
Sustainable operations of the 
Advisory Centre – Budget and 
member contributions



Article 3(1)

“The Advisory Centre shall operate in a manner that is effective, affordable, accessible and 
financially sustainable.”

A/80/17, para. 204:

“The Commission agreed that the preparatory work should… focus on the following issues: … 
mechanisms to ensure sustainable operations, with an anticipated notional budget 
of approximately $4.5 million; … modalities for determining the amount of 
contributions by members based on the scale of assessments of the United Nations, 
and methods of payment…”



Modalities for budget allocation 

→ 3 Models based on the following assumptions:

➢ Membership contributions should cover the entirety of the Centre’s budget (A/CN.9/1218, 
paras. 29 and 31)

➢ A maximum cap should be introduced for all Members 
➢ The UN scale of assessment could be used to categorize UN Member States into different 

groups (A/CN.9/1218, paras. 34-37)
➢ Membership contributions should decrease as additional Members join



Model A
3 groups each
assigned a fixed unit



Model B
5 groups each
assigned a fixed unit



Model C
5 groups each with a 
maximum % of 
contribution



Contributions by REIOs

→ Different approaches for calculation: setting fixed amount; based on average or median 
assessment rate of REIO MSs; putting REIO into a specific Group depending on model 
chosen; or other approaches based on sum of the UN assessment rate of REIO MSs



Budget cycle and methods of payment

❑ Annual or multi-year membership dues: would provide consistent income stream but 
would require continuous administrative management.

❑ Multi-year contributions (e.g. five to ten years): would ensure stability and long-term 
planning, and could introduce reduced or fixed rates in contributions to encourage such 
commitments.

❑ One-time lump-sum contributions: would generate significant upfront funding and reduce 
administrative burdens, but may raise concerns about long-term sustainability of 
operations and fairness between Members.

→ Hybrid approach?



Way forward

→ The Meeting may wish to consider how best to reflect the appropriate financing structure in 
the Statute, including in article 8(2) which refers to Annex IV (Scale of Minimum 
Contributions). Alternative may be to suggest a financing structure, which would eventually 
be embodied in the regulations to be adopted by the Governing Committee.
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