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Monday, 19 January 2026: Part I – Digital Payments 
 
Panel 1 – Payments and payment systems: domestic approaches and digital advances 
 

- Mark Tamba Nyuma, Ag. Director, Foreign Trade, Export Promotion & Regional Integration, 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, Government of Sierra Leone  

 
Driving excellence in Trade Policy Formulation and Reviews, Trade Negotiations (AfCFTA, WTO, 
ECOWAS, AGOA, EU Trade Agreement, China Trade Agreement and India Trade with Sierra Leone and 
other REC and bilateral trade agreement) Trade Facilitation, Payment System, Financial Technology, 
Credit Risk, and Strategic Financial Management, Financial Analyst, and Enhancing growth / profit 
through pioneering strategies, with 15+ years’ experience in writing trade policies, trade negotiations, 
trade and credit underwriting standards, Investment Banking, credit analysts, Fintech, corporate 
finance, development of business plans and leading a start-up business.  
 
Mark Tamba Nyuma’s experience spans diverse sectors (private and public). Partnered and collaborated 
closely with professionals from well established conglomerates Developed & nurtured relationships with 
several institutions and asset managers across various banks. Outstanding track record of identifying 
business opportunities, developing / implementing client targeting and account management strategies. 
Extensive advisory and hands-on deal experience in handling acquisitions, mergers, restructuring, 
consolidation, risk management & mitigation, investment planning and tax planning among others. Takes 
end-to-end ownership for the entire transaction’s life cycle including identifying suitable opportunities 
for trade and trade related mechanism, financial analysis, and deal structuring and transaction closure. 
Possesses a keen eye for detail and establish a ‘win-win’ relationship with diverse cultures in fiercely 
competitive situations. 
 
 
 

- Andrés Rodríguez, Technical Coordinator, Subdirectorate of Surveillance, Payment Systems 
Department, Central Bank of the Dominican Republic 

 
Andrés Rodríguez is a lawyer specializing in financial regulation and payment systems. He currently 
works in the Payment Systems Department of the Central Bank of the Dominican Republic, where he 



actively participates in the design, review, and modernization of the regulatory framework applicable to 
payment systems, electronic payment instruments, and financial market infrastructure. He has been 
part of the technical team of the Dominican Republic's Financial Innovation Hub, contributing to the 
regulatory analysis of innovative initiatives related to digital payments, emerging models for providing 
payment services, and new technological schemes, in a dialogue environment among authorities, the 
private sector, and stakeholders in the financial ecosystem. 
He has experience in comparative regulation, instant payments, electronic money, financial consumer 
protection, and the analysis of technologies applied to payments, including interoperability schemes 
and cross-border services. He has collaborated on regulatory reform processes aimed at strengthening 
the efficiency, security, competition, and financial inclusion of the Dominican payment system. His work 
combines a legal perspective with a technical understanding of financial market infrastructures and 
international regulatory developments in payments and payment systems. 
 

- Tomonori Fujiike, Partner at Hori & Partners, Attorneys-at-Law (Japan), Visiting Lecturer, Chiba 
University Law School, Chair, Legal Affairs Committee, Japan Electronic Payment Promotion 
Organization 
Chair, Legal Affairs Committee, Japan Multi-Payment Network Management Organization, LL.M., 
King’s College London 

 
He has been involved in the development of national payment infrastructures in Japan, including debit 
card systems and bill-payment systems operated by banks across the country. He has also worked on 
various digital payment services, including electronic funds transfers, electronic money, and 
stablecoins. In addition, he is engaged in the JPQR project, a unified national standard for payment 
barcodes and QR codes established by the Payments Japan Association. The project aims to enable 
interoperability with standardized QR-code payment schemes in other countries. 
 

- Yanying Li (facilitator)  
 
Yanying Li is a Legal Officer at the International Trade Law Division (ITLD), Office of Legal Affairs of the 
United Nations, which serves as the secretariat to the United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL). Yanying currently serves as the Secretary of UNCITRAL Working Group VI 
(Negotiable Cargo Documents). She is also responsible for the organization of the annual sessions of 
UNCITRAL as well as UNCITRAL matters related to the UN General Assembly. 
 
Before joining the ITLD, she worked in the field of banking and international arbitration at the Asian 
Development Bank (Manila), Clifford Chance LLP (London) and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (the 
Hague). 
 
Panel 2 – Payment-related provisions in international trade agreements and facilities: the current 
landscape 
 

- Joscelyn Magdeleine (Mr.), Counsellor, Trade in Services and Investment Division, World Trade 
Organization 

 
Joscelyn Magdeleine is Counsellor in the Trade in Services and Investment Division of the WTO Secretariat. 
He serves as Secretary of the Committee on Trade in Financial Services and is responsible for the Services 
Integrated-Trade Intelligence Portal (I-TIP services), the Services Trade Policy Database and STRI. His 
sectoral responsibilities include financial and health-related services. He was working from 2003 to 2014 
on trade in services statistics related issues in the Economic Research and Statistics Division of the WTO. 



Before joining the WTO in 2003 he worked in the OECD, mainly on services related issues. He recently co-
authored papers analysing applied services policies of countries, contributed to the analysis of 
bilateral/regional trade agreements covering trade in services, and produced a report on the role of trade 
in medical goods and services policies to deal with future pandemics. 
 

- Rodrigo Monardes, Head of International Affairs, International Finance and Affairs Division, 
Ministry of Finance of Chile  

 
Lawyer from the University of Chile and an LL.M. Heidelberg University, with more than 15 years of 
experience on international economic issues, trade and investment law and international organizations. 
Currently as Head of International Affairs at the Ministry of Finance he oversees Chile’s relations with 
MDBs, financial services negotiations and climate financing. Previously, he was Counsellor at the 
Permanent Delegation of Chile at the OECD and Head of the Services and Investment Division and the 
OECD Division of the Undersecretariat of International Economic Relations of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Chile. He was Services and Investment Lead for the EU modernization process, CPTPP and other 
bilateral negotiations such as China, Australia, Thailand, Hong Kong, etc. Co-chair of the Investment 
Expert Group of APEC and lead for the services and investment group of the Pacific Alliance, National 
Contact Point of the RBC Guidelines of the OECD, Chair of the Working Party of the Trade Committee. 
 

- Intan Murnira Ramli, Senior Policy Fellow, Policy Design Department, Economic Research 
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia  

 
Dr. Intan Murnira Ramli is a Senior Policy Fellow in the Policy Design and Operation Department, at the 
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), Jakarta, Indonesia. At ERIA, Dr. Ramli leads 
strategic research and advisory projects that connect ASEAN policymakers with actionable insights on 
regional economic integration. Her work include connectivity, trade in services and investment, 
sustainable economy including blue economy and circular economy, emerging technologies such as AI 
and quantum computing, and regulatory harmonization, ensuring that digital services supports inclusive 
growth. With over 20 years in trade and investment policy—including roles in Malaysia’s government and 
negotiations for RCEP and TPP—Dr. Ramli brings deep expertise in international trade law and digital 
economy governance. She holds a PhD in International Trade Law from the University of Kent and 
advanced qualifications in trade and finance. 
 

- Giuseppe Bianco, Lead Coordinator, Data Flows, Governance and Privacy Division, Directorate 
for Science, Technology and Innovation, Organisation for Economic Co-
Operation and Development 

 
Lead Coordinator on cross-regulatory digital cooperation and on cross-border payments and data flows 
at the OECD. Prior to this, he has been a banking regulation expert at Banca d'Italia and an international 
finance and development fellow at the IMF.  
 
He teaches International Financial Regulation at Sciences Po Paris. He has published widely, including a 
monograph on sovereign debt restructuring. He obtained a PhD in International Economic Law (Oslo and 
Sorbonne Universities) and an LLM (New York University). He is an attorney admitted to the New York Bar 
and has been a visiting scholar at the Lauterpacht Centre, University of Cambridge. 
 

- Corentin Baslé (facilitator) 
 



Corentin Baslé is a Legal Officer at the International Trade Law Division, United Nations Office of Legal 
Affairs, which also serves as the Secretariat of UNCITRAL, based in Vienna, Austria. His main functions 
include servicing the sessions of UNCITRAL Working Group III (ISDS Reform), carrying out related 
legislative work and undertaking capacity building activities. 
 
Prior to joining UNCITRAL, Corentin worked as a qualified lawyer in international law firms in Paris and 
London, where he advised and represented parties in international arbitration and State-to-State 
disputes. He holds a Master’s law degree from the Université Paris II Panthéon-Assas, an LLM from the 
Humboldt Universität zu Berlin and an LLM in international law from King’s College London. 
 
 
Panel 3 – Understanding ongoing initiatives and work on digital payments and payment systems 
(part I) 
 

- Gérardine GOH ESCOLAR, Deputy Secretary General of the Permanent Bureau of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law (HCCH) 

 
Dr Gérardine Goh Escolar is Deputy Secretary General of the Permanent Bureau of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law (HCCH). She concurrently heads the International Commercial, 
Digital and Financial Law (CODIFI) Division, with responsibility for key HCCH normative and post-
Convention work including oversight of the HCCH 1985 Trusts Convention, the HCCH 2006 
Intermediated Securities Convention, the 2015 HCCH Principles on Choice of Law in International 
Commercial Contracts, and the HCCH Experts’ Groups on CBDCs, Carbon Markets, and Digital Tokens, 
as well as monitoring developments in the digital economy, restructuring and insolvency, and 
intellectual property from a private international law perspective. Dr Goh Escolar is also Professor (Adj) 
at the Faculty of Law and Academic Fellow at the Centre for Technology, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence 
and the Law (TRAIL) at the National University of Singapore. 
 

- Francesco Di Salvo, Senior Financial Sector Specialist, Payments Team, Finance, 
Competitiveness & Innovation Global Practice, World Bank  

 
Francesco Di Salvo is a Senior Financial Sector Specialist at the World Bank’s Finance, Competitiveness 
& Investment global department, working in the Financial Inclusion, Infrastructure & Access unit. He 
joined the World Bank in 2020. He provides technical assistance to governments and central banks. The 
assistance is aimed at supporting policy reforms and implementations in a series of thematic areas 
related to the financial systems: regulatory and policy frameworks, payment systems development, 
innovation, digital identity, financial inclusion, government payments, and international remittances. 
Previously, Francesco held several roles within Mastercard, the last being Director of Product 
Management for the Data & Services Unit. He also served for three years as a market infrastructure 
expert at the European Central Bank. 
 

- JIN Hui, Special Expert, Beijing Two-Zone Office and Dean, Beijing Borui Opening-up Policy 
Research Institute (Beijing Pilot Free Trade Zone) 

 
JIN Hui received her B.E. and M.S.E. in Engineering Physics from Tsinghua University in 2001 and Ph.D. in 
Statistics from Harvard University in 2006. She was an Assistant Vice President and Global Fixed Income 
Investment Strategist at State Street Bank from 2006 to 2009. During 2009-2018, she was an Economist 
at International Monetary Fund, working in the Monetary and Capital Markets Department (MCM), African 
Department (AFR), and Fiscal Affairs Department (FAD). She is now a Special Expert at the Beijing “Two-



Zone” Office, Dean of the Beijing Borui Open-up Policy Research Institute, and Committee Member of 
Beijing Arbitration Committee/Beijing International Arbitration Center, with a focus on digital economy 
policy innovation in the “Two Zones”. 
Note: “Two Zones” represent the China (Beijing) Pilot Free Trade Zone and the Integrated National 
Demonstration Zone for Opening up the Services Sector. 
 

- Qin En Looi, Managing Partner, Onigiri Capital & Saison Capital 
 
Qin En Looi is the Managing Partner of Onigiri Capital, a venture capital fund launched by Saison Capital, 
the corporate venture arm of Japan’s Credit Saison. Qin En funds, advises, and empowers blockchain 
founders who are unlocking real-world, global financial products and utility across stablecoins, payments, 
tokenized assets, DeFi, and financial markets infrastructure. 
 
At Saison Capital, Qin En is a Partner leading early-stage investments across fintech and commerce. He 
kickstarted Credit Saison’s digital asset strategy, and co-founded ONCHAIN, Asia’s first real-world asset 
conference. 
 
Qin En was formerly the Co-Founder and COO of Glints, Southeast Asia’s largest talent ecosystem. He 
has been featured on Forbes 30 Under 30 and Entrepreneurs 27 Under 27 for being one of the youngest 
founders in the region to raise venture funding. 
 

- Neale Bergman (facilitator) 
 
Neale Bergman is a Senior Legal Officer in the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, International Trade 
Law Division (UN/OLA/ITLD), which functions as the substantive secretariat for the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). Prior to his appointment to the ITLD in January 2025, 
Mr. Bergman served as an Attorney-Adviser in the United States Department of State’s Office of the Legal 
Adviser.  In that role, he advised on legislation and foreign assistance matters (2024-2025), economic and 
business affairs, including international financial institutions and sovereign debt matters (2021-2024), 
management and diplomatic security (2019-2021), and international claims and investment disputes 
(2009-2014). With respect to the latter, he represented the United States in State-State and investor-State 
arbitrations and served on the U.S. delegation to UNCITRAL Working Group II during the development of 
the UNCITRAL Rules on Transparency in Treaty-Based Investor-State Arbitration and the Mauritius 
Convention. Mr. Bergman also served at the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law 
(UNIDROIT) as a Legal Officer (2014-2019), where he served as secretary for the working groups which 
developed the 2016 UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts, the UNIDROIT 
Legislative Guide on Intermediated Securities and the UNIDROIT/IFAD Legal Guide on Agricultural Land 
Investment Contracts. 
 
Panel 3 – Understanding ongoing initiatives and work on digital payments and payment systems 
(part II) 
 

- Ricardo Salazar, President of the Consumer Ombudsman's Office of El Salvador 
 
Economist with a master's degree in public administration and a specialist in market regulation. He has 
over 25 years of experience in market verification and regulation, consumer protection, economic and 
financial analysis, and the design and implementation of public policies. Since 2018, he has held the 
position of President of the Consumer Protection Agency, the government consumer protection agency 
in El Salvador.  



 
Since 2022, he has been appointed Technical Secretary of the Central American Consumer Protection 
Council. For the 2023-2024 period, he was in charge of the Presidency of the Management Committee of 
the Safe Consumption and Health Network (RCSS) of the Organization of American States. For 2018-
2019, he was appointed President of the Ibero-American Forum of Consumer Protection Agencies 
(FIAGC). Between 2009 and 2018, he held managerial and leadership positions at the Consumer 
Protection Agency. Between 2012 and June 2014, he served as Director of the Hydrocarbons and Mining 
Regulatory Directorate of the Ministry of Economy. 
 

- Stephen Fishbourne, Legal Director, Financial Regulation, Addleshaw Goddard 
 
Stephen is an experienced regulatory lawyer with a background in both private practice and at a 
regulator, and across the UK's financial services landscape. His particular focus is on advising on the 
prudential and conduct regulation of banks, building societies and investment firms, wholesale 
elements of payments, digital assets and wider financial market infrastructure. His experience includes 
advising on a range of regulatory capital driven transactions and regulatory structuring on M&A deals 
relating to financial services groups, as well as advising firms on the UK's resolution, ringfencing and 
operational resilience regimes, novel digital assets products and the regulatory aspects of derivative 
transactions.  
 
Prior to joining Addleshaw, Stephen worked for the Bank of England (BoE), most recently leading the 
team advising the BoE senior leadership on its role as supervisor of financial market infrastructure, 
including systemic payment systems, clearing and securities settlement. At the BoE Stephen's 
experience also covered the prudential regulation of banks and building societies, including the public 
sector rescue or resolution of distressed firms, digital assets, including the BoE's "digital pound", 
operational resilience and international sanctions, as well as liaising with regulators and central 
government regarding policy development and regulatory reform in financial services. Prior to the BoE, 
Stephen worked for a magic circle law firm in London on Hong Kong, advising on a wide range of finance 
and corporate transactions. 
 

- Jill Lagos Shemin, Individual contributor: Head of Policy, EMTECH; Senior Digital Development 
Advisor - UNDP, The Joint SDG Fund; and Research Affiliate - The Cambridge Centre for 
Alternative Finance 

  
Jill Lagos Shemin has extensive experience in digital finance in emerging markets, working with 
regulators, young fintechs, market research, strategy and consulting on the enabling environment for 
fintech and regulation. 
  
She has over 10 years of work in the digital financial services and fintech ecosystem, with extensive 
experience in emerging markets. Her work is diverse and always focuses on growing more resilient and 
inclusive financial markets. From working at the origin of mobile money and agent network business 
models, she moved along the value chain to work in the enabling environment for fintech, including 
regulatory innovations, policy analysis, SupTech, and today works on modernizing central banking and 
payments in the era of tokenized finance. 
 

- Adam Israel, Chief Compliance Officer and Co-Founder, Mesh Connect, Inc.  
 



Adam Israel is a business executive with over 20 years of experience in the financial services industry. 
Prior to co-founding Mesh in 2020, he held senior leadership roles in wealth management and banking at 
HSBC and JPMorgan Chase. At Mesh, he serves as Chief Compliance Officer. 
  
Adam brings deep expertise across policy and regulatory affairs, corporate governance, risk 
management, strategy, and business development. In his role at Mesh, he oversees global compliance 
and regulatory strategy. 
 

- Neale Bergman (facilitator) 
 

Tuesday, 20 January 2026: Part I - Digital payments (cont’d) 
 
Panel 4 – Rights and obligations of parties in cross-border payment systems and payment as 
contractual performance 
 

- Liliana Fratini Passi, Managing Director, CBI, and Vice Chair, UN/CEFACT Bureau 
 
Ms. Fratini Passi is the Managing Director of CBI, a company that develops open banking/open finance 
data exchange platforms and cross-border digital payment services for Payment Service Providers and 
the Public Administration. 
  
She holds the position of Vice Chair at UN/CEFACT (United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and 
Electronic Business) for the International Supply Chain Programme Development Area and acts as a 
liaison Rapporteur of the UNECE to the ISO Technical Committee on Financial Services (ISO TC68), in 
addition to representing the Italian Delegate for UNINFO of the ISO 20022 Registration Management 
Group (RMG) 
Throughout her career, she has also served as an expert at the European Commission for e-Invoicing and 
chaired the Financial Services Working Group of the National Committee on Trade Facilitation at the 
Italian Ministry of Economic Development. 
 
Over the years, she has authored articles and papers published both domestically and internationally. 
She is a keynote speaker and a recognized opinion leader in digitalization, e-payments, open finance, 
and gender diversity. 
 

- Yan Xiao, Policy expert and former Project Lead for the Digital Trade Portfolio, World Economic 
Forum  

 
Yan Xiao is a policy expert and advisor specializing in Fintech and RegTech. Formerly with the World 
Economic Forum, she led global digital trade initiatives, published influential reports and 
thought‑leadership pieces on digital payments, and established the Forum’s first public‑private advisory 
committee on digital payments to advance sustainable innovation. She brings extensive private‑sector 
experience across financial services, e‑commerce, cross‑border investment, and capital markets, 
having previously served as in-house counsel for Ant Financial/Alipay and as an attorney at Shearman & 
Sterling LLP. Yan holds a B.A. in Economics and Political Science from New York University and a J.D. 
from the University of Michigan Law School. 
 

- Andre Janssen, Chair Professor of European Private Law at Radboud University Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands 



 
André Janssen is Chair Professor of European Private Law at Radboud University Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands. He has been a visiting scholar or professor at prestigious institutions, including Bocconi 
University (Milan), Catholic University of Lyon, Chinese University of Political Science and Law (Beijing), 
City University (Hong Kong), East China University of Political Science and Law (Shanghai), Koç University 
(Istanbul), Oxford University, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso, Turin University, and Verona 
University. He also held the Francqui Chair, funded by the Francqui Foundation in Belgium and the Global 
Law Chair at Leuven University, and currently holds the Wenlan Scholar Chair at Zhongnan University of 
Economics and Law (Wuhan). 
 
André has delivered over 250 presentations at international conferences across five continents. He is a 
current or former member of various national and international research networks and has authored more 
than 170 publications, including books, articles, and other contributions, with a focus on European Private 
Law, Commercial Law, Comparative Law, and Digital Law (e.g., Artificial Intelligence and Law, blockchain, 
and smart contracts). He serves as Co-Chief Editor of the European Review of Private Law (ERPL) and is on 
the editorial boards of the International Arbitration Law Review (IALR) and Opinio Juris in Comparatione. In 
2023, he was elected Rapporteur by the CISG Advisory Council for the forthcoming opinion on “Smart 
Products under the CISG.” André is also a Council Member of the European Law Institute and Co-Chair of 
its Special Interest Group on Digital Law. 
 

- Louise Taylor Digby, Vice-Chair ICC Banking Commission, and former Global Head Sustainable 
Value Propositions, SWIFT 

 
Louise has over 20 years’ international experience in financial services, spanning senior roles in global 
commercial banking and financial market infrastructure. She has worked at the intersection of industry, 
policy and technology to advance safe, inclusive and interoperable financial services.  
Based in Singapore, she collaborates with public- and private-sector stakeholders to diagnose structural 
challenges and help reshape the financial system in service of the real economy.  
She is Vice-Chair of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Banking Commission, a leading 
global rule-making body for trade and supply-chain finance whose standards underpin trillions in global 
commerce. In this role, she focuses on tackling systemic frictions so that capital can flow more 
effectively to businesses, supporting sustainable growth and shared prosperity. 
 

- Luca Castellani (facilitator) 
 
Luca Castellani is a legal officer in the Secretariat of the United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL). As secretary of UNCITRAL Working Group IV (Electronic Commerce), he oversaw 
the preparation of the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records and of the UNCITRAL 
Model Law on the Use and Cross-Border Recognition of Identity Management and Trust Services. He has 
assisted several countries in the enactment of UNCITRAL texts on electronic commerce. He is also 
active in the field of paperless trade facilitation and has contributed to drafting the Framework 
Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific. 
 
Panel 5 – Interoperability issues and the role of identity management and trust services in cross-
border digital payments 
 

- Nafis Alam, Professor and Head of the School of Business, Monash University Malaysia 
 



Dr Nafis Alam is a Professor and Head of the School of Business at Monash University Malaysia. Apart from 
his current role at Monash University, he has worked at Henley Business School Malaysia, the University 
of Reading Malaysia, and Nottingham University Business School at the University of Nottingham Malaysia. 
He has held visiting positions at universities in the UK and Indonesia.  
 
Professor Alam is a well-regarded scholar and commentator on FinTech, RegTech and financial regulation. 
He is actively involved in the FinTech ecosystem and provides thought leadership in nurturing FinTech 
players.  He has published over 50 peer-reviewed articles in leading journals, including The World 
Economy, Emerging Markets Review, Pacific-Basin Finance Journal, and Journal of Banking Regulation. 
Prof Alam is also the ambassador at the Emerging Payment Association Asia (EPAA), a think tank that 
drives discussion and collaboration among the Payment ecosystems in Asia. Professor Alam has co-
authored nine books and numerous book chapters on FinTech, Islamic Finance and contributed to several 
global reports on FinTech. As a frequent traveller, he has given lectures on FinTech and finance worldwide, 
including at Harvard Law School and the University of Cambridge. He can be followed on X @nafisalam. 
 

- Giusella Finocchiaro, Alma Mater Studiorum, University of Bologna 
 
Giusella Finocchiaro is a Full Professor of Private Law at the University of Bologna, where she teaches 
Internet Law and Artificial Intelligence Law. She is a member of the Academy of Sciences of the Institute 
of Bologna. She is the Founder of Studio Legale Finocchiaro, a boutique law firm based in Milan and 
Bologna, specializing in law and regulation of new technologies, data protection and privacy, e-
commerce, and electronic signatures. From 2014 to 2022, she served as Chair of the UNCITRAL Working 
Group on Electronic Commerce. She was also a member of the UNIDROIT Working Group responsible for 
the development of the International Principles and Legislative Guidance on Digital Assets and Private 
Law. She chaired the Commission appointed by the Italian Ministry of Justice to draft the legislative 
decrees implementing the European Union data protection framework.  
 
She is currently a member of the Commission on Artificial Intelligence of the Presidency of the Council of 
Ministers of Italy. Professor Finocchiaro acts as a legal expert for the World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank. She served as President of the banking foundation Fondazione del Monte di Bologna 
e Ravenna from 2015 to 2023 and currently holds several corporate appointments. She is the author of 
numerous publications on information technology law and digital regulation, including Diritto 
dell’intelligenza artificiale (Zanichelli, Bologna, 2025) and Intelligenza artificiale. Quali regole (Il Mulino, 
Bologna, 2024), translated into several languages. 
 

- Emmanuel Khisa, Digital public infrastructure consultant and former Africa Director, Centre for 
Digital Public Infrastructure  

 
Emmanuel Oloo Khisa is a seasoned leader in technology with over 22 years of experience, prominently 
focusing on digital financial services and identity technologies for the past 15 years. Emmanuel Oloo 
Khisa is currently serving as a consultant in digital public infrastructure and previously served as the 
Africa Director at CDPI, where he was responsible for creating a support pipeline for DPI in Africa for the 
global south-south collaborative initiative in areas such as ID, payments, data exchange, and digital 
credentials. He previously led groundbreaking initiatives at the Smart Africa Secretariat, overseeing 
Digital ID, digital payment blueprints and projects, and digital trade projects across the continent. He 
has extensive experience in implementing digital financial services and digital agriculture solutions, 
where he has led payments and digitization projects across Africa, Asia, and Eastern Europe. 
 

- Clare Rowley, Head of Business Operations, Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation (GLEIF) 



 
Clare Rowley is the Head of Business Operations at the Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation (GLEIF) 
where she plays a pivotal role in steering global strategy, fostering international partnerships, and 
advancing the worldwide adoption of the Global Legal Entity Identifier System. In this capacity, she leads 
GLEIF’s global business development initiatives and oversees strategic partner relationship 
management programs. Collaborating closely with the GLEIF CEO and key stakeholders worldwide, Ms. 
Rowley is instrumental in shaping the future of legal entity identification and enhancing transparency 
across global financial ecosystems. 
 
Bringing a wealth of experience from the public sector, Ms. Rowley previously served at the United States 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), where she led technology initiatives aimed at 
strengthening bank resolution frameworks. Ms. Rowley is a CFA® charterholder and holds a Master of 
Science in Predictive Analytics from Northwestern University. With a strong track record in data-driven 
decision-making and financial system modernization, she is a recognized leader in the intersection of 
regulatory technology, financial stability, and global standard-setting. 
 

- Alexander Kunzelmann (facilitator) 
Alexander Kunzelmann is a Legal Officer with the UNCITRAL secretariat, and currently serves as 
secretary of Working Group IV (Electronic Commerce). He was also actively involved in the earlier project 
of the Working Group that resulted in the UNCITRAL Model Law on the Use and Cross-Border 
Recognition of Identity Management and Trust Services. 
  
Before joining the United Nations in 2018, Alex worked as a legal adviser with the Attorney-General’s 
Department of Australia dealing with constitutional law and public international law matters. Prior to 
that, he worked in private practice and as a legal officer with the Permanent Bureau of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law in the Netherlands, where he focused on cross-border judicial 
cooperation. 
 
Panel 6 – The 1992 Model Law: Its Impact and a possible way forward?: 
 

- Nicola De Giorgi, Legal Counsel, Legal Department, Banca d’Italia 
 
Legal Counsel at the Bank of Italy since 2001 (after years as private barrister), Nicola is entrusted with the 
drafting of legal advice concerning the tasks and duties of the ESCB (European System of Central Banks). 
Besides, he participates on a regular basis to hearings before courts and tribunals, representing the Bank 
of Italy. He takes part as speaker in Seminars and Conferences concerning the Bank of Italy’s tasks, such 
as, in particular: oversight on payment systems; money, CBDC and crypto assets; prudential 
supervision; AML/CFT.  He has been member of Committees and Task Forces, at a national and 
international level (European Union; European Central Bank, where he also was seconded for eight 
months at the Legal Directorate; United Nations Commission on International Trade Law). 
 

- Benjamin Geva, Professor of Law, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University 
 
LL.B. (cum laude) (1970), Jerusalem; LL.M. and S.J.D Harvard Law School; Member of the Ontario Bar; 
specializing in in commercial banking, particularly payments & monetary law, secured credit, letters of 
credit, negotiable instruments, trade finance, and digital currencies. Professor of Law, Osgoode Hall Law 
School of York University, Toronto, Canada; founding Editor of the Banking and Finance Law Review; and 
author of Financing Consumer Sales and Product Defences, The Law of Electronic Funds Transfers, Bank 
Collections and Payment Transactions, The Payment Order of Antiquity and the Middle Ages: A Legal 



History and The Evolution and Future of Money in Canda. Co-author of International negotiable 
Instruments. For the IMF he advised and drafted key financial sector legislation, particularly payment 
laws, in several developing and post-conflict countries (particularly in the former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, 
Sri Lanka, and Timor-Leste). For the WB/IFC he advised and drafted for Ethiopia a code governing 
banking transactions, payments and negotiable instruments. For the ADB he assessed the legal ability 
and readiness of Bhutan to issue CBDC. Was Counsel (part-time), payments and cards group in Torys 
LLP, Toronto. 
 
Writer of numerous scholarly articles, book chapters,  and studies; held numerous visiting positions in 
United States universities (Chicago, Illinois, Northwestern, Duke program in Hong Kong, and Utah), 
Australia (Melbourne, Monash, Deakin and Sydney), Israel (Tel Aviv), Singapore (National University of 
Singapore), as well as in France (Aix en Provence) and Germany (Hamburg); also held research 
fellowships at Oxford University, Cambridge University, Max-Planck Institute for Comparative and Private 
International Law  (Hamburg), New York University, University of Vienna and UNCITRAL; member of 
MOCOMILA (Monetary Law committee of the International Lawyers Association); participants in projects 
and working  groups working on and drafting domestic and international legislation on personal property 
security, securities transfers, letters of credit, payment systems, and documents of title. 
 

- Cristeta Bagsic, Economic Policy Researcher, Geneva Graduate Institute and former Senior 
Researcher, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

 
Cristeta Bagsic is a researcher and policy analyst with interests in international financial architecture, 
cross-border payment systems, and the private-law foundations of digital trade. Her research examines 
how modern payment systems—platform-based, multi-party, and cross-border—interact with 
institutional frameworks. She has contributed to research assessing the relevance of the UNCITRAL Model 
Law on International Credit Transfers in the context of today’s digital payment chains, as well as in 
assessing the size of an economy’s digital economy. Cristeta has almost two decades of research 
experience at the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (Central Bank of the Philippines) in the areas of monetary 
and macro financial policy, payment systems, systemic risk, and financial infrastructure. 
 

- Hisaei “Chuck” ITO, Professor at the Chuo University Law School 
 
Hisaei “Chuck” ITO is a Professor at the Chuo University Law School, whose expertise includes business 
and financial transactions, negotiable instruments and securities, structured finance, banking 
institution, comparative corporate governance, and dispute resolution. 
 
He has published widely and his recent works are, for example, “Outside Director and Stakeholderism” 
[Japanese], “Reflections on Law of Payment”[Japanese], “Electronic Payment and its Theoretical 
Framework: A Post-Keynesian’s View” [English], “International Business Transactions and Contract 
Governance” [English], Developing New System for International Commercial Dispute Resolution: 
Singapore in Focus”[English], etc. 
In recognition of his expertise, he has been appointed as the Director, the Institute of Comparative Law in 
Japan, Chuo University from 2014 to 2020. Since 2008, he has been a member of the Academic Advisory 
Board at the Asian Institute of International Financial Law, the University of Hong Kong. From 2011 to 
2018, he has been a member of the Accreditation Committee for Law Schools at the Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations. 
 



Due to his concern about comparative aspects, he has a variety of visiting positions at Tulane University 
School of Law (2018), Georgetown University Law Center (2014), Duke University School of Law (2011, 
2003), the University of Hong Kong (2002), and the Australian National University (1997). 
 

- Jae Sung Lee (facilitator) 
 
Jae Sung LEE is the Principal Legal Officer of the International Trade Law Division of the United Nations 
Office of Legal Affairs, which functions as the substantive secretariat for UNCITRAL. He is the secretary 
of Working Group III on Investor-State Dispute Settlement Reform and has served as secretary of working 
groups on dispute settlement, secured transactions and electronic commerce. Before joining the United 
Nations in 2007, Jae Sung served in the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Jae Sung is a graduate of Seoul 
National University College of Law, holds LL.M. degrees from Seoul National University Graduate School 
of International Studies and NYU School of Law as well as a Ph.D. in Law from Seoul National University. 
 

Wednesday, 21 January 2026: Part II – Paperless trade 
 
Panel 1 – Regional experiences in establishing an enabling legal framework for paperless trade 
 

- Lia Potec, Team Leader, European Commission 
 
Lia Potec works for the European Commission, in the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport – 
DG MOVE, where she leads the team focusing on the implementation of an innovative European Union 
Regulation on electronic freight transport information (eFTI).  Lia has fifteen years of experience on policy 
issues within the European Commission. For the last nine years she focused on digitalisation in transport 
and logistics, working in close cooperation with industry experts and public administration 
representatives. She is the mastermind behind the eFTI Regulation, and the coordinator of the work on 
freight transport documents’ digitalisation of the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum (DTLF), a 
European Commission’s expert group. Lia holds a master’s in international business and a PhD in 
international politics. 
 

- Vashti Maharaj, Adviser, Digital Trade Policy, The Commonwealth Secretariat 
 
Ms. Vashti Maharaj currently serves as Adviser, Digital Trade Policy in the Commonwealth Connectivity 
Agenda Section in the Trade, Oceans and Natural Resources Directorate of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat where she primarily focuses on advancing the Commonwealth’s work on digital trade and 
works as part of a multidisciplinary team to deliver the goals of the Commonwealth Connectivity Agenda 
for Trade and Investment.  
 
For the past decade she has worked extensively on national and regional projects in the primary areas of 
e-governance, electronic commerce, telecommunications, data protection, intellectual property and 
cyber security from a policy and regulatory perspective. She has been involved in Projects led by the ITU, 
CTU, World Bank as well as Commonwealth Connects and is also a member of the University of Oxford, 
Cyber Security Capacity Building Centre’s Working Group on Cybersecurity, Policy, Legal and Regulatory 
Environment, Vice-Chair of the Legal Reform Advisory Board of the International Chamber of Commerce 
as well as Vice-Chair of the Pacific E-commerce Development Partners Sub-Committee. 
 

- Nitas Polachai, Senior Officer, Digital Economy Division, ASEAN Secretariat 
 



Nitas is a senior officer at the ASEAN Secretariat, where he serves as a focal point for ASEAN Digital 
Trade and the ASEAN Single Window. His work focuses on supporting regional digital economy policies 
and leading digital initiatives that facilitate cross-border trade and economic integration within ASEAN. 
With more than 20 years of experience in digital transformation, Nitas has led major digital initiatives in 
both the public and private sectors. His experience includes the development of trade facilitation 
platforms, digital trade policy work, and participation in trade and digital economy negotiations, 
including work related to the ASEAN Single Window. 
 
Prior to joining the ASEAN Secretariat, Nitas led digital solutions for disaster monitoring and emergency 
response at the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA 
Centre). Earlier in his career, he worked at ExxonMobil, where he delivered digital transformation 
projects in energy, logistics, and information technology. 
 

- Zelin Hao (facilitator) 
 
Zelin Hao is an Associate Legal Officer in the UNCITRAL Secretariat, where she works on UNCITRAL’s 
exploratory project on paperless trade. Previously, she served in the Economic and Commercial Section 
of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Israel, contributing to bilateral trade cooperation 
between the two countries (2023–2025). Prior to that, she worked at the Department of Treaty and Law of 
the Ministry of Commerce of China (MOFCOM), primarily in the WTO Law Division, with a focus on 
dispute settlement (July–2023). Zelin holds a Magister Juris degree from the Faculty of Law, University of 
Oxford, and a Bachelor of Laws degree from Beijing Normal University.  
 
Panel 2 – Cross-border recognition of electronic documents 
 

- Clément Combarieu, Senior Trade Finance Lawyer, Legal Banking Department, Natixis Corporate 
& Investment Banking 

 
Clément Combarieu is a trade finance lawyer qualified in French law (Bar in 2006) and currently working 
in-house with Natixis CIB (BPCE Banking Group). With 15 years of experience in international trade 
financing, gained at BNP Paribas CIB and now at Natixis in Paris, Clément has been a legal contributor to 
the ICC - Paris Europlace working group, which assisted the French Government in transposing the MLETR 
in France from 2022 to 2025. His participation has consisted in participating in drafting an interministerial 
report on international trade financing, a specific legal text for MLETR recognition purposes, and a decree 
establishing a practical framework to ensure a reliable method in line with French law and EU legislation. 
His current works related to MLETR transposition focuses on detailing the technical standards. 
 

- Azar Aliyev, Professor, University of Halle 
 
Azar Aliyev is professor for international economic law and comparative law at the Law School of the 
Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg. His research focus is international commercial law and 
legaltech with special interest in the region of Central Asia and the Caucasus. Aliyev leads the JTC 
LegalTech Lab of the Martin Luther University. He was involved as legal expert in the implementation of 
various international treaties and model laws in the area of international trade and dispute settlement.  
 

- Jose Raul Perales, Deputy Director, Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation 
 
José Raúl Perales is Deputy Director of the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation at the Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE), where he leads the technical work of the Alliance, overseeing a 



team of experts involved in the design and implementation of a range of customs and border-
management projects while serving on the management team of the partnership. 
  
Prior to joining the Alliance, Mr. Perales served as the Assistant Secretary for the Private Sector at the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  In this role, he advised on the economic impact of the 
Department's policies, regulations, and processes while enhancing strategic cooperation between 
public and private sectors. 
  
In the private sector, Mr. Perales was the Director for the Americas at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
and Executive Director and Vice-President of the Association of American Chambers of Commerce in 
Latin America (AACCLA). In this capacity he developed key policy initiatives in the Americas in areas 
including trade facilitation, Cuba, and the Americas Business Dialogue. He also oversaw AACCLA’s 
operations and programs in support of customs cooperation, regional integration, and expansion of the 
AmCham network in the Caribbean. 
 
Previously, he was the Senior Associate at the Latin American Program of the Woodrow Wilson Center. 
He was also a trade policy adviser to the government of Puerto Rico, where he successfully created and 
implemented a strategy for advancing the island’s foreign trade interests in the Americas and beyond. He 
also mediated government-private sector interaction on commercial affairs. 
 
Raul has been an adjunct professor at the Elliott School of International Affairs at The George 
Washington University and at the Schar School of Public Policy at George Mason University.  
He graduated summa cum laude from the University of Puerto Rico (B.A.) and completed doctoral 
studies in political science at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 

- Goran Andreev, Border Crossing Expert, Permanent Secretariat Intergovernmental Commission 
TRACECA (PS IGC TRACECA) 
 
Mr. Andreev brings 30 years of experience in Customs, trade, and transport facilitation, working 
in different countries across Europe and Asia. Since 2022, he holds a position of a Border 
Crossing Expert in the Permanent Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Commission TRACECA, 
where he leads and coordinates the work on harmonization and facilitation of border-crossing 
procedures, including digitalization initiatives, among 14 TRACECA member states along the 
transport corridor that connects Europe, the Caucasus, and Asia. 
 
Prior to joining the PS IGC TRACECA, for over 10 years, he was a freelance consultant working 
with UNESCAP Transport Division, EU-supported projects, and the World Bank, mostly in 
Southeast Asia and the ASEAN region. His assignments have been related to transport policy, 
research, and training related to transport connectivity, harmonization and digitalization of 
transport-related documents, border crossing practices, and electronic information exchange 
among border crossing authorities and other stakeholders in all modes of transport. 
 
Mr. Andreev started his career in 1995 as a Customs officer in the Customs Administration of 
North Macedonia, where he served over 13 years in several positions, with the last one being 
a Head of Department for customs and tax procedures, before continuing with his profession 
internationally. 
 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering and a master’s degree in economic 
sciences in the field of European studies from the University Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, 



North Macedonia. 
 

- Maria Angeliki Giannakou (facilitator) 
 
Maria-Angeliki holds a specialization in commercial law (Master's degree with honors), a Bachelor's 
degree in Law from the University of Sorbonne Paris Nord (with honors) and a Bachelor's degree in 
Communication and Media Studies from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (with 
honors). In 2021, she completed the Master of Advanced International Studies (M.A.I.S. 24th) from the 
Diplomatic Academy of Vienna (Diplomatische Akademie Wien). During her academic years, her theses 
covered topics in the field of international insolvency law, restructuring, digital assets, Blockchain, 
international commercial law, private international law, international economics, European law and 
international monetary law.  
 
Maria-Angeliki has been working for the UNCITRAL secretariat for almost five years, and she is actively 
involved in UNCITRAL Working Group V sessions covering domestic and cross-border insolvency law and 
in the areas of public procurement, public-private partnerships and international sale of goods. Maria-
Angeliki is also involved in the substantive support and promotion of CLOUT (“Case Law On UNCITRAL 
Texts”), an UNCITRAL database that collects court decisions and arbitral awards interpreting and 
applying UNCITRAL texts. 
 
 
Panel 3 – Cross-border recognition of identity management and trust services (part I) 
 

- Nikolay Dmitrik, Expert, International and Comparative Law Research Center 
 
Expert of ICLRC (observer in WG IV UNCITRAL). Over 20 years of professional and academic experience 
in privacy and personal data protection, digital identity, telecoms (public requirements in Russia, CIS 
and EU), contracts, IT regulation, including mass-media, advertisement and the Internet. Considerable 
experience in advising national governments in Eurasia on legal framework reforms and developing 
national legislations in the ICT sector. 
 

- Keith Jansa, Chief Executive Officer, Digital Governance Council, Canada 
 
Keith Jansa is the Chief Executive Officer of the Digital Governance Council. a member-led organization 
dedicated to providing Canadians with confidence in the responsible design, architecture and 
management of digital technologies. His unparalleled acumen in devising strategies for responsible data 
and digital governance has earned the Digital Governance Council the distinction as preeminent 
technology leadership council globally. Keith is a provincially appointed member of the Ontario Health 
Data Council and selected member of the Information and Privacy Commission of Ontario’s Strategic 
Advisory Council. He is a specialist in the strategic application of standards. Keith was named one of the 
10 most influential business leaders in 2023 by The Inc Magazine. Keith graduated with honors from the 
University of Ottawa with a degree in health sciences. He is married to Kayla and is the loving father of his 
three children. 
 

- Vicente Andreu Navarro, Policy Officer, European Commission 
 
Vicente ANDREU NAVARRO is a Principal Administrator at the European Commission. He is in charge of 
the files of electronic signatures and international aspects of the EU Digital Identity Framework of the 
“Digital Identity and Trust” unit. This unit oversees EU policymaking around digital identities and trust 



services and is framed inside the Directorate of Cybersecurity and Trust of the Directorate-General of 
Communication Networks, Contents and Technology (DG CNECT) of the European Commission. 
He qualified as a Computer Engineer at Universitat Politècnica de València and obtained a Master’s 
Degree and Advanced Studies Diploma in Information and Knowledge Society at Universitat Oberta de 
Catalunya. 
 
Before joining the European Institutions, he had developed a career in Spain as a civil servant in the 
information and communication technology areas, mainly on IT security, data protection, electronic 
administration, IT governance and fight against fraud. 
He has also taught undergraduate and postgraduate courses in different Spanish Universities such as 
Universitat Jaume I, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya and Universidad Nacional de Educación a 
Distancia. 
 

- Linda Kassem, Digital and Public Policy Consultant 
 
Dr. Linda F. Kassem is a seasoned Digital and Public Policy Consultant with over two decades of 
experience leading high-impact regulatory and policy initiatives across the Middle East. Her work focuses 
on designing governance frameworks for the digital economy, artificial intelligence, data management, 
space, and digital trade—aimed at fostering innovation, ensuring regulatory compliance, and driving 
economic diversification. 
 
She has advised governments, international organizations, and regional institutions such as the WTO, 
UNDP, UNITAR, and ITC. Additionally, she has co-authored studies with prominent entities including the 
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), the WTO, and the Arab Monetary Fund (AMF). 
 
Dr. Kassem has a strong track record in legislative drafting and regulatory development. She played a key 
role in drafting several national laws and regulations, including Lebanon’s Law on Electronic 
Communications and the Law on Personal Data. She previously served as Lebanon’s National Coordinator 
and Chief Negotiator for WTO accession and has provided strategic counsel on cybersecurity, e-
commerce, Space regulations, Digital economy and AI strategies throughout the MENA region. 
 
She is the author of The Legal Value of Electronic Communications in International Contracts and has 
contributed to several UN-led projects focused on digital transformation and trade facilitation. Her 
multidisciplinary expertise at the intersection of law, technology, and public policy enables her to advance 
cross-border harmonization and promote digital trust in the era of digital intelligence. 
 

- Luca Castellani (facilitator) 
 
Panel 3 – Cross-border recognition of identity management and trust services (part II) 
 

- David Magard, Senior Advisor, the Swedish Companies Registration Office 
 
David Magård is a senior adviser at the Swedish Companies Registration Office. David has 
extensive experience and knowledge about digital identity from the Swedish Government and has lead 
the EU large scale consortium EWC and is co-lead of the new EU consortium WE BUILD. The 
consortiums pilot different use cases involving EU digital wallets. David is also one of the idea makers of 
the EU business wallet that has now been proposed by the European Commission to complete the digital 
identity ecosystem in Europe.  
 



- Adam Cooper, Director, Next ID 
 
Adam is digital technology innovator, digital transformation leader and advisor with over 30 years of 
experience in the public and private sector. A specialist in digital identity systems and standards, Adam 
has a background in developing globally influential identity systems as well as advising multiple 
governments as a consultant to the World Bank ID4D programme. 
 
Adam has subject matter expertise in government, healthcare, and education, alongside a long history of 
international standards development through organisations such as the British Standards Institute, ISO, 
the OpenID Foundation, and the W3C. 
 
Adam has previously played a lead role for the UK Government working closely with the European 
Commission on the first version of eIDAS, and following Brexit as an independent consultant, to develop 
the Regulations and corresponding technology implementations for cross-border digital identity 
interoperability. Latterly this has also included guiding development of the Architecture Reference 
Framework for implementation of digital identity wallet solutions across all EU member states. Working 
with the UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), Adam also represented the UK 
Government in the negotiation and drafting of model law for the mutual recognition of electronic identity 
and trust services in the context of cross-border trade. 
 
Adam also acts in an advisory capacity for various international organisations and initiatives such as the 
Open Wallet Foundation, MOSIP (the Modular Open Source Identity Platform), and the Alan Turing 
Institute. 
 

- Felipe Gonzalez-Zapata, Policy Lead, Digital Government, Public Governance Directorate, OECD 
 
 

- Luca Castellani (facilitator) 
 

Thursday, 22 January 2026: Part II – Paperless trade (cont’d) 
 
Panel 4 – Paperless trade and its legal challenges: regional views 
 

- Jack Dainty, Digital Trade Negotiations Lead, Trade Negotiations Group, Department for Business 
and Trade (United Kingdom) 

 
Jack is a Policy and Negotiations Team Lead in the Digital Trade team at the UK's Department for 
Business and Trade. Jack has been in the department since 2020 and worked on several Free Trade 
Agreement negotiations. Jack is currently responsible for leading policy development, implementation 
and international engagement on trade digitalisation, focussing on the implementation of the Electronic 
Trade Documents Act. Jack’s current responsibilities also include being the project lead for the UK’s 
Digital Trade Corridor programme, an initiative announced in the UK’s Trade Strategy, with an objective of 
scaling the use of digitalised trade processes and documents. 
 

- Yann Duval, Chief of Section, Economic Affairs, UN/ESCAP 
 
Yann Duval is Chief, Trade Policy and Facilitation Section, United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). Since joining ESCAP in 2002, he has designed and 



delivered capacity building programmes and advisory services on trade policy and facilitation throughout 
the ESCAP region, including the trade facilitation segment of the Regional WTO Trade Policy Course at 
the National University of Singapore. He has led the team supporting the intergovernmental negotiation, 
and since 2021, the implementation of the UN treaty and framework agreement on facilitation of cross-
border paperless trade in Asia and the Pacific. 
 
Dr. Duval has been instrumental in the creation and development of the Asia-Pacific Research and 
Training Network on Trade (ARTNeT), a network of leading research and academic institutions in 
developing countries of the region aiming at building capacity in trade and investment policy and 
facilitation research for evidence-based policy making. His analytical work has included the 
development of a global bilateral trade cost database in collaboration with the World Bank, design and 
coordination of the UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation, and research on 
various aspects of trade and sustainable development. His current focus has been on the development 
of online and AI tools to support trade negotiators in developing countries. 
   
Prior to joining the United Nations, Dr. Duval was Assistant Professor of International Business and of 
Agricultural Economics at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) and Washington State University (USA), 
respectively. His work has been published in various academic journals, including the World Trade 
Review, International Tax and Public Finance, and the American Journal of Agricultural Economics. He 
holds a Ph.D. in agricultural economics from Kansas State University, USA as well as an engineering 
degree from France. 
 

- Johan (Nanno) Mulder, Chief, International Trade Unit, UN/ECLAC 
 
Nanno Mulder is Chief of the International Trade Unit in the Division of International Trade and Integration 
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-ECLAC). His main 
areas of research, technical assistance, and training are the region’s participation in global value chains, 
particularly digital services trade and e-commerce, and sustainable trade, with a focus on the 
internationalization of SMEs, gender equality, and the circular economy. He worked as an economist at 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in the Latin America team of the 
Economic Department (2002-2005) and as a researcher at the French Centre for Prospective and 
International Studies (CEPII) (1996-2002). He has a master’s and a PhD in economics from the University 
of Groningen, the Netherlands. 
 

- Maria Teresa Pisani, Chief of Section, Economic Affairs, UN/ECE 
 
Maria Teresa Pisani is Chief (ad interim) of the Trade Facilitation Section at the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE), where she leads the work on policies and standards for sustainable 
and digital trade facilitation and is currently managing a global initiative on green and inclusive value 
chains in critical sectors for the circular transition. At UNECE since 2011, she has been focusing on trade 
and environmental governance. Before joining the United Nations, Maria Teresa has been with the 
European Commission and the ILO and has managed World Bank funded projects for institutional 
reforms in emerging economies around the world. She is a member of several international Advisory 
Boards for matters related to responsible business conduct. 
 

- Irina Tyan, Associate Director, Senior Banker, EBRD 
 
Irina Tyan is Associate Director in the Trade Facilitation Programme at European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. She is a banker and lawyer in the EBRD’s Trade Facilitation Programme. She is 



responsible for the development of trade finance business of partner banks in Easter Europe and the 
Mediterranean region with a special focus on factoring and supply chain finance. Irina has a Master of 
Law in International Banking and Finance Law from the University College of London. 
 

- Neale Bergman (facilitator) 
 
Panel 5 – Paperless trade and its legal challenges: national experiences 
 

- Doh-uk Shin, Director, International Legal Policy Division, Ministry of Justice, Republic of Korea 
 
Dr. Doh-UK SHIN currently serves as the Director of the International Legal Policy Division at the Ministry 
of Justice of the Republic of Korea. With expertise in international law, his career spans a broad range of 
legal domains, including criminal law, intellectual property, and technology law, with a particular focus on 
integrating legal frameworks to foster both innovation and international cooperation. 
 
Dr. Shin's career began in the Prosecutors’ Office in 2010, where he held several pivotal positions, 
including Director of the Criminal Department at the Cheongju District Prosecutors’ Office. He also served 
as Legal Attaché at the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Austria and at the Permanent Mission to the 
International Organizations in Vienna, further solidifying his global legal perspective and diplomatic 
experience. 
 
In his current role, Dr. Shin has been instrumental in shaping Korea’s legal strategy on emerging 
technologies, particularly in relation to paperless trade and electronic commerce. He has represented 
Korea in various international forums, such as the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL), where his contributions have been pivotal in advancing Korea's position on international 
trade laws and digital policy reforms. 
 
Dr. Shin holds a Ph.D. in Criminal Law from Seoul National University and has earned an LL.M. in 
Intellectual Property Law from the same institution, alongside another LL.M. from the University of 
Southern California. His academic background complements his professional expertise, providing a solid 
foundation for his contributions to both national and international legal discourses. 
 
Dr. Shin's work continues to play a vital role in Korea's engagement with the global community on matters 
of trade law, technological regulation, and the evolving landscape of international legal cooperation.  
 

- Iuliia Dragunova, Commercial Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to 
the United Nations in New York 

 
Yulia Dragunova serves as the Commercial Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of the Russian 
Federation to the United Nations in New York, where she manages a broad portfolio encompassing 
international trade, investment, transport, commodities, issues pertaining to groups of states in 
vulnerable situations. 
 
As international lawyer (LLM), she is an expert in international economic law, international trade law, 
international investment law and investor-state dispute settlement, and sustainable development.   
Prior to joining the Mission, Yulia was the Head of Division at the Legal Department of the Ministry of 
Economic Development of the Russian Federation, overseeing representation of Russia at UNCITRAL 
and UNIDROIT.  Since 2023, she has been driving the Russian project on the legal aspects of paperless 
trade that was included in the Commissions official program of work in summer 2024. 



  
Her professional foundation was built in international dispute resolution, having previously practiced at 
leading Russian and international law firms. 
 

- Franz Schwammenhöfer, Head of the Logistics Coordination Department, Federal Ministry for 
Innovation, Mobility and Infrastructure, Austria 

 
Franz Schwammenhoefer is the head of the Logistics Policy Coordination department within the Federal 
Ministry of Innovation, Mobility and Infrastructure. Being in the Austrian federal service for over thirty 
years, he is holding degrees in mining and petroleum engineering, industrial engineering and an MBA in 
general management. Responsible for the promotion of the logistics discipline in Austria he has been 
and is responsible for logistics strategy development and policy papers as the current national logistics 
strategy within the ministry as well as managing projects like the digital tachograph implementation, 
SOLAS. In addition to, he is the head of eFTI implementation in Austria. 
 

- Ken-Wei Chng, Deputy Director, Digital Identity & Document Attestation, Infocomm Media 
Development Authority of Singapore 

 
Ken-Wei is the Deputy Director for Digital Identity and Document Attestation at Singapore’s Infocomm 
Media Development Authority (IMDA), where one of his key role is to drive Singapore’s national effort for 
trade digitalisation, including the development and adoption of the TradeTrust framework for trusted 
digital trade documentation. 
   
With over 20 years of experience across both public and private sectors, Ken has led initiative panning 
blockchain-based digital utilities, digital documentation, and trade process reengineering.  He previously 
served over a decade in China as IMDA’s Chief Representative, promoting bilateral digital economy 
collaborations between Singapore and China. 
  
Ken holds degrees in Computing and Business Administration, and brings a practical, systems-level 
perspective to the intersection of technology, trade and finance, 
 

- Samira Musayeva (facilitator) 
 
Senior Legal Officer and Head of the Non-Legislative Section in the International Trade Law Division of the 
United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (ITLD), which serves as the substantive secretariat of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). She oversees ITLD’s work on technical 
assistance, capacity-building, uniform interpretation and application, and the promotion and 
dissemination of UNCITRAL texts. She also serves as Secretary of UNCITRAL Working Group V (Insolvency 
Law). 
 
Since joining ITLD in 2004, she has worked on various areas of international commercial law, including 
insolvency law, public procurement, public-private partnerships, electronic commerce, security interests, 
and negotiable cargo documents. 
  
Before joining ITLD, she worked in the Codification Division of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, 
servicing United Nations bodies on public international law issues. Her professional background also 
includes several years of commercial law practice in an international law firm. 
 
 



Panel 6 – Facilitating exchanges with public entities 
 

- Daniel Wright, Group Customs and R&D Manager, Fonterra Co-Operative Group Limited 
 
Prior to joining New Zealand’s largest company Fonterra, Daniel spent 13 years with the New Zealand 
Customs Service working in a variety of roles including Border Operations and Trade. 
Daniel led the Joint Electronic Verification System (JEVS) project between New Zealand & China 
Customs. JEVS is the Certificate of Origin data transfer program which removed the requirement for 
paper-based certificates of origin. 
 
Daniel and his team were awarded IPANZ Public Sector Excellence Award in 2017. Daniel is also a two-
time recipient of the World Customs Organisation (WCO) award having won in 2016 for “Digital Customs: 
Progressive Engagement” and in 2017 for “Data Analysis for Effective Border Management”.  
 
Daniel’s role in Fonterra has a global function where he oversees Customs compliance, policies and 
procedures in Asia, the America’s, Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. This has given Daniel a vast 
perspective on the variety of capabilities relating to paperless trade. 
 
Fonterra is currently a member of the WCO Private Sector Consultative Group who provide global 
customs agencies with a private sector perspective when designing policies. Fonterra are also currently 
the Chair of the WCO Private Sector Asia Pacific Group who focus on improving trade within the APAC 
region. 
 

- José Benjamin Mayorga Osorio, Director General of Customs, El Salvador 
 
José Benjamín Mayorga Osorio, the current Director of Customs of El Salvador, is recognized for his 
extensive expertise in trade facilitation, anti-corruption initiatives, and the modernization of customs 
processes. As a qualified lawyer with a Master's degree in Banking and Finance, he has introduced 
innovative strategies to integrate advanced technologies into the customs system, significantly 
enhancing transparency and operational efficiency, both of which are critical for improving trade 
facilitation in the region. 
 
Since taking office, he has prioritized inter-institutional collaboration. By strengthening coordination 
among various government entities, he has effectively improved border control and customs operations, 
allowing for smoother transitions for goods entering and leaving the country. He firmly believes in the 
professional development of his team, which is why he has launched comprehensive training programs 
designed to enhance their skills and knowledge in customs policies and international trade. One of his 
notable achievements is the implementation of the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program, 
which has simplified customs processes for 28 Salvadoran companies, leading to expedited clearance 
procedures and increased efficiency in trade logistics. 
 
Additionally, key accomplishments during his tenure include establishing of a Code of Ethics and 
Integrity, which sets high standards for professionalism within the customs service. He has overseen the 
modernization of key border points, making them more efficient and user-friendly for trade applications. 
The signing of a Mutual Assistance Agreement with the United States has further solidified bilateral 
relations in customs operations. 
 
He has played a crucial role in ensuring that El Salvador adheres to the Revised Kyoto Convention, 
thereby fostering better customs management practices. Furthermore, he actively encourages El 



Salvador's engagement in Central American economic integration, strengthening regulatory frameworks 
and modernizing customs practices. His leadership has raised the standards of the customs service, 
establishing El Salvador as an attractive trading partner and contributing positively to the country's 
economic growth. 
 

- Yu Shiyuan 
 
Yu Shiyuan, a Fourth-level Principal Staff Member at Shanghai Customs. With long-term engagement in 
the supervision of mail and express items, has accumulated solid theoretical knowledge and practical 
experience in intelligent image inspection. 
 

- Avtandil Chelidze, Advisor at the International Relations Department of the Georgia Revenue 
Service (Tax and Customs Administration), and Assistant Secretary to the National Committee on 
International Trade Facilitation 

 
Avtandil Chelidze is a public sector professional at the Revenue Service of Georgia, the country’s Tax and 
Customs Administration, with extensive experience in customs administration, trade facilitation, and the 
digital transformation of trade-related government processes. His work focuses on the modernization of 
regulatory and operational frameworks governing cross-border trade, with particular emphasis on 
electronic procedures, international data exchange, and the reduction of administrative burdens for 
traders. 
  
He serves as Assistant Secretary of the National Committee on Trade Facilitation (NCTF), where he is 
actively involved in coordinating inter-institutional cooperation, supporting policy development, and 
overseeing the implementation of trade facilitation measures in line with international obligations and 
best practices. In this capacity, he contributes to dialogue between public authorities and the private 
sector and supports the alignment of national reforms with multilateral and regional commitments. 
  
His professional experience covers a wide range of customs and trade-related areas, including rules of 
origin, Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) programmes, and the development and implementation of 
electronic mechanisms for the exchange and verification of origin-related information and certificates. A 
significant part of his work has been dedicated to regulatory approximation and alignment with the 
European Union under the EU–Georgia Association Agreement, including the adaptation of customs 
procedures and supporting digital solutions. 
 
 

- Benjamin Herisset (facilitator) 
 
Benjamin is a Legal Officer at the UNCITRAL secretariat since 2017. He is currently servicing UNCITRAL 
Working Group V (insolvency law). He is the coordinator for technical assistance and cooperation matters 
in the UNCITRAL secretariat, overseeing the dissemination of UNCITRAL texts in Africa, the Middle East 
and Southeast Asia and capacity-building initiatives on UNCITRAL texts on insolvency, public-private 
partnerships and public procurement. 
 
Before joining the United Nations, Benjamin worked as a lawyer in various international law firms in Ho Chi 
Minh City (Vietnam) and Paris (France) and as a Legal Project Officer on technical assistance in legal 
reforms in the French Embassy in Hanoi (Vietnam). 
 

 


