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Introduction

1. The inaugural report on the UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day (“AP Day”) series highlights
the objectives of this flagship activity series, the deliverables produced, and the outcomes
achieved. An introduction with a background of the AP Day and an illustrated summary of the
salient features of the 2020 series are first provided with Chinese translation at the end of the
section, followed by highlights from each activity and concluding remarks. A list of
participating universities and institutions arranged by jurisdiction appears at Annex | and
testimonials from partnering institutions appear at Annex 11 in the final pages of the report.

AP Day 2020: a snapshot

/

Republic of Korea

Number of event(s): 4
Language(s) used: Korean, English
Participants (approx.): 272

Russian Federation

Number of event(s): 1

Language(s) used: Russian, English
Participants (approx.): 47

India
Number of event(s): 2
Languages used: English

Japan

Number of event(s):1
Language(s) used: English

Participants (approx.): 42

China

Number of event(s): 7 (2 of which were held inthe
Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and
Macao respectively)

Language(s) used: Chinese, English, Cantonese
Participants (approx.): 7,720

Participants (approx.): 300

Australia

Number of event(s):1
Language(s) used: English
Participants (approx.): 30

Thailand
Number of event(s): 1
Languages used: Thai, English
Participants (approx.): 120

Viet Nam

Number of event(s): 2

Language(s) used: Vietnamese, English
Participants (approx.): 303

*The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply
official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Background

2. The AP Day is a flagship academic series launched in 2014 by the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific
(“UNCITRAL RCAP”) to celebrate the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2205
(XXI) of 17 December 1966 establishing UNCITRAL. AP Day activities aim to raise
awareness of UNCITRAL instruments and the importance of legal harmonization amongst law
students — the next generation of legal thinkers and policy makers — and are thus academic in
nature and free of admission charges.

3. The substance and format of AP Day activities are designed to provide maximum
flexibility to support partnering institutions. On substantive programming, each year’s AP Day
series usually have an overarching theme suggested and coordinated by UNCITRAL RCAP.



Partner institutions may organize activities under the theme or other UNCITRAL-related topics
in consultation with UNCITRAL RCAP.

Themes from past years are as follows:

e 2014: Rule of Law and Access to Justice in International Trade Law

e 2015: Trade Law Reforms & Official Development Assistance

e 2016: 50 Years Modernizing International Trade Law to Support Innovation and
Sustainable Development

e 2017: Harmonizing Commercial Laws for Regional Integration

e 2018: International Commercial Law in the Digital Age

e 2019: [No theme]

e 2020: CISG@40
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4. The format and composition of AP Day activities are flexible and vary according to the
capacity and preference of partnering institutions, ranging from informal “meet RCAP” brown-
bag lunches to multi-day international academic conferences. The composition of speakers is
similarly dynamic, and comprises academics, practitioners, government officials, and members
of the judiciary who have written on UNCITRAL instruments or participated in UNCITRAL
activities such as working groups, colloquia, etc.

5. Since the first AP Day series held in 2014, the number of partner institutions, range of
participating jurisdictions, and level of participation have all grown significantly. For example,
in 2014 there were 3 activities organized in 3 jurisdictions, in 2017 there were 6 activities in 5
jurisdictions, and in 2019 a total of 17 universities and institutions co-hosted 13 activities in 9
jurisdictions.! The number of participants has also grown exponentially in the past three years,
illustrating an increasingly keen interest in the area of international trade law and the work of
UNCITRAL by universities and students in the AP region.

Number of events and jurisdictions participating
in each AP Day since its 2014 inception

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

—+—No. of events —e—No. of participating jurisdictions

Number of AP Day participants in the past 3 years (approx.)
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! For details please visit: https://uncitral.un.org/en/30.10-19.12.2019.



https://uncitral.un.org/en/30.10-19.12.2019

6. Although the main focus of AP Day activities is to raise awareness and promote further
understanding of UNCITRAL texts, some participants have noted that the presentations and
expert discussions may serve to provide capacity building to public and private stakeholders
and assist participating jurisdictions in their consideration of adopting UNCITRAL texts.

AP Day 2020 series

7. The AP Day 2020 series is the seventh edition of the UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day
flagship and was held during the last quarter of 2020 with the exception of the final event which
was completed in January 2021.2 Despite the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, a ground-
breaking total of 35 universities and institutions in 10 jurisdictions across the Asia Pacific
region, an increase of approximately 106% from the 2019 series in terms of participating
institutions, joined the annual celebration by co-hosting 19 AP Day activities to promote
awareness of international trade standards and norms, particularly those endorsed by
UNCITRAL.?

2 For details please visit: https://uncitral.un.org/en/events/2020-uncitral-asia-pacific-day.
3 A list of participating universities and institutions arranged by jurisdiction is provided in Annex 1.



https://uncitral.un.org/en/events/2020-uncitral-asia-pacific-day

Theme

8. The AP Day 2020 series invited partner
institutions to join the global celebrations of the
40" anniversary of the United Nations
Convention on Contracts for the International
Sale of Goods (“CISG”) under the “CISG@40”
theme.* Consequently, 13 of the 19 AP Day 2020
activities identified the CISG and international
sales as their key theme, with at least 6 events

CISG@40

pairing the CISG with dispute resolution, although nearly all AP Day 2020 activities touched
upon the CISG and international sales. Other UNCITRAL subject areas covered included
electronic commerce, arbitration, mediation, investor-state dispute settlement (“ISDS”),
insolvency, online dispute resolution, secured transactions, contract law, micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises (“MSMEs”), and transport law. Many events also included
discussions on the role of UNCITRAL texts and their applications in COVID-19 times.

Breakdown of key UNCITRAL subject areas covered by AP Day 2020 activities

General CISG Arbitration Mediation 1SDS

W Frequency

ODR

E-commerce

*More than one subject area may be covered in any given event.

MSMEs

Insolvency

4 For more information on the CISG@40 global initiative, please visit: uncitral.un.org/cisg40.
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Participating jurisdictions

9. Participating jurisdictions in the AP Day 2020 series consisted of: Australia (1 activity),
China (5), including the Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong (1) and Macao (1),
India (2), Japan (1), Republic of Korea (4), Russian Federation (1), Thailand (1), and Viet Nam
(2). Expert speakers providing a wide range of perspectives participated from a total of 24 civil
and common law jurisdictions at different stages of economic development. More than half of
the expert speakers were academics, followed by practitioners and government officials.

Share of events by jurisdiction

Australia ® China ®™ Hong Kong, China ® Macao, China ™ India ® Japan ® Republic of Korea ® Russian Federation ® Thialand ® Viet Nam

Hong Kong,

China, 1 Macao, China, 1

- Russian
China, 5 Republic of Korea, 4 Viet Nam, 2 Federation, 1 Thialand, 1

Participation, audience diversity and gender parity

10.  Audience composition was also diverse, with approximately 60% of the AP Day 2020
participants female, based on statistics provided by co-organizers where gender breakdown
was available. In addition, while most AP Day activities were geared towards law students,
some were delivered to non-law students including business and engineering students, and
some were open to online public audiences from across the Asia Pacific region and beyond.

Composition of participants by gender (approx.)

1458, 41%

2064, 50% I

m Female m Male

*Based on statistics provided by co-organizers where gender breakdown was available.



Regional accessibility, multilinguism, deliverables and virtual format

11. UNCITRAL RCAP officers supported all AP Day activities and were occasionally
joined by colleagues from the UNCITRAL Secretariat in Vienna who delivered technical
presentations on the CISG and insolvency. The majority of contributions took the form of live
remote presentations on UNCITRAL instruments and current developments. Where live
presentations were not possible, UNCITRAL RCAP provided tailor-made VDO remarks or
institutional support for the activity. To enhance regional accessibility and promote
multilinguism, UNCITRAL RCAP and participating experts delivered contributions in
multiple United Nations official languages, particularly English, Chinese, and Russian, as well
as regional languages including Cantonese, Korean, Thai, and Vietnamese.

Mode of delivery

8, 32%

= Onlinecnly = Hybrid

12. In response to COVID-19, the AP Day 2020 series predominately adopted an online
mode of delivery, with 6 activities adopting a hybrid format combining online and in-person
attendance. Although participants were not able to meet face to face, the use of technology
boosted participation by overcoming geographical limitations and bypassing resource
limitations associated with the organization of traditional in-person activities. Format and size
of events ranged from an in-class lecture of 30 law students to singular or multi-day
international academic conferences with virtual live attendance of close to 5,000 global
participants. Altogether, the AP Day 2020 series reached a global live audience of over 8,500
participants.

Share of participants by jurisdiction where event was held

Republicof Koreg, 272
i Russian Federation, 47

India, 300 /’
—Other, 1702
/ VietNam, 303
Japan, 42 \
Australia, 30
)

Macao, China, 456 HongKong, China, 132

_Thailand, 120

China, 7132

m Australia m China ® HongKong, China ® Macao, China ® Japan ®India mRepublic of Korea ® Russian Federation ® Thailand ®m Viet Nam



Partner institutions

13.  Since 2019, UNCITRAL RCAP has partnered with the International Chamber of
Commerce (“ICC”), in particular the ICC Arbitration and ADR, North Asia and Shanghai
Representative Office, to promote and expand the AP Day series to new collaborators across
the region. The joint expertise of UNCITRAL and ICC was particularly synergistic under the
CISG@40 theme as establishing a uniform legal regime for contracts for the cross-border sale
of goods benefits all stakeholders. Consequently, in 2020 UNCITRAL RCAP and the ICC
successfully co-organized a total of 7 hybrid and virtual events in 3 jurisdictions with a
cumulative live audience of approximately 7,300 participants.

14. In addition to its fruitful collaboration with the ICC, UNCITRAL RCAP is grateful for
the support it has received from all AP Day partner institutions, which apart from universities
and higher education institutions include arbitral and mediation institutions, professional
bodies, and UNCITRAL national coordination committees.®

Supporting progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals

15. Due to the comprehensive themes and topics discussed throughout the AP Day 2020
series on how to improve legal frameworks for the facilitation of international trade and
investment, participation by diverse experts and audiences from a wide range of jurisdictions,
the focus on educating the next generation, expanded modes of delivery, and deliverables in
multiple United Nations and regional languages, the AP Day 2020 activities notably advance
UNCITRAL’s contributions towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals on several
fronts which are relevant to international trade and sale of goods, including:

e Goal 8 - promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all;

e Goal 12 - ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns;

e Goal 16 - promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels; and

e Goal 17 - strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership
for sustainable development.

In particular, with respect to Goal 8, UNCITRAL has contributed to target 8.3 - promoting
development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation,
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of
MSMEs, including through access to financial services. Regarding Goal 16, UNCITRAL has
supported target 16.3 - promoting the rule of law at the national and international levels and
ensure equal access to justice for all. For more information on UNCITRAL’s contributions to

5 Please refer to Annex | for the full list of the AP Day 2020 series partnering institutions.



the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (generally and with reference to
specific subject-areas), please visit the UNCITRAL website.®
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Comprehensive breakdown of key UNCITRAL topics discussed during the AP Day 2020 series and

(

their contribution to SDGs

6 UNCITRAL website, uncitral.un.org/en/about/sdg.
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Highlights of the AP Day 2020 Series

16.  The 2020 AP Day series was successfully organized with generous support and
collaboration of institutional and academic partners throughout the region. Each AP Day
activity had its own unique and diverse features in terms of deliverables, topics covered,
audience reached, and mode of delivery. The following are special highlights of each AP Day
activity listed in chronological order:-

(1) Asia-Pacific Law Institute, Seoul National University
(Seoul, 14 September 2020)

The AP Day 2020 series was officially launched with the Asia-Pacific Law Institute, Seoul
National University, on 14 September 2020 via an online webinar. Around 36 students attended
this event of which 24 were female and 12 were male. The event focused on the importance of
UNCITRAL activities and the work of UNCITRAL working groups. UNCITRAL RCAP
officers provided an overview of UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP including its activities
and internship programme, and an overview of various UNCITRAL texts, namely the CISG
and the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from
Mediation (“Singapore Convention on Mediation”). A Professor of Law at Seoul National
University also shared his experience on his participation in a UNCITRAL working group.
With the Arbitration Act, Electronic Signature Act, and the Debtor Rehabilitation Act greatly
influenced by the various UNCITRAL Model Laws, UNCITRAL and its texts play a major
role in the laws of the Republic of Korea. This event thus highlighted the importance of
UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP in facilitating the process of modernization and
harmonization of national law in the area of cross-border trade, and in providing technical
assistance to jurisdictions which have adopted UNCITRAL texts.
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(2) China University of Political Science and Law
(Beijing, 23 September 2020)

The AP Day co-organized with China
University of Political Science and Law and ICC
was held on 23 September 2020 in a hybrid
format. Under the theme “CISG@40: Judicial
and Arbitration Practices of CISG in China”, the
event saw around 150 university students,
researchers and legal practitioners attending
from six cities in China. UNCITRAL RCAP
provided an overview of the CISG, highlighting
the Convention’s prevalence in China and
uniform interpretation by the judiciary. In
addition, eminent academics and practitioners
from China and abroad examined how the CISG
interacts with national laws of China as well as
other international instruments.

15



(3) Shanghai University of Political Science and Law
(Shanghai, China, 26 September 2020 & 9-11 October 2020)

The AP Day with Shanghai University of Political Science and Law and ICC consisted of a
virtual forum and a virtual mediation moot. The virtual forum titled “The Fourth Sheshan
International Law Virtual Forum” invited law professors from five Chinese universities to
discuss the application of the CISG in China from private international law, domestic contract
law, litigation and arbitration perspectives. Overall, the forum was well attended by around 200
students and academics. As part of a series of events in conjunction with the virtual forum,
Moot Shanghai was organized in the form of a virtual mediation moot as a special edition in
light of the cancellation of the traditional Moot Shanghai earlier this year. Though the virtual
format was novel, the moot attracted 120 participants. UNCITRAL RCAP delivered remarks
at the opening ceremony of the moot. With the combination of the forum and the moot
competition, students not only were made aware of the most up-to-date academic discussions,
but also gained first-hand experience through applying the law to a moot problem concerning
an international trade law dispute.

A recording of the event is available at: https://mp.weixin.qg.com/s/9ZnraRni-
Q9hkSumx9N9INnQ.

|
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(4) Shanghai University of International Business and Economics
(Shanghai, China, 10 October 2020)

Under the theme “CISG@40 — International Commercial Arbitration, ISDS and MPIA”, an
AP Day event was co-hosted with Shanghai University of International Business and
Economics and ICC on 10 October 2020. The event was organized in a hybrid format with a
roundtable discussion held in a siheyuan (a traditional Beijing quadrangle) livestreamed online.
UNCITRAL RCAP delivered recorded opening remarks at the discussion. The speakers, from
universities, arbitral institutions and government agencies, discussed innovations related to
international dispute resolution in the context of the CISG and investor-state dispute settlement
(“ISDS”). Overall, the event was very well attended by approximately 2,000 participants, of
which 1,200 were female and 800 were male.

A

74 //,
.‘* v. " - A
1 ==l I==1 | b Y
E ~w ?:‘ : = =< ,_J v
4 [_:.: / l', ,j - “
| ]
g = -

UNCITRAL Working Group lli
39t Session: 5 -9 Oct. 2020

17



(5) Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
(Melbourne, Australia, 13 October 2020)

An in-class interactive presentation — [FHEMEEEEE
was co-organized with the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology
(“RMIT”) and the ICC. It was held on
13 October 2020 as an in-class online
lecture for approximately 30 busines
students. Joined by speakers from Athita Komindr

academia, the theme of the lecture was E:f;:::ifﬁﬁﬁfilﬂﬁf?ﬁ'ﬁc.rm =~
the “Importance of CISG for Non-

Lawyers”. UNCITRAL RCAP gave an S

overview of the CISG and its benefits

S22 UNCITRAL

Regional Centre fc

y’@% United Nations
pNs

1e Pacific

United Nations Convention on Contracts for

the International Sale of Goods (CISG)

United Nations Convention Four Major Parts Of C|SG

to cross-border trade and commerce.

International Sale of Goods

A Senior Lecturer of RMIT shared
insights on teaching the CISG to non-
lawyers, noting that the CISG is
accessible by businesspersons and
laypersons due to its neutral and plain
language.

e

Part|. Scopeof  PartIl. Formation Part ll, Sale of Part IV. Final
application and of the contract goods clauses
general provisions
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(6) Jungseok Research Institute of International Logistics and Trade, Inha University
(Incheon, Republic of Korea, 27 October 2020)

The AP Day lecture with Jungseok Research Institute of International Logistics and Trade,
Inha University was held on 27 October 2020 as an online in-class lecture. UNCITRAL RCAP
presented an overview of UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP, introduced the different
UNCITRAL texts, including the Singapore Convention on Mediation and the Model Law on
International Commercial Mediation, and discussed the current status and trend of
UNCITRAL’s international trade and commerce standards. UNCITRAL RCAP also
introduced its internship programme. A key speaker from Inha University, presented on
“Amendments of the Three Data Law and the Digital Economy”. This event, delivered in
Korean, was the second of four AP Day 2020 activities hosted in the Republic of Korea. A total
of 33 participants, of which 24 were female and 9 were male, attended. With a focused
discussion on data law of the Republic of Korea and implications for the digital economy,
students were able to appreciate UNCITRAL texts in a country-specific context.

Report of the Secretary-
General

The Singapore Convention on Mediation -
Negotiated and concluded by UNCITRAL, is
highlighted in the Annual Report of the
Secretary-General on the Work of the
Organisation 2020 as a positive achievement
in the area of International Justice and Law
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(7) Department of Public Service, Kangnam University
(Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea, 28 October 2020)

The AP Day presentation with the Department of Public Service, Kangnam University was
held on 28 October 2020, the third of four AP Day activities hosted in the Republic of Korea.
The in-lecture seminar totaled 175 students (86 male and 89 female) studying different areas
of law such as insurance law, corporate law, and philosophy of law. The seminar commenced
with a 2-hour lecture by UNCITRAL RCAP on the modernization and harmonization of
international trade law, an overview of UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP, the Singapore
Convention on Mediation, and lessons learned from the UNCITRAL virtual panel series on
UNCITRAL Texts and COVID-19 Response and Recovery held in July 2020. A Kangnam
University professor also presented a synopsis of international trade law.

COVID-19 Panel Series in Numbers
FAZ HE Z2Y YUY EE

¢ERN
| SN
| & )
d ) \.\_\ /,l/
-
¢

THE WORLD BANK

ICC

* 6 webinars dealing with 6 distinct issues =

» Over 35 panelists with five partnering . 5719 =27 7o) A Fel
multinational organizations 357 o]Ate] Fd 34

» Average of 1,342 registrants per panel, over §. 33 5=z} 4= 1,342%, o] A o] Ank
half were women o] zHA|

G EOVID-19 is a human tragedy. But it has also
created a generational opportunity. An
opportunity to build back a more equal and
sustainable world.

COVID-1g 2 1 {2| H|F0|C} 8} X|2 02
Q15 MCHH 712|7t S E x| 7| = RCL B2

HS SYoLL X|S7tse MAZ A +

A= 7|20t 3

Anténio Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General
QEY S T B2, fAAFFR
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(8) International Law Faculty, Ho Chi Minh City University of Law
(Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam, 11 November 2020)

The AP day activity co-hosted with the International Law Faculty, Ho Chi Minh City
University of Law, Viet Nam was held on 11 November 2020, in collaboration with the ICC.
A total of 143 law students attended the event, of which 87 were female and 56 were male. The
theme of the webinar was “CISG@40 — the Application of CISG in E-commerce Contracts,
SMEs and Specific Objectives”. The webinar invited 2 featured speakers from the legal and
arbitration fields to discuss the application of the CISG on the acquisition of software, and the
conclusion of online contracts. UNCITRAL RCAP delivered opening remarks on the benefits
of the CISG, and discussed its application in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Students
were also introduced to the Case Law on UNCITRAL Texts (“CLOUT”) database as a
resource to locate national court judgments in which UNCITRAL texts have been interpreted
and applied by foreign judges and arbitrators.’

CISG in the Asia-
Pacific

« Australia, China, Fiji, Japan. Laos
Mangalia, New Zealand, North Korea,
South Korea, Singapore, Uzbekistan,
\iatnam, etc

« {As of September 2020)

" The CLOUT database can be accessed in all 6 United Nations official languages at: uncitral.un.org/en/case_law.
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(9) Department of Security Convergence, Graduate School, Chung-Ang University
(Seoul, 19 November 2020)

The AP Day lecture with the Department of Security Convergence, Graduate School at Chung-
Ang University was held on 19 November 2020. This event was the fourth and final
UNCITRAL AP Day event hosted in the Republic of Korea. The online workshop was
delivered in Korean with 28 students in attendance. Under the theme of “Recent Trends and
Issues of UNCITRAL’s Work”, UNCITRAL RCAP presented on the Singapore Convention
on Mediation and introduced the work of UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP and the
internship programme. A professor from the Department of Industrial Security at Chung-Ang
University also shared insights.

UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial
Mediation and International Settlement Agreements
Resulting from Mediation 2018

FTHIGAREE U =40 2let 3 H|ee|of 28 UNCITRAL
DY (2018)

* Amends UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial
Conciliation (2002)
+ 2002 FH|&ALEF0| 23t UNCITRAL 22 B0l 74

« Addition of a new section on international settlement agreements
and their enforcement, incorporating the key provisions of the
United Nations Convention on Mediation

© UNZFYA Fo RoHS Zotot ZYO| ot T 2ts g elet O
Zlof sot =2 Fo| Ft

Thank you for your attention!

For more information on UNCITRAL: uncitral.un.org
For RCAP:.uncitral.un.org/en/TA/regionalcentre_asia_pacific

E-mail: uncitral.rcap@un.org - _E

Subscribe - r
to RCAP's

mailing list E
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(10) Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University
(Bangkok, 26 November 2020)

The AP day in-class virtual presentation with the Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University,
Thailand was held on 26 November 2020. There were over 120 participants, most of whom
were dispute resolution students. UNCITRAL RCAP officers introduced the work of
UNCITRAL, its internship programme, and UNCITRAL instruments on arbitration, mediation,
the CISG, and the CLOUT database. Students were also updated on UNCITRAL’s the ongoing
reform efforts with regard to ISDS. UNCITRAL RCAP’s current interns, joined by a former
intern from Thailand, shared exchanges about their experience.
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(11) Wuhan University
(Wuhan, China, 28 November 2020)

The AP Day online conference with Wuhan University, ICC and Hong Kong International
Avrbitration Centre was held on 28 November 2020 in a hybrid format. During the live broadcast,
an on-site audience of 100 participants were joined by 4,500 online participants. Under the
theme “The Application of Uniformed Substantive Rules, with a Particular Focus on
Arbitration in Mainland China and HKSAR”, the AP Day event invited 6 female speakers and
17 male speakers, from the public sector, academia and arbitration to discuss the legal impact
of the CISG in China, contemporary issues concerning COVID-19, the Belt and Road Initiative
and international commercial arbitration. UNCITRAL RCAP presented an introduction to
UNCITRAL, and an overview of the CISG and its application to China and the Asia Pacific
region. A Legal Officer from the UNCITRAL Secretariat in Vienna delivered a technical
presentation on uniform contract law and risk mitigation.
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(12) Faculty of Law, University of Macau
(Macao, China, 4 December 2020)

This regional academic conference with the Faculty of Law, University of Macau and World
Trade Center Macau Arbitration Center titled “Embracing Legal Harmonization as a Panacea
for the Challenges Facing International Trade at Times of Global Pandemic” was held on 4
December 2020. 20 speakers and 456 participants joined either in-person at the University of
Macau, or online. The speakers represented diverse jurisdictions — namely, Australia, China
(including Hong Kong, China and Macao, China), India, Japan, Malaysia, Portugal, the
Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Singapore and Sweden — and provided insights
from their respective professional backgrounds on topics including cross-border dispute
resolution, the CISG, and digital trade.

25



(13) Faculty of Law, Foreign Trade University
(Hanoi, 10 December 2020)

The AP day event with the Faculty of Law, Foreign Trade University Hanoi, Viet Nam was
co-organized with the Vietnam Business Lawyers Club, Vietnam International Arbitration
Center, and the Vietnam Society of International Law. Held on 10 December 2020, the seminar
titled, “CISG and International Arbitration”, saw over 160 participants who joined either in-
person at the Foreign Trade University in Vietnam, or online. The speakers, including
government officials, academics, legal practitioners and arbitrators, have represented diverse
professional backgrounds. They discussed practical aspects of the CISG, in particular, its
implementation in Viet Nam as well as in international arbitration and practical tips on how
contracts that apply the CISG should be drafted in Viet Nam. All presentations were conducted
in Vietnamese.

A recording of the event is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otHixiTZzrc.
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(14) Department of Law, The University of Hong Kong
(Hong Kong, China, 10 December 2020)

The AP Day event co-organized with the Department of Law, The University of Hong Kong
(“HKU”), Hong Kong Mediation Centre, and International Dispute Resolution & Risk
Management Institute was held virtually on 10 December 2020. Under the theme “The Future
Practice of Commercial Dispute Resolution after Extending the Application of CISG to Hong
Kong SAR”, UNCITRAL RCAP officers presented in English and Cantonese an overview of
the CISG and an introduction to the tools assisting the uniform interpretation of the CISG such
as the CLOUT database and the Digest of Case Law on the CISG. Academics from HKU and
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology also provided insightful presentations on the
international regulation of commercial contracts, the complementary roles of UNCITRAL, the
International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (“UNIDROIT”) and Hague
Conference on Private International Law (“HCCH?”) relating to international sales instruments,
and on the benefits and challenges of the extension of the application of the CISG to the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region. The event was attended by 132 participants, of which 65
were female and 67 were male.

27



(15) School of Law, Far Eastern Federal University
(Vladivostok, Russian Federation, 16 December 2020)

The AP Day event with Far Eastern Federal University (“FEFU”) in the Russian Federation
was held on 16 December 2020 as part of an online in-class lecture. A total of 47 law students,
of which one-third were male and two-thirds were female, took part in the event. UNCITRAL
RCAP officers presented an introduction to UNCITRAL and UNCITRAL RCAP in English
and partially in Russian to further engage students, and provided overviews of the CISG and
the CLOUT database, the Singapore Convention on Mediation and the UNCITRAL internship
programme. Current UNCITRAL RCAP interns shared their experiences with the students.
Other expert speakers included academics at FEFU School of Law who delivered presentations
on topics including “Al System as a Subject of International Commerce” and “Features of the
Application of the Vienna Convention 1980 in the Russian Federation”.
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(16) Gujarat National Law University Centre for Corporate and Insolvency Law
(Gujarat, India, 18 December 2020)

The Gujarat National Law University Centre for Corporate and Insolvency Law together with
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, and UNCITRAL National Co-ordination
Committee India co-organized a virtual AP Day event, titled “International Conference on
Insolvency Law and CISG@40”, covering a wide range of topics pertaining to insolvency and
the CISG with speakers from India and abroad. The benefits of the CISG generally and in
particular to India were discussed. Various topics pertaining to India’s domestic insolvency
regime were also discussed with references made to other jurisdictions’ practices and
experiences. A virtual roundtable discussion was also held whereby speakers spotlighted cross-
border insolvency regimes of different jurisdictions (including the European Union, Jordan,
Singapore) and the operation of the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency
(1997).

Recordings of the event are available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gf LdisRrGM&t=4s and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L tvfe-cAuZY &t=1448s respectively.

PRASHANT TIWARI Ambica Batas

Host

€ M.S. Sahoo

SANJEEV KUMAR CHOUDHA
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(17) Southwest China University of Political Science and Law
(Chongging, China, 18 December 2020)

Co-organized with Southwest China University of Political Science and Law and ICC, the AP
Day event titled “CISG@40: The Application in the Contracting States of CISG” was held in
a hybrid format on 18 December 2020. The 4-hour event was delivered in Chinese and English.
Subjects discussed ranged from general topics, including the development of international
commercial law and uniform substantive law, to more specific issues such as the application
and interpretation of particular provisions of the CISG. Overall, around 60 participants joined
the webinar.
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(18) Nagoya University Graduate School of Law
(Nagoya, Japan, 22 December 2020)

The AP Day event co-organized with Nagoya University Graduate School of Law was held on
22 December 2020 with the theme “When Disputes Go Online: Current Issues and Criticalities
in Arbitration and ODR.” The two-hour webinar was attended by 42 participants, including
participants from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Brazil. Of the
42 participants, 20 were female and 22 were male. With an increase in the use of technology
worldwide and the involvement of individuals in cross-border transactions, the lively
discussion on online dispute resolution (“ODR”) was of great interest and was most timely.
Both academics and practitioners from different jurisdictions presented on diverse aspects of
ODR, including a general overview of ODR in 2020 and its five basic assumptions, arbitration
as a model for all future dispute resolution, and designing systems for ODR with a mention of
UNCITRAL ODR Technical Notes and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation guidelines. Other
points of discussion included concerns of ODR including security and due process concerns as
well as advantages and disadvantages of ODR. This webinar was interactive on both ends with
participants asking interesting questions and panellists providing insightful answers.
Discussion on ODR as a means of accessing justice contributed to the furtherance of the
Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 9 and 16 in supporting technology and
access to information and communication technology and access to justice for all.

A recording of the event is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r40L2TZaO0QlI.
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(19) Centre for Transnational Commercial Law, National Law University Delhi
(New Delhi, 6-7 January 2021 8-10 January 2021)

The final activity of the AP Day 2020 series was a 2-day virtual symposium held from 6 to 7
January 2021 themed “Transnational Commercial Law, Insolvency, Restructuring,
Entrepreneurship: Promoting Trade and Development Post the Pandemic,” which preceded the
2020 Moot Competition on Insolvency and Bankruptcy held on 8-10 January 2021. The back-
to-back events were co-organized with the Centre for Transnational Commercial Law, National
Law University Delhi, India, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), INSOL
India, UNCITRAL National Co-ordination Committee (UNCC) India, Nottingham Law
School of Nottingham Trent University, Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law of Campbell
University, Center on Transnational Business and the Law of Georgetown Law, International
Law Institute, and Society of Insolvency Practitioners of India (SIPI). The first day of the
symposium commemorated the 40" anniversary of the CISG under the sub-theme “CISG@40:
Role of UNCITRAL Instruments in Progressive Development of Cross Border Legal Regime
and Trade”. UNCITRAL RCAP delivered opening remarks and provided an overview of
UNCITRAL texts and their benefits. A Legal Officer at the UNCITRAL Secretariat in Vienna
also presented, an overview of the CISG and the “Tripartite Legal Guide to Uniform
Instruments in the Area of International Commercial Contracts, with a Focus on Sales” co-
prepared by UNCITRAL, UNIDROIT and HCCH. Special attention was also given to the
Singapore Convention on Mediation and the UNCITRAL Model Law on Secured Transactions
(2016). The second day of the symposium focused exclusively on insolvency law under the
sub-theme “Insolvency Resolutions, Promoting Entreprencurship post the Pandemic”. In a
session dedicated to cross-border insolvency, a Senior Legal Officer at the UNCITRAL
Secretariat in Vienna delivered a brief overview of the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-
Border Insolvency (1997). Along with other presentations on insolvency-related UNCITRAL
instruments, the introduction generated in-depth discussion among speakers about India’s
consideration of these texts. The speakers also exchanged views on other topics related to
insolvency, including the measures adopted by the authorities in face with COVID-19 and an
insolvency legal system tailored for MSMEs.

2020 UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day Symposium

Centre for Transnational Commercial Law
Navonal Law Uriversity Delh, indsa

Addven Ragpaann

——at

PVLITRAL rogun Carve

for Aais NS e Pacdis (UMCTRAL BCAP|
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Concluding remarks

17. Notwithstanding the challenges in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the AP Day
2020 series attracted one of the most dynamic and successful turnouts in its seven-year history.
The use of technology encouraged more participants from diverse backgrounds and
geographical locations to participate, and enhanced the accessibility of the deliverables.
Through this series of events, it is hoped that students, academics, legal practitioners, policy
makers and other stakeholders, particularly those in the Asia Pacific region, acquire deeper
understanding of the benefits of UNCITRAL instruments and the importance of legal
harmonization including uniform interpretation for the facilitation of international trade and
investment.

18. UNCITRAL RCAP is grateful for the continuing enthusiasm for and generous support
of the UNCITRAL AP Day academic series from partnering universities and institutions across
the Asia Pacific. As the AP Day 2020 series has come to a conclusion, it is hoped that the 2021
series would be equally well received. For institutions interested in co-organizing an AP Day
activity, please contact UNCITRAL RCAP to explore collaboration opportunities at:

Address: UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
International Trade Law Division, Office of Legal Affairs
3F, G-Tower, 175 Art Center-daero, Yeonsu-gu
22004 Incheon, Republic of Korea

Email: uncitral.rcap@un.org

Website: uncitral.un.org/en/TA/regionalcentre asia pacific

For those interested in subscribing to UNCITRAL RCAP’s mailing list, please scan the
following QR code:

Of=-10
[=]

UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific

About UNCITRAL RCAP: Established in 2012, the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific is UNCITRAL s
only regional centre and is located in Incheon, Republic of Korea. UNCITRAL RCAP provides technical assistance and
capacity-building programming in UNCITRAL s key areas of work to over 50 States in Asia and the Pacific.

7 N . .
ﬁ@& United Nations
S22 UNCITRAL
Reglonal Centre for Asla and the Pacific
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Annex |

List of Participating Universities and Institutions
in the UNCITRAL AP Day 2020 series

NO. PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS DATE OF EVENT
AUSTRALIA

1 Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (with ICC) 13 October 2020
CHINA

2 China University of Political Science and Law (with ICC) 23 September 2020

26 September 2020 (Forum)

3 Shanghai University of Political Science and Law (with ICC) 9-11 October 2020 (Moot)

4 Shanghai University of International Business and Economics (with ICC) 10 October 2020

5  Wuhan University (with ICC and Hong Kong International Arbitration 28 November 2020
Centre)

6 Southwest China University of Political Science and Law (with ICC) 18 December 2020
HONG KONG, CHINA

7 Department of Law, The University of Hong Kong (with Hong Kong 10 December 2020
Mediation Centre and International Dispute Resolution & Risk
Management Institute)

MACAO, CHINA

8  Faculty of Law, University of Macau (with World Trade Center Macau 04 December 2020
Avrbitration Center)

INDIA

9 Gujarat National Law University Centre for Corporate and Insolvency Law 18 December 2020
(with Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, and UNCITRAL
National Co-ordination Committee India)

10  Centre for Transnational Commercial Law, National Law University Delhi  6-7 January 2021 (Symposium)

(with the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, INSOL India, 8-10 January 2021 (Moot
UNCITRAL National Co-ordination Committee (UNCC) India, Competition)
Nottingham Law School of Nottingham Trent University, Norman Adrian
Wiggins School of Law of Campbell University, Center on Transnational
Business and the Law of Georgetown Law, International Law Institute, and
Society of Insolvency Practitioners of India (SIPI))
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JAPAN

11

Nagoya University Graduate School of Law

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

12

13

14

15

Asia-Pacific Law Institute, Seoul National University

Jungseok Research Institute of International Logistics and Trade, Inha
University

Department of Public Service, Kangnam University

Department of Security Convergence, Graduate School, Chung-Ang
University

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

16  School of Law, Far Eastern Federal University
THAILAND
17  Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University
VIET NAM
18 International Law Faculty, Ho Chi Minh City University of Law (with ICC)
19  Faculty of Law, Foreign Trade University

(with the Vietnam Business Lawyers Club, Vietnam International
Avrbitration Centre, and Vietnam Society of International Law)
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Acknowledgements from
Participating Universities and Institutions

UNCITRAL RCAP gratefully acknowledges the generous support and contributions of
Incheon Metropolitan City and the Ministry of Justice, Republic of Korea, as well as the
Department of Justice, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China, which make it
possible for UNCITRAL RCAP to deliver UNCITRAL’s mandate throughout the Asia-Pacific,
including through the UNCITRAL AP Day series.

Below are some extracted testimonials from the UNCITRAL AP Day 2020 series partnering
universities and institutions (organized in alphabetical order) discussing the benefits to students
and stakeholders:

13

13

2020 W 11 ¥ 19 ¥ UNCITRAL ©o}eEjAFA9 S Uetal ko] 7HH
“UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day” oA+ A AH A HAEHE EAS

agdor s|dsty] fig wWekel diste =ofstlFUTh “UNCITRAL
At A (429 A Fd= 2ANA Vs AIE 9
AR (£ wgp) o] FA BRE Fo g wshed ol FHre
A A Tt =l E oleld 4 ISlaL, ERE HiUid & &AM HSshal
S FHl= o] &3 ddd 24 S A gekel s o 4 e
e 5 e AR RAEUY. & OAE 4 wEE Sl BAsE gt
HAANEA olgrell HsiAE UNCITRAL 2 A &Aoo 2 A5 Holsr]=

RIS
Hh ek 2R e
| Chung-Ang University (Republic of Korea)

Boipaxxaem orpomuyto OnaromapHoctb UNCITRAL RCAP 3a HacbllleHHYIO U
IUIOAOTBOPHYIO mporpammy KoH(pepenuun 2020 Asia Pacific Day, e€ Bblcokuit
npoecCHOHANbHBI YPOBEHb M aKTYaJbHOCTh MPEUIOKEHHBIX TEM, 3a KOJIOCCATbHBIN
TPyA U NPEKPacHYK OpraHU3alMi0 KOH(MEPEeHIUMH C HCIOJIb30BaHUEM MEepeaOBbIX
NIEKTPOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUH, KOTOpBIE IO3BONMIM CTylaeHTaM HOpUanyecKo IIKOJIbI
JAB®Y u poccuiickuM ydacTHHUKaM OoJiee J1€TallbHO O3HAKOMHTBHCS C JIeSTENBbHOCTBIO
UNCITRAL u ee OCHOBHBIMH MEXIYyHAPOJIHO-TIPAaBOBBIMU JIOKYMEHTaMH B cdepe
MIPOrPECCUBHOTO COTJIACOBAHUS M YHH(DHKAIMKM IMpaBa MEXJAyHapOAHOW TOPIrOBIH, B
nugHoMm obmenun ¢ mpenacrasutensimu UNCITRAL RCAP. Kondepenmus momyunmna
BBICOKYIO OLIEHKY OT CTYJI€HTOB M YYaCTHUKOB, M Mbl HaJIe€MCS, UTO MOI00HBIE BCTPEUn
CTaHyT TPAAMLUOHHBIMU, IIOCKOJBKY TIO3BOJIAIOT Ooyiee MPEeIMETHO U TIIyOOKO
paccMOTpeTh akTyaibHble Bonpockl coctosiHus M pasButuss UNCITRAL, matepuanst
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MOTYT OBITh HCIOJIb30BaHBI Kak B TIpoliecce OOydYeHHs, TaK W B TMPAKTHICCKOMN
NEeITEIbHOCTH.”

| Far Eastern Federal University (Russian Federation)

FRAMAR 5 57 e B 5 [ B 5% B 2 72 B8 o W SR P e e 3 b o 5 AN T
(The Future Practice of Commercial Dispute Resolution after Extending the Application
of CISG to Hong Kong). FESLIRIEET &, HAMEiee 2EH S 2 i S A By i A
XEH (BEEBIEEMSHESRAL) (D&)A T HERZRH. et gIiay
At 1) 5 R AR R R A T A T B R B R SE A Ay, A B B IR N A A B iR A
KEF U R A R, 5 ARSI IR & 5 K Pt i 32 e .

ﬁﬁ#%m (7 B 5 B [ P B ik 2 8 o ol i B R T [ 3 o BB A

FINFE A MINZE T, BRI Adtm N AGEHS 3 LG E & BB S

II@ o R R TARK AR AR Rk BAMARLS . S8 SRS A vl AAE K 2
B2 i b AP 108 2 ] 2 A B (1 ST

FAM AT A Al e BRI A [ B B B &) 1 2% B e nn YN O VE IR 3 0 E UNCITRAL
AP Day M HEiHE) L HIREE.

| Hong Kong Mediation Centre (Hong Kong, China)
(co-organizer of the AP Day with the University of Hong Kong)

It has been a pleasure for ICC Shanghai Representative Office to continuously support
UNCITRAL RCAP on AP Day in mainland China. In 2020, ICC Shanghai Representative
Office assisted UNCITRAL RCAP to organize a series of events that have drawn the
attention of universities and institutions to the latest development of UNCITRL legal
instruments.

We are glad that UNCITRAL RCAP has provided university students in the Asia Pacific
jurisdictions with plenty of opportunities to find out the legislation trend of the United
Nations and a real window to understand the mandates of UNCITRAL, one of the most
important international organizations in the field of international law.

It would be a privilege for ICC Shanghai Representative Office to continue working with
UNCITRAL RCAP in the years to come to achieve our common goal — a better
understanding of international commercial law, a better international law community and
better future for all in the region.”

| ICC Arbitration and ADR, North Asia and Shanghai Representative Office
(co-organizer of 7 AP Day events in 3 jurisdictions)
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AP Day 38AFE &3 UNCITRAL © FA|Fo = ojHl AFE st
TAZIFAA FAE] AAE] & Ade AVIZE HAFUS gEo
UNCITRAL <I&14 Z=zIslo] digk AAg k= UN =471+ A9
sl s ARdAd & weol Hvtn AZgh Bx=s g
P17} SrfEe] HS Be @ S0 ol 5 Al 7157 BelH IS
sy Ak

| Inha University (Republic of Korea)

&3} SHAE-S UNCITRAL AP Day 3AS Ea84 Alok=
< T UE F2 VIEE JHEUL wAE
Fqdo] obd o} e WEo EHEL T4l

A2s gAsks v 2 =8 HAFYrh UNCITRAL

| Kangnam University (Republic of Korea)

As the organizers of the event at Nagoya University Graduate School of Law we would
like to express our gratitude and satisfaction for allowing us to take part in the UNCITRAL
AP Day 2020. Especially during such a complicated period of history such as the COVID-
19 pandemics, it was really important to demonstrate that research networks are active and
dynamic, and the UNCITRAL AP Day 2020 provided us with an excellent platform to this
effect. The sponsorship of UNCITRAL RCAP immediately enhances the prestige and the
visibility of any event: many participants actually decided to take part in our workshop
because of the announcement on UNCITRAL RCAP social media.”

| Nagoya University (Japan)

SASONA FAHoZ A Fol ol
Aol A

UNCITRAL ¢ ddle] =ololxZ g 3s= 9w  Palelw
AZrSHUth AP Day A4S Bal  WHETFY FAA AZte] FeAS AL
AEA HPka Arsg Yy

| Seoul National University (Republic of Korea)

el

834, BAA T Ao
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2020 4F /& CISG it PU+JE4E, NS CISG WU+ EE, BAaERASEERE
K& B R G G R RS ARES), BIE, REARK, AR CISG 1
BNV LRIE, NEEIA ., g s N BRI AL SS Ei S %
85, BEERDERAESWNARIRBIZSG T TR RE, RERNZEEEN, B
HERAGFEFERASABBERAS 5ARRCIE, HEXMNARKBIEZIFRRTE SN
A, XPRIEEE CISG AH I 1n) R AR AR & 22 AR S8 AL 70 2 LA S A 4 BRE 15 e IR I Z1) %6}
CISG TS5 fRIEIR R, IR IETE NS ERFE N E, B CISG
TE H [ ()R R 5 08 4 )RRy S B L, AR R IR E A4 R E 1 Bl
i, S CISG EFRIE Ah e ) S Pk st it — B e 5 k.

| Shanghai University of Political Science and Law (China)

TE% 2020 FHi G BIRFEE SvAZ& B e mi K H I, WP AT I
e 57 5 ) PO R PR D B SRR R, ARSRSEANE 5152 B & i P KT
OB R B S e, ERA B IR AR A R 1 ] 4 R
B 5 1 B ) PR

FER T e AR EAE S AR N IR, e 0 ] R S 5 i B R PR AT R, AR
H 12 fIEAN R B 5 AN 1 1) 20 A2 48 H B FIERET 1 — RS S0 i s AR s —
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