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OFFICIAL PROPOSAL 

Egypt’s Candidacy to Host the UNCITRAL Advisory Centre on International 

Investment Dispute Resolution (ACoIIDR) or Its Regional Office 

I. Executive Summary : 

The Arab Republic of Egypt is honored to formally present its candidacy to host the 

Advisory Centre on International Investment Dispute Resolution (ACoIIDR) under the 

auspices of UNCITRAL  or its Regional Office. Egypt aligns fully with UNCITRAL’s host 

country criteria and offers a uniquely positioned platform to promote inclusive, regionally 

balanced access to international legal support. 

This proposal underscores Egypt’s institutional readiness, geographic relevance, cost 

efficiency, and strong political commitment to support the Centre’s mission and enhance 

equitable, predictable, and effective dispute resolution for developing and transition 

economies. 

 

II. Egypt’s Fulfillment of UNCITRAL Host Country Criteria : 

Criteria Egypt’s Alignment 

Government Support 

Supported by the Ministries of Investment and Foreign 

Trade, Justice, Foreign Affairs, and Finance with the 

endorsement of the Egyptian Council of Ministers, Egypt 

stands ready to conclude a Host Country Agreement.  

  

Stable Environment 

Resilient institutions, consistent legal frameworks, and a 

sound macroeconomic policy environment — including the 

transition to a flexible exchange rate regime that has 

contributed to higher economic growth, increased tourism 

revenues, greater remittances from Egyptians abroad, and 

improved net financial inflows — have all positively 

reflected on the external position and overall stability of the 

Egyptian economy, alongside Egypt’s strong record in 

hosting international bodies. 

  

Accessibility 

Cairo is a global aviation hub, with visa facilitation 

procedures for Centre staff and visitors handled through 

diplomatic channels. On the other hand, all modern means 
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Criteria Egypt’s Alignment 

of transportation are available, in addition to both Cairo 

International Airport and the New Administrative Capital 

Airport, which enhance the headquarters’ connectivity with 

all parts of the world.  

Proximity  to 

Stakeholders 

Egypt bridges Africa, the Middle East, and Europe, offering 

an optimal location to serve a diverse constituency. 

Affordability 
Lower operational costs than OECD countries, maximizing 

donor impact.  

Premises Availability 
Modern, secure facilities in the New Administrative Capital 

available for allocation.  

Quality of Life 
Access to international schools, quality healthcare, and a 

dynamic, affordable urban environment.  

International Cooperation 

Active partnerships with UNCITRAL, ICSID, UNCTAD, 

and regional arbitration centers and International 

Organizations.  

Geographic Balance 
Represents the Global South and fills a critical 

MENA/North Africa gap.  

Qualified Workforce 
Trilingual legal professionals with proven expertise across 

all principal branches of law and legal traditions.  

Host Country 

Agreement Capacity 

Proven experience hosting UN entities, ensuring conditions 

that support autonomous and effective operation. 

 

III. Egypt’s Experience Hosting UN Bodies : 

Egypt has a long-standing history of hosting United Nations and international 

organizations, providing all necessary legal assurances in accordance with the 1946 and 

1947 Conventions on Privileges and Immunities. 

Notable examples include: 

• Regional offices of UNHCR and IOM 

• Country offices of UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, and FAO 

• The League of Arab States, headquartered in Cairo, operating with privileges 

equivalent to those granted to international organizations 

Egypt has successfully concluded Host Country Agreements that ensure legal immunity, 

tax exemptions, inviolability of premises, and operational independence, in accordance 

with the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations (1946) and 
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the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies (1947)—

offering a secure and enabling environment for the Advisory Centre’s work. 

 

IV. Customized Hosting Offer : 

Egypt proposes to host the Centre in a secure, fully equipped facility in the New 

Administrative Capital which offers an advanced infrastructure, particularly as it has been 

designed and constructed as one of the region’s smart cities, aligned with UNCITRAL’s 

legal, staffing, and operational requirements.  

Requirement Egypt’s Offer 

Location 

Secure, equipped space in a strategically located facility; may be shared 

with a compatible entity per UNCITRAL’s flexibility on co-location. 

The Arab Republic of Egypt enjoys a strategic geographic location, 

serving as the northern gateway of the African continent to the rest of the 

world, and is situated at the heart of the Euro-Mediterranean region as well 

as the Arab and Middle East regions. Egypt also hosts a large number of 

embassies, international and regional organizations, and agencies that 

enjoy privileges and immunities in accordance with the Vienna 

Conventions on Diplomatic and Consular Relations, as well as Host 

Country Agreements. Egypt intends for the Centre’s headquarters or its 

regional office to be located in the New Administrative Capital, which 

forms part of Greater Cairo. The city provides dedicated security services 

for all international organizations and diplomatic missions, in addition to 

Cairo’s well-established reputation for safety and stability. 

“Detailed information on the allocation and specifications of the proposed 

headquarters will be provided in a supplementary note at the earliest 

convenience” 

  

Staff 

Capacity 
Infrastructure scalable for 10–25 staff, based on UNCITRAL estimates. 

Facilities 
Secure offices, multilingual reception, ICT infrastructure, archive, video 

conferencing, legal workspace. 

Legal 

Framework 

Full legal protections under international conventions; Egypt is prepared 

to engage immediately in the drafting process to conclude the Host 

Country Agreement as soon as practicable, targeting completion within 

six months of its selection.  

Security 
24/7 diplomatic-level security, with protected access and communication 

systems.  
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Requirement Egypt’s Offer 

Digital 

Services 

High-speed internet, interpretation booth access, and dedicated IT and 

admin support.  

Logistical 

Support 

Furnished and equipped premises at no cost during setup, as an in-kind 

contribution. 

Additional Strategic Elements 

• Training & Secondment: Fellowship opportunities for developing-country legal 

professionals. 

• Governing Committee Support: Egypt will host initial meetings and regional 

consultations. 

• Symbolic Impact: Reinforces UNCITRAL’s decentralization goals and equitable 

global access. 

 

V. Additional Strategic Advantages : 

1. Operational Readiness: Presence of CRCICA offers immediate technical 

capacity. 

2. Legal Diplomacy: Supports Egypt’s leadership in legal development for the Global 

South. 

3. Capacity Building: Cairo as a legal training hub for under-resourced states. 

4. Positioning Cairo: Reinforces Cairo’s status as a regional legal and business 

services center. 

5. Economic Impact: Boosts professional and hospitality sectors, aligning with 

economic reform goals. 

 

 

VI. Governance & UN Integration : 

• Egypt supports the Centre’s status as a related organization within the UN system, 

with full privileges and immunities ensuring operational independence. 

• Egypt aligns with the draft Statute, and supports transparent, merit-based staff 

recruitment and independent governance. 

• Egypt reaffirms the Centre’s functional neutrality and offers to host preparatory 

sessions, in coordination with the Ministries of Investment, Justice, and Foreign 

Affairs. 
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VII. Budget & Financing : 

• Host Contributions: Egypt will provide furnished and equipped premises at no 

cost during setup, as an in-kind contribution. 

• Centre Budget: Estimated annual cost (USD 4.5 million) will be covered by 

Member States’ contributions, membership fees and services fees; Egypt bears no 

financial obligation beyond defined responsibilities stipulated in the host country 

agreement. Specifically, Egypt will not bear the salaries or remuneration of any of 

the Centre’s staff members. 

• Sustainability Guarantee: Egypt offers a renewable 10-year commitment to 

hosting the Centre, ensuring stability and continuity. 

 

VIII. Commitment and Next Steps : 

Egypt stands ready to: 

• Provide fully equipped premises in the New Administrative Capital; 

• Deliver full logistical support during establishment and operation; 

• Facilitate privileges and immunities via a Host Country Agreement; 

• Host preparatory and regional consultations in support of shared ownership and 

inclusivity. 

Egypt also will provide: 

• Uninterrupted provision of premises and core logistical support for ten years, 

renewable by mutual agreement; 

• Non-interference in the Centre’s legal work, staff appointments, or internal 

governance; 

• A stable, politically neutral, and secure environment for the Centre’s operation. 

Annexes: 

• Executive Summary of Egypt’s Comparative Advantages 

 

We respectfully call upon all Member States to support Egypt’s candidacy to host the 

Advisory Centre or its regional office. Together, we can establish an institution that 
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embodies equity, accessibility, and effectiveness in international investment dispute 

resolution. 

The Arab Republic of Egypt reaffirms its unwavering commitment to a fair and inclusive 

global legal framework and stands ready to serve as a trusted host for the ACoIIDR or its 

regional office. 
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