
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thailand’s Written Submission to Host the Headquarters of  
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 Thailand has been a strong advocate of the Advisory Centre on International Investment 

Dispute Resolution. This is evidenced from its active participation in the UNCITRAL Working 

Group III since 2017, including its written submissions in 2018 and 2019 as well as its 

constructive role in drafting the Statute of an Advisory Centre on International Investment 

Dispute Resolution. Thailand was the first country to formally offer to host the Advisory 

Centre. Together with the UNCITRAL Secretariat, it organised the first Advisory Centre 

Operationalization (AC-OP) meeting in Bangkok in December 2024 as well as jointly hosted 

with France two events to further discuss operationalization issues in New York and Vienna  

in April and September 2025, respectively. As a developing country having experience with 

ISDS cases, Thailand truly believes that the Advisory Centre is one of the most impactful 

initiatives that will benefit least-developed and developing countries alike. This is why 

Thailand is committed and offers to host the headquarters of the Advisory Centre in Bangkok. 

 

Full Support from Thailand 

 The Thai Cabinet, on the 3rd of December 2024, has approved the budget for the 

Advisory Centre, which includes US$ 5 million for seed money during the first 5 years to 

ensure the Centre’s financial sustainability as well as a rental budget for the office space, 

amounting around US$ 300,000 annually. Potential sites for the headquarters have been 

identified and preliminary talks with the respective vendors have been conducted. These sites 

are located along metro lines, in the prime financial district of Bangkok. Each site has 

comprehensive facilities that will allow the Advisory Centre and its lawyers and staff to thrive 

as well as meet State clients’ needs and expectations.   
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Stable and conducive environment 

 Thailand is a vibrant business and investment hub in Southeast Asia. It is home to 

numerous multinational companies as well as international and regional organisations.  

This reflects Thailand’s stable and conducive environment for economic growth and 

opportunities. Companies and organisations benefit from the domestic market and can use 

Thailand as a gateway to the rest of the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.  

 

Accessibility and affordability 

 Bangkok offers modern conveniences at a reasonable cost with its physical and digital 

infrastructure. The city offers world-class office spaces, comprehensive public transportation, 

and cutting-edge digital connectivity. As a result, in-person and virtual hearings, hybrid events, 

and webinars will all be available and conducted with ease.  

As a popular destination, Bangkok has more than 1,600 flights daily. Such connectivity 

capacity will support the Advisory Centre’s services and activities. In addition, with its 

location, Bangkok is only one short flight away from renown arbitration centres in Asia and 

one direct flight away from the others, may it be Paris, London, or Washington DC.  

Among the candidate countries, Thailand offers one of the best purchasing power 

parities. This means that the estimated annual operational cost of US$ 4.5 million for the initial 

years of operation of the Centre will buy more goods and services in Bangkok compared to 

elsewhere, which contributes to its financial sustainability. 

 

Geographic distribution 

 Being a developing country with high capacity, Thailand is well placed to host the 

headquarters as this will symbolically reflect the fact that the Advisory Centre is an initiative 

for least-developed and developing countries. In addition, as the only country in the  

Asia-Pacific region that offers to host the Advisory Centre’s headquarters, Thailand represents 

over 50 countries.  

Based on its “global partnership for the Advisory Centre” with France, Thailand 

supports the idea that the Advisory Centre can better deliver its services through regional 

offices as well as the headquarters provided that regional offices are complementary and do not 

undermine its financial sustainability.   
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Attractiveness to a qualified workforce 

 Bangkok is already a magnet attracting a qualified workforce as it offers an unparalleled 

combination of high-quality living and affordability. Lawyers and staff of the Advisory Centre 

and visiting delegates can enjoy excellent accommodation, transportation, dining,  

and entertainment options—all within budgets that stretch further than in other major cities.  

In addition, the lawyers and staff, and their families will benefit from world-class hospitals and 

international schools. Last-but-not-least, as a business and investment hub, Bangkok also offers 

job opportunities for their spouses, which can further persuade qualified persons to work for 

the Centre.  

 

Cooperation and coordination 

 As a home of choice to almost 50 international organisations and regional offices for 

Asia and the Pacific, including the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok has built a solid track record and deep expertise  

in supporting these organisations. Such a vibrant community of international and regional 

organisations will provide an ecosystem for the Advisory Centre to thrive and ensure seamless 

cooperation and coordination.  

Bangkok is also home to several international and domestic law firms that offer legal 

and arbitration services. In addition, there are two well-established arbitration institutes, namely 

the Thai Arbitration Institute (TAI) and the Thailand Arbitration Center (THAC), which handle 

commercial and international arbitration cases. Such a legal and arbitration community  

can further provide support to and synergy with the Centre.  

 

Privileges and immunities 

To facilitate international and regional organisations to make Thailand their home,  

an Act on the Privileges and Immunities for International Organisations and International 

Conferences in Thailand was passed in 2018. The Act provides the necessary legislative 

framework that will expedite the process of guaranteeing the necessary privileges and 

immunities to the Advisory Centre, its employees, and visiting delegates. 
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Visa and work permit 

Under the 2018 Act, Thailand provides tailored visa and work permit facilitation to 

ensure smooth entry, residency, and employment of the Advisory Center’s employees and their 

family members as well as visiting delegates. Thailand guarantees the same level of ease and 

convenience as other leading international hubs worldwide. In addition, through the Smart Visa 

and Long-Term Resident Visa programmes, Thailand welcomes global innovators, 

entrepreneurs, researchers, and professionals to join and strengthen its dynamic talent pool. 

 

Hosting of the interim secretariat 

 It is recognised that the establishment of the Advisory Centre will inevitably take time 

given the linkage with the other ISDS reform elements and the multilateral instrument on ISDS 

reform. Thailand therefore offers to host the interim secretariat, if necessary, during the period 

prior to the actual operation of the Advisory Centre.   

 

 Thailand commits to make the Advisory Centre a thriving Centre that is not only a 

home for fairness and justice in international investment disputes, but also a hub for 

cooperation and a gateway to the world. It is hoped that Thailand’s actions since 2017 attest to 

its strong and sincere commitment towards stewarding the Centre’s effectiveness and 

sustainability in the future.  

 

*************** 

 


