contributes to a welcoming atmosphere for visitors and residents alike. Ghana’s natural
warmth, both in climate and hospitality, makes it an attractive and inspiring location for hosting
the Headquarters of the Advisory Centre.

3. ACCESSIBILITY AND AFFORDABILITY
3.1. Ports

Accra is the most accessible aviation hub in West Africa and a growing regional transit centre
with direct flights to over 40 international destinations, including Europe, Middle East, North
America, and Africa.



Apart from the Kotoka International Airport in Accra, which handles both domestic and
international air traffic, Ghana has five (5) other domestic airports with advanced plans to add
another International Airport in Kumasi.

Major carriers including KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, British Airways, Qatar Airways, Turkish
Airlines, Ethiopian Airlines, Emirates, Egyptair, Kenya Airways, Royal Air Maroc, American
Airlines, Delta Airlines, TAP Portugal, South African Airways, Askay, and starting from June,
2026, Air Transat and Air Canada will begin direct flights to Accra, adding to the ever-growing
number of major airlines connecting to Accra, making Ghana significantly more accessible to
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) than many competing candidates.

Ghana has seaports at Takoradi and Tema with regular sea freight traffic to and from ports in
Africa, Europe, Asia, and North America. The ports handle a variety of cargo and service
landlocked countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger) within West Africa.

3.2. Housing

Ghana’s expanding middle class has driven significant growth in the real estate sector, resulting
in a modern and diversified housing market that meets reputable international standards. The
country offers a wide range of high-quality accommodation options, including single-unit
homes, luxury villas, serviced apartments, and contemporary condominiums.

These options are readily available within Accra and other major urban centres, ensuring that
staff of the UNCITRAL Centre and their families will have no difficulty securing appropriate
and comfortable housing at competitive and affordable rates.

The availability of secure residential communities and proximity to essential services,
including international schools specialised in British, American, French, and German curricula,
top-tier healthcare facilities, retail centres, and recreational amenities, enhances Ghana’s
suitability as a host country.

3.3. Hotel Accommodation and Conference Facilities

Ghana boasts a robust hospitality industry designed to meet the needs of international
institutions, conferences, and diplomatic missions. Accra is home to numerous globally
recognized hotels and resorts equipped with state-of-the-art conference facilities, meeting
rooms, business centres, and fine dining options, making them ideal for hosting UNCITRAL-
related events, training programmes, and expert missions.

Top-franchise and world-class hotels include the Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, Accra,
Marriott Hotel, Accra City Hotel, Movenpick Ambassador Hotel, La Palm Royal Beach Hotel,
Labadi Beach Hotel, Swiss Spirit Alisa Hotel, Fiesta Royale Hotel, and African Regency Hotel.
These establishments offer world-class accommodation and amenities that meet the
expectations of international delegates and staff.

Beyond Accra, additional high-quality hotels and resorts across the country provide excellent
venues for retreats, strategic planning sessions, and capacity-building workshops. The presence
of reputable car rental companies and transport service providers also ensures smooth and
reliable mobility for visiting experts and personnel.



3.4. Health Infrastructure

Ghana offers one of the most advanced and reliable healthcare systems in the West African
sub-region, combining strong public and private health services with highly trained medical
professionals. This comprehensive healthcare ecosystem ensures that the staff of the
UNCITRAL Centre, their families, and visiting delegates will have access to quality medical
care that meets international standards.

The country’s extensive public health infrastructure includes world-class tertiary and specialist
facilities such as the University of Ghana Medical Centre (UGMC), International Maritime
Hospital, the Bank Hospital, and the Accra Regional Hospital. These institutions are equipped
with modern diagnostic technology, specialist units, and emergency care services capable of
supporting the medical needs of international residents.

Complementing the public system is a robust private healthcare sector offering equally high-
quality services. Leading private hospitals and specialist centres such as St. Michael’s
Specialist Hospital, Nyaho Medical Centre, and Lister Hospital provide advanced medical care,
specialist consultations, elective procedures, and comprehensive wellness services. These
facilities are known for their efficiency, patient-centred care, and adherence to global medical
standards.

Ghana also operates excellent health insurance schemes, with most major public and private
hospitals accepting international health insurance policies. This ensures seamless access to care
for expatriate staff and foreign delegates without administrative barriers.

3.5. Visa Facilitation

Ghana operates a Visa-on-arrival for all African Union member-state nationals and nationals
from countries with no Ghanaian Embassy or Consulate, rapid VIP and diplomatic channels
for international staff, currently in place for officials from UN Organisations, etc.

The country has concluded over forty-two (42) reciprocal visa waiver agreements with both
African and non-African States, aimed at facilitating efficient and seamless travel between
partner nations.

Beyond these existing arrangements, the Government remains ready to prioritise and expedite
visa processing for officials, experts, and delegates associated with the Centre’s activities.

This commitment includes the provision of dedicated support channels within the Ghana
Immigration Service and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to ensure timely and seamless entry
procedures for all eligible personnel.

3.6. Digital Accessibility

Ghana has a rapidly modernizing digital ecosystem, reliable high-speed fibre networks, with a
growing cybersecurity infrastructure. The Country has legal frameworks on data protection that
are compliant with international standards.

Ghana boasts a rapidly developing digital ecosystem that provides a strong foundation for
hosting international institutions. The country has invested significantly in broadband



infrastructure, reliable internet connectivity, and modern ICT facilities across major cities,
ensuring seamless communication and digital operations.

The government has also implemented policies promoting e-governance, cybersecurity, and
innovation, creating an environment conducive to digital collaboration, data management, and
virtual conferencing. Major urban centres, including Accra, have access to high-speed internet,
tech hubs, and co-working spaces that support international organizations, startups, and
research activities.

This robust digital infrastructure ensures that the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre can operate
efficiently, leverage modern technologies, and remain connected with stakeholders worldwide,
reinforcing Ghana’s position as a technologically capable and forward-looking host country.

4. GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Ghana is strategically located to serve as an ideal host for the Advisory Centre or a prospective
Regional Hub. Geographically, Ghana sits at the gateway to the sub-region with direct
connectivity by air, land, and sea to multiple African corridors, including West Africa, Central
Africa, and the Sahel.

Ghana’s central geographical location provides ready access to Anglophone and Lusophone
zones, uniquely positioning it to serve a diverse set of legal systems. This proximity would
enable the Centre to seamlessly service legal advisory needs across multiple legal traditions,
languages, and regulatory systems within the sub-region.

Hosting the Centre in West Africa would strengthen the UN presence in a region currently
under-represented in major legal institutions, support capacity building for over 20 developing
and least developed countries in West and Central Africa, complement existing global
distribution, while advancing equitable access to investment dispute resolution services.

5. ATTRACTIVENESS AND QUALIFIED WORKFORCE
5.1. Skilled Workforce

Ghana is home to a vibrant, respected, and highly qualified legal community that is rapidly
expanding, reinforcing confidence in the country’s institutional landscape. The local Bar
comprises seasoned practitioners in international trade and investment law, commercial
litigation, arbitration, and public international law, many of whom are recognised across Africa
and globally for their expertise.

The Country maintains an active and expanding arbitration practice supported by well-
functioning arbitral institutions, including the Ghana Arbitration Centre (GAC), the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb — Ghana Branch), the Centre of International Mediation and
Arbitration (CIMA), Ghana ADR Hub, and several private dispute-resolution centres and
Associations such as the Ghana National Association of ADR Practitioners, Ghana National
Association of Certified Mediators and Arbitration among others.



These institutions operate to international standards, provide modern facilities and procedural
frameworks, and regularly handle complex commercial and investment-related disputes.

The presence of institutions such as the Ghana School of Law, University of Ghana School of
Law, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) School of Law,
Ghana Institute of Management and Public Administration (GIMPA), and several private law
faculties ensures a continuous supply of a highly qualified workforce.

5.2. Competitive Cost of Living
Accra offers lower operational and staff costs than European and Asian candidate cities.

Ghana offers a high standard of living at reasonable and sustainable costs, making it an ideal
location for international institutions.

Residents and visitors to Ghana can enjoy a diverse, readily available, and affordable food
landscape that ensures a high quality of life for residents and visitors.

Fresh produce is abundant with access to locally sourced staples, and a thriving market system
complemented by modern supermarkets and international food outlets. The reliability of
Ghana’s agricultural supply chains, combined with year-round access to fresh fruits,
vegetables, grains, and proteins, ensures that staff of the Advisory Centre can enjoy nutritious,
affordable, and varied meals with ease.

Accra and other major cities provide a wide range of dining options, from local cuisine to
global dishes, at competitive prices.

Transportation is both convenient and affordable, encompassing taxis, car rentals, public
transit, trains, and popular ride-sharing applications such as Uber and Bolt.

In addition to everyday essentials and utilities, leisure activities are easily accessible and
reasonably priced, ensuring a comfortable and enjoyable lifestyle. Together, these factors
create an environment where staff and visiting delegates of the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre
can live and work efficiently without excessive expenditure.

5.3. Arbitration Ecosystem to support the Centre

Ghana hosts the following centres and networks for Alternative Dispute Resolution:

e The Ghana Arbitration Centre

e Africa Arbitration Association networks

e Regional law firms specialised in ISDS

e A growing commercial dispute resolution community

6. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS

Ghana’s diplomatic and institutional landscape includes over 16 UN agencies, as well as major
continental and sub-regional entities.
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The proposed Centre will benefit from close and complementary cooperation with:

e AfCFTA Secretariat (Accra) and other African Union (AU)-based institutions

e Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) institutions

e United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), and other UN-related institutions

e African Development Bank and African Financial Institutions

e World Trade Organisation (WTO)

¢ International arbitration centres operating in Ghana and West Africa

e Local and international universities

6.1. Alignment with AfCFTA

e Ghana’s unique role as host of the AfCFTA Secretariat creates synergies

e Strengthening investment governance under the AfCFTA Investment Protocol
e Supporting negotiation capacity

¢ Enhancing coordinated continental approaches to ISDS

e Deepening Africa’s collective legal infrastructure

C. CONCLUSION

Ghana’s candidature presents a credible, cost-effective, strategically relevant, and
institutionally ready option for the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre or Regional Office. Building
on the successful precedent of hosting the AfCFTA Secretariat, Ghana offers the ideal
environment to operationalize a centre that enhances global equity in investment dispute
resolution.

Accra stands ready to welcome a Centre that will:

e Serve developing countries effectively

e Strengthen international commercial law reform

e Advance fair and transparent ISDS processes

¢ Build sustainable capacity across Africa and the Global South

The Government of Ghana respectfully submits this proposal and remains fully committed to
close cooperation with the UNCITRAL Secretariat throughout the evaluation and selection
process.
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