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Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 1969 (VCLT)

Article 2

1. For the purposes of the present Convention: (a) “treaty” means 
an international agreement concluded between States in written 
form and governed by international law, whether embodied in a 
single instrument or in two or more related instruments and 
whatever its particular designation;

…



Gerold Herrmann observed:

“While a-national (or “free-floating”) awards are more common in the 
imaginative world of radical de-localizers than in the real world, we may 
wish to anticipate future space awards, rendered in cyberspace (virtual 
“CYBITRATION©” awards by seatless online arbitration centers) or in 
outer space (“ORBITRATION©” By the “Galactic Arbitration Center”).”



VCLT Article 31 - General rule of interpretation 

1. A treaty shall be interpreted in good faith in accordance with the ordinary meaning to be given to the 
terms of the treaty in their context and in the light of its object and purpose. 

2. The context for the purpose of the interpretation of a treaty shall comprise, in addition to the text, 
including its preamble and annexes: 

(a) any agreement relating to the treaty which was made between all the parties in connection with the 
conclusion of the treaty; 

(b) any instrument which was made by one or more parties in connection with the conclusion of the 
treaty and accepted by the other parties as an instrument related to the treaty. 

3. There shall be taken into account, together with the context:

(a) any subsequent agreement between the parties regarding the interpretation of the treaty or the 
application of its provisions; 

(b) any subsequent practice in the application of the treaty which establishes the agreement of the parties 
regarding its interpretation; 

(c) any relevant rules of international law applicable in the relations between the parties. 

4. A special meaning shall be given to a term if it is established that the parties so intended.



VCLT Article 40 - Amendment of multilateral treaties

1. Unless the treaty otherwise provides, the amendment of multilateral treaties shall be governed by the 
following paragraphs. 

2. Any proposal to amend a multilateral treaty as between all the parties must be notified to all the 
contracting States, each one of which shall have the right to take part in: 

a) the decision as to the action to be taken in regard to such proposal;

b)the negotiation and conclusion of any agreement for the amendment of the treaty. 

3. Every State entitled to become a party to the treaty shall also be entitled to become a party to the treaty 
as amended. 

4. The amending agreement does not bind any State already a party to the treaty which does not become a 
party to the amending agreement; article 30, paragraph 4 (b), applies in relation to such State. 

5. Any State which becomes a party to the treaty after the entry into force of the amending agreement 
shall, failing an expression of a different intention by that State: 

 (a) be considered as a party to the treaty as amended, and 

 (b) be considered as a party to the unamended treaty in relation to any party to the treaty not 
bound by the amending agreement.



Article I of the NYC

1. This Convention shall apply to the recognition and enforcement of arbitral 
awards made in the territory of a State other than the State where the 
recognition and enforcement of such awards are sought and arising out of 
differences between persons, whether physical or legal. It shall also apply to 
arbitral awards not considered as domestic awards in the State where their 
recognition and enforcement are sought.

…



Article II of the NYC  

1. Each Contracting State shall recognize an agreement in writing under which the parties undertake to 

submit to arbitration all or any differences which have arisen or which may arise between them in respect 

of a defined legal relationship, whether contractual or not, concerning a subject matter capable of 

settlement by arbitration.

2. The term "agreement in writing" shall include an arbitral clause in a contract or an arbitration agreement, 

signed by the parties or contained in an exchange of letters or telegrams.

3. The court of a Contracting State, when seized of an action in a matter in respect of which the parties 

have made an agreement within the meaning of this article, shall, at the request of one of the parties, refer 

the parties to arbitration, unless it finds that the said agreement is null and void, inoperative or incapable of 

being performed.



Article III of the NYC 

Each Contracting State shall recognize arbitral awards as binding and 
enforce them in accordance with the rules of procedure of the territory 
where the award is relied upon, under the conditions laid down in the 
following articles. There shall not be imposed substantially more onerous 
conditions or higher fees or charges on the recognition or enforcement of 
arbitral awards to which this Convention applies than are imposed on the 
recognition or enforcement of domestic arbitral awards.



Article IV of the NYC  

1. To obtain the recognition and enforcement mentioned in the preceding article, 

the party applying for recognition and enforcement shall, at the time of the 

application, supply:

(a) The duly authenticated original award or a duly certified copy thereof;

(b) The original agreement referred to in article II or a duly certified copy 

thereof.

2. If the said award or agreement is not made in an official language of the country 

in which the award is relied upon, the party applying for recognition and 

enforcement of the award shall produce a translation of these documents into such 

language. The translation shall be certified by an official or sworn translator or by 

a diplomatic or consular agent.



The New York Convention's 

Drafting History: Summary Records







A telegram "Baby Baptized”



Pieter Sanders with Albert Jan van den Berg and Marike Paulsson

" Celebrating the New York Convention"



“International law perhaps has not achieved much, 
but it is good that it is there.”

        Fali Nariman

             India 
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