
Advisory Centre as a related 
organization of the United Nations 
and associated issues



Host country agreement – article 9(2)

“The Advisory Centre shall conclude a host country agreement with [host State/Government 
to be determined].”

Key requirements for the HCA:

➢ Be based on the Statute and enable the Centre to properly fulfil its functions and services;
➢ Enable the Centre to operate in an accessible, sustainable and independent manner and 

in accordance with its objectives and general principles;
➢ Be consistent with other instruments to be adopted by the Advisory Centre
➢ Address in detail those issues which are not covered or not sufficiently dealt with in the 

Statute and other instruments, including P&I



Privileges and immunities – article 9(4) to (9)

“4. To fulfil its objectives, the Advisory Centre shall enjoy in the territories of each Member the privileges 
and immunities as set out in this Protocol. 
5. The archives of the Advisory Centre shall be inviolable, wherever they may be.
6. The Advisory Centre, its property and assets shall enjoy, at a minimum, such immunity as necessary 
for the fulfilment of its objectives and for the exercise of its functions, except when the Advisory Centre 
waives this immunity. 
7. The Advisory Centre, its property, assets and income, and its operations and transactions authorized 
by this Protocol shall be exempt from direct taxation and all customs duties. The Advisory Centre shall 
also be exempt from liability for the collection or payment of any taxes or customs duties. 
8. The Executive Director and staff members of the Secretariat shall enjoy immunity from legal process 
with respect to acts performed by them in the exercise of their functions, except when the Advisory 
Centre waives this immunity. 
9. No tax shall be levied on or in respect of salaries, expense allowances or other emoluments paid by 
the Advisory Centre to the Executive Director and the staff members of the Secretariat.”



Privileges and immunities – article 9(4) to (9) (continued)

→ Does article 9 sufficiently address the necessary P&I?

▪ 1946 UN Convention on P&I broader in scope: extends privileges to representatives of 
Member States and experts on mission, ensures the protection of official 
communications, and facilitates entry, residence, and visa issuance for officials and 
participants

▪ Possible revision: “4. To fulfil its objectives, the Advisory Centre shall enjoy in the 
territories of each Member the privileges and immunities as set out in this Protocol and as 
accorded by each Member to the United Nations and its staff members under the 
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations (1946).” 

▪ This would not apply to non-Members
▪ Other approaches: separate P&I instrument or in HQA
 



Relationship agreement

→ Basic considerations:

❖ Principles of mutual recognition and cooperation in the field of international dispute 
settlement

❖ Facilitate the proper operation and administration of the Centre and its staff, including 
with rules on common personnel standards, methods and arrangements; administrative 
cooperation and use of UNLP

❖ Decision to be taken by the Governing Committee and the General Assembly
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