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Further to the work on establishing an
enabling legislative environment for
end-to-end trade digitalization and as
requested by UNCITRAL, the UNCITRAL
secretariat is organizing a Colloquium on
Digital Payments and Paperless Trade, to
be held in Vienna (19-21 January 2026).

In preparation for that Colloquium, this
webinar will take stock of trends, policy
and legal issues relating to paperless
trade.

For background, OECD and OSCE have
recently issued policy documents on

paperless trade (The Digitalisation of
Trade Documents and Processes: Going
Paperless Today, Going Paperless
Tomorrow (OECD); A Practical Guide to
Cross-border Facilitation (OSCE)).
Moreover, the World Bank has released the
Digital Trade Regulatory Readiness (DTRR)
dataset to measure trade digitalization.
One DTRR pillar refers to electronic
transactions, and one policy area to
paperless trade.

These documents provide a guiding
framework in which UNCITRAL can carry
out its preparatory work on paperless
trade and trade digitalization, mindful
that, while paperless trade, as a B2G
process, is part of end-to-end trade
digitalization, it may still require specific
enabling legal solutions.



https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/the-digitalisation-of-trade-documents-and-processes_64872f25-en/full-report.html
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/3/6/597246.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2025/09/10/digital-trade-regulatory-readiness-dtrr-database#:~:text=The%20World%20Bank%E2%80%99s%20DTRR%20database%20assesses%20countries%20across,nine%20policy%20areas%20to%20ensure%20transparency%20and%20accuracy.
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1:00 - 1:05 p.m. — Introductory remarks by Luca Castellani, Legal Officer, UNCITRAL
secretariat

1:05 - 1:25 p.m. — Silvia Sorescu, Policy Analyst, OECD — OECD Trade Policy Paper: The
Digitalisation of Trade Documents and Processes, Going Paperless Today, Going ’
Paperless Tomorrow

1:25 - 1:45 p.m. — Satya Prasad Sahu, Senior Trade Facilitation Specialist, the World
Bank Group — Digital Trade Regulatory Readiness (DTRR) database

1:45 - 2:05 p.m. — Johan Boelts, Economic Connectivity Officer, Economic Governance
Unit, OSCE — OSCE report: A Practical Guide to Cross-Border Facilitation

2:05 - 2: 30 p.m. — Discussion and @ & A
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/trade/publication/port-community-systems-driving-trade-in-the-21st-century
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