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INTRODUCTION

1. At its first session, held in New York from 29 January to 26 February 1968,

the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

"noted the special importance of increasing the opportunities for the

training of experts in the field of international trade law, particularly

in many of the developing countries. In this connexion, mindful of the
activities being undertaken within the United Nations Programme of Assistance
in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International
Law, and of the work of the Advisory Committee on that Programme (General
Assembly resolution 2204 (XXI)),the Commission considered that it should : .
establish close and co-operative contact with the United Nations agencies,
organizations and bodies, and with other intergovernmental and non-governmental
orgenizations having responsibilities or concerns in the field of assistance
related to international trade law, particularly training and research. It
requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report with a view to
establishing such co-operative relations, to be considered by the Commission

at its second session". l/ :

"The report of the Commission also stated that

"the Secretary-General should, in the preparation of the report, pay due
regard, in so far as appropriate, to the principal legal systems of the
world". 2/ , ’

2. The Advisory Committee, at its third session held on 7, 9 and 1k October 1968,

adopted a recommendation in the following terms:

"The Advisory Committee, having noted the desire of the United Nations .
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) to establish close and -
co-operative contact with the United Nations agencles, organizations and

bodies, and with other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatlons

having responsibilities or concerns in the field of assistance related to.
international trade law, particularly training and research, recommended

that an appropriate place should be given to the activities concerning

international trade law within the framework of the activities conducted

under the Programme.” 3/

;/ Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the
work of its first session, Official Records of the General Assembly,
Twenty-third Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/7216), p. 30, para. O7.

2/ TIbid., para. 68. )
3/ A/7305, pp. 33-3k, para. 89, sub-para. 3.
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3. The activities of the United Nations, including UNITAR, and of UNESCQV
‘the Programme since its inception are set out in the three reports (A/6L92,
and~A/7305) which the Secretary-General submitted to the General Assemblygl
activities;include,‘inter:alia, the organization of regional seminars-and
’éogrses;~the‘proviSion of international law fellowships, adyigory services: o
‘experts at the request of developing countries; the preparation and.publie

of a Register of experts and scholars in intérnational law and a number .of

in imternational law; and co-operation with other organizations active in the
field-of international law through the exchange of views and information.
L. TFor the purpose of preparing the report requested by the Commiésion,'th
Secretary-General addressed himself to the United Nations organs, specialize&'
agencies and other organlzatlons listed in the annex to this report, inviting
to inform him about their present and planned activities in the field of train
and assistance in international trade law and to submit, if they wished to do‘
comments and suggestions regarding the establishment of co-operative relation
with the Commission in that field. Ie
5. Chapter I of this report contains a summary of the activities of Uhited
organs and organizations with respect to tralnlng and assistance in 1nternat o
trade law as described in the replies received by the Secretary- General, unde
the”following headings: (a) technical assistance, (b) conferences, traininm
courses and séminars, (c) fellowships and study granmts, and (d) ‘research and
studles. Chapter II summarizes the comments and suggestions of Unlted Nation&
~organs and internationsl organizations regarding the establishment of co—opa

relations, and contains also some suggestions as to future action by the C-‘

I.” ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATIONS WITH RESPECT TO TRAINING
 AND ASSISTANCE IN INTERNATTONAL TRADE LAW

"(a) Technical assistance

6. UNCTAD cootemplatés %o offer technicel assistance in the field of shipph
~and insurance law. As regards Shlpplng the relevant proposals are set out i
UNCTAD document TD/B/C /40, entitled "Pechnical Assistance in Shipplng and
Ts The Inter-governmental Maritime Consultative Organlzatlon (IMCO) has Bee

still is providing technical assistance by way of training facilities and ex




ing of legiSLathﬂ for over fifteen mémber countrles. »The Fund also respends

the IMF Tnstltute, d;anng lecturers from the Fund staff, explalns tQ'S
the FUnd’s pollcies and
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studying under the directlon of, senior offic1als of the ECE secretarlat. Since
-1962 the ECE In-Serv1ce Tralnlng Programme was enlarged so as to 1nc1ude natlonals
from the developlng countries of the other reglons. The PrOgramme is finsnced by
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) ,
15. The United Nations Economic Comm1s51on for Latin Amerlca (Ec1a) organizes )
annual reglonal tralnlng courses in commerc1a1 policy at its headquarters in
Santiago, Chile. The 1969 course w1ll be a reglonal training course in the ’
techniques of export prowotlon, in collaboratlon with the UNCTAD-GATT International
Trade Centre in Geneva. '

16, ‘The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (Fa0) has planned,
in 1969, several seminars on the marketing of various commodities and also wmade
arrangements .for national tralnlng centres in the Near East and Africa.

17. UNESCO. organizes regional seminars on copyright matters, in collaboration
with BIRPI ; S ; . o

18. Since 196k, BIRPI has organized courses and reglonal seminars in the field of
industrial property. , . : '

19. : The Inter~American Insﬁitute of International Legal Studies promotes annual

courses in the legal and institutional aspects of regionsl_economiC:lntegrat}9n,in

Latin America and Central America. It also promotes seminars dealing with .—»,fd ”Y}ﬁ
different aspects of Latin. American regional economic 1ntegratlon. ”)b
20. The Hague Academy of International Lew organized in 1968 a colloquium on
international trade agreements. Three courses dealing with problems of
international trade were given during the Academy s 1968 session and 31mllar :
- courses are scheduled for the 1969 and 1970 sessions. ‘ .

(c) Fellowships . and stuay grants

21. Many organiiaﬁioﬁs have made arrangements for the granting of scholarships,

" fellowships, training programmes and study grants. =

22, UNESCC ¢ fer3“5ch01arships'in copyright‘matters to officials:of its member:
States. ‘ ' : .

23, BIRPI offers study grants’ ‘to' nationals from developing countries for study and
‘instruction in the patent offices  of developed countriesw . :

2k. - The Commission’of the European Communities ‘grants scholarships to nationals
of associated States in the field of pubiic internetional commercial law. ' .

[ees
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25, . The Council of Eurqpe. is contemplating the institution of a _systen of ,
fellowships in industrial property .for persons who desire to undertake. research
“work of. European Ainterest ox: to complete advanced studies, or perfect their
training, by means of studies of an-international . character. , \ L S
26. The. International Bar uS“OClathH Sponsors an exchange of lawyers programme. |
27. Since 1962, the International Chawber of Commerce (I¢C) has been. conducting
an assistance programme under the terms of which the Chambers of Commerce of .=
various. industrialized countries receive administrative executives from Chaﬂbers
of Commerce in the developing countries for training courses lasting at least ot
.three months.

‘°(d)'5Research‘and‘studies ) AR N

‘28-, UNITAR prepares case studies on the’ processes of transferring technology from
. the developed countries to the developing countries, in particular through f
1ndustr1a1 enterprlses, whether prlvate or public, and studies on the legal aspects
of multinational public enterprises. S
29. EAO conducts legal research work and 1nvestment studies bearing on trade -
promotion. It will prepare, in 1969, a report on the legislatlve and 51milar

, measures, taken both by developlng and 1ndustr1allzed countries by 1nternat10nal
agreement to promote forelgn private investment in the developing countrles, w1th

partlcular reference to agriculture forestry, fisheries and related 1ndustries.

oI ESTABLISHMENT or' COQOPE'RATIVE RELATTONS
30. Most of the United Nations organs and 1nternational organizations which .
responded to the Secretary-Gensral's request for comments and suggestions regarding
the establishment of co-operatlve relations with UNCITRAL in the field of training
and assistance in internatlonal trade law expressly declared their willingness to
establish such relations and to co-operate with the Commission in their particular

. fields of snecialiZation or, more generally, in the implementation of such

activities as the Commission would decide upon.

o In addition, the secretariats of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

‘ Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (ECA) and
the” Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO) ‘made certain .

e

; speciflc suggestlons.

Ty
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32. In the view of the UNCTAD secretariat, "as the purpose of ... assistance and

‘training would obviously be to facilitate the expansion of international trade, it .
would be logical to establish a close co-operation between UNCTAD and UNCITRAL ....
It might be agreed, fo¥ instance, that UNCTAD could be mainly responsible for the

substantive support of the trade'policy orientation of ngsistanc§7 projects,
while UNCITRAL would ... be coupctent for providing substantive suppert for the
legal side thereof". ' ’ . '
33. As examples of areés in which such a co-operation could be developed, for
instancé in connexion with the granting of felloWships and the organizetion of.
gseminars to encourage the specialization of personnel from developing countries,
the secretariat of UNCTAD mentioned a number ofrtopicsi/ and added that a more
| systemét;c‘survey of particular topics suitable for fellowships and seminars cou1dk
be worked out in co-operation with UNCITRAL. ' '
3h, The ECA, referring to the annual courses in commercial policy which it
organizes jointly'with GATT,‘suggested’that~co-o?erative relations should be
‘éstablished with WMCITRAL for the purpose of incorporating in these courses .

instruction in the legal asvects of international trade, and stated that it would

welcome UNCITRAT!s accistence in this respect.
35, The seéretafiat of IMCO expressed its willingness to contribute to the
United Nations Programme of Assistance along the following lines:
‘(1) vy coumpiling a 1ist of experts in the field of international maritime
law whose fields of specialization relate to the commercial aspects of
maritime lew. Such a list could usefully complement the list prepared

by the United Nations under the Programme;

4/ The most-favoured nation clause; the legal implications of discrimination

T arising from integration schemes; probiems of- State trading and public
corporations in the import and exzport trade; problems of international
commcditias egreements; forelgn excharge codes and regulations; agreements

of an international nature between countries of different economic and social

systems; documentary credits including bills of lading end other legal
instruments used in internaticnal trade; problems arising frou direct and

indirect foreign investments in developing countries, and conflict of laws in.
matters of international trade and finance. ' ‘ ,

/..
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(11)

by providing wider information about the activities of IMCO, in 80 far

- as these activities relate to maritime law or may have some- 1mplicatlons,

()

’(iv)

-on the economics of shipping and shipping trade;

by giving more publicity to the provisions of Conventions on shipping :
and maritime law concluded under the auspices of IMCO; ;

by continuing to provide, on request, advisory services of experts and
by publicizing through the United Nations Programme of Assistance that

such assistance is available.

36.. In considering what further action it could usefully take, the Commission

‘ might also wish to take into account the following observations and suggestions:

(i)

(11)

It would seem desirable to complete the information so far obtained in
respect of activities of international organizaﬁions in the field‘of;
training and assistance in matters of international trade 1ay, including

the activities of non-governmental private organizations, institutions

‘and universities. This would provide the Commission with an inventory

-of present and contemplated activities and enable it, at a later stage,

to: cons1der whether or to what extent the requlrements of developing
countries are being adequately met. ‘

As regards the possibility of giving an appropriate place to train;ng‘and
assistance in international trade law within the framework of the United
Nations Programme of assistance in international law, the Commissioh

‘might consider:

(a) requesting the Secretary-General to invite the Member States of
the United Nations and of any of the specialized agencies to
submit names and relevant particulars of experts in international

trade law for inclusion in a supplement to the Register of experts

and séholars‘in international law;

1l

Fowi
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(v) recomending to Lhe bodies concerned that regional seminars and
training courses under the Programme should continue to include
é topics relating to international trade law;é/ and ‘
' (c) recommending that some of the fellowships to be granted under the
3 Programme should be awarded to candidates having a special interest
in international trade law. |
(1ii) Consideration might also be glven to the p0581b111ty of organizing, during
, the sessions of the Commission in New York and Geneva, seminars on
i . , :Lnternational trade law, along the lines of the Geneva seminars held in

connex1on with the sessions of the International Law Commlss1on.

5/ The Iatin American seminar which took place in Quito (Ecuador) in

" B January 1969 included the following topics: legal and institutional problems

o ‘ of multilateral development .schemes, and multinational public enterprises with
. particular reference to the economic integration of Latin America. The Asian

training course which will be held in the Philippines in August 1969 may

“include among its topics the international legal aspects of economic :

development.

[oen
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R ‘,;.H.JW'ANNEX, G DT
Lists of United Nations organs, specialized agencies and

other organizations invited by the Secretary-General to LRI R
submit comments and suggestions EE

United Nations Organs and Offices

Economic Commigsion for Africa L
Economic Commission for Asia-and the Far“E§§%~
Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Nations Specialized Agencies and Related Organizgtions

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Inter-Governmental Maritime Lonsultative Organization

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development'

International Civil Aviation Qrganization

International Monetary Fund

Internatiohal Labéur Office :

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization .

Other Intergovernmental Organizations

Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

Council of Europe

European Economic Community

Hague Conference on Private International Law
International Institute for the Unification of Private Lew
League of Arab States

/e
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Other Intergovernmental OrganiZations {continued)

Organisation for Economic Co—operatlon and Development
Organization of Afrlcan Unlty R *-j~~7;gl e if““
‘Organization of Americsn States ‘

United International Bureaux for the Protectlon of Intellectual Property

B

Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status -

with the Economic and Social Council

Instiﬁute'of International Law
International Air Transport Association
- International Association of Legal Science
International Bar Association
International Chameer of Commerce

Intérnatibnal Law Association

Other Non-Governmental Organizations

Inter-Amerlqan Insﬁltute of- Intermatlonal Legal - studles
International African Law As30c1atlon

International Association of Comparative Law g
International Association of Democratic Lawyers
International Legal Center

The Hague Academy of International Law

Law Association for Asia and the Western Pacific

World Peace through Law Cen?ef,_y






