
IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CRISIS ON 
LEGAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR TRADE: 

A trade facilitation perspective from ESCAP

Yann Duval

Chief, Trade Policy and Facilitation Section

Trade, Investment and Innovation Division , 

United Nations ESCAP



UNTFSURVEY.ORG



UNTFSURVEY.ORG

Implementation of TF: Progress 2019-2021
(128 countries covered in both 2019/2021 Surveys)

Source: UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation (2021)

Note: UNRCs are still receiving feedback from some member countries on data 
validation. Therefore, the results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the 
final report to be issued in the coming months.

Despite supply chain 
disruptions during COVID-19, 
implementation at global level 
increased by over 5 percent 
over the last two years. 

61.0%

66.4%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2019 2021

Global average implementation of 31 common 
measures



UNTFSURVEY.ORG



Cross-border exchange and legal 
recognition of electronic data/docs lacking

• Significant progress made on 
paperless trade implementation 
(e.g. national e-Single Windows)

• But cross-border paperless trade 
remains limited, including in G20 
countries





Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-

border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific 

(CPTA)

Article 1: Objective 
The objective of the present Framework Agreement is to promote cross-border 
paperless trade by enabling the exchange and mutual recognition of trade-related 
data and documents in electronic form and facilitating interoperability among 
national and subregional single windows and/or other paperless trade systems, for 
the purpose of making international trade transactions more efficient and 
transparent while improving regulatory compliance.

The enabling UN treaty entered into force in 2021





Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border 

Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

- 100% increase in number of 
acceding parties in 2022 –
now 11 parties

- Most inclusive and 
cooperative platform for 
progress

- Join to demonstrate high-
level commitment to digital 
trade transformation

- and enable cross-border 
cooperation

https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta

https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta


Conclusion & Way Forward

•COVID-19 crisis highlighted the importance of accelerating 
trade digitalization

•UNCITRAL instruments related to e-commerce supported 
the development of the CPTA

•UNCITRAL instruments will support the implementation of 
the CPTA going forward (e.g. MLETR)

• ESCAP-UNCITRAL collaboration to be continued

•Armenia and other ESCAP members encouraged to join 
CPTA treaty as soon as possible.
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Thank you!
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ANNEXES



ESCAP Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
Border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDzcLwBzU3s&t=37s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTPXQIr8RHU&t=102s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDzcLwBzU3s&t=37s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTPXQIr8RHU&t=102s




Trade Digitalization: Benefits from 
cross-paperless trade facilitation

Full implementation 
of cross-border 
paperless trade is 
expected to result 
in 13% trade cost 
reduction (up to 
26%)

and an increase in 
global trade by at 
least $750 billion a 
year
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UN Global Survey on Digital and 
Sustainable Trade Facilitation (TF)

Implementation data for:

• 50+ TF measures

• 140+ countries

• Since 2015
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WTO TFA-related measures 

Digital TF: paperless trade & 
cross-border paperless trade
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Sustainable TF: for SMEs, for 
Agriculture, for women, trade finance

Trade facilitation during crisis 
and pandemic 
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