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Introduction

1. This report on the 2021 UNCITRAL Latin Ar
Dayo) series highl i ght sheauttosns actigveslt pravides an, del i
illustrated summary of the salient features of the 2021 series, a description of each activity and
concluding remarks. Two annexes appear at the end on |) participating universities and
institutions arranged by jurisdiction and Hstimoniesfrom beneficiaries. This report is
accompanied bgn executive summary in Spanish.

Glossary

2. This glossarynay assist readers ensuring thateferences to the followingcronyms
arecorrectlyunderstoodTerms such a8 A DoRneans alteratived i sput e ICéS&lbuti o
means the United Nations ConvientonContracts for thénternational Sales of Goods.

3. International organizations:i AS ADI P 0 Ameeicam Association of Private
International Lawfi CL OU T 0 caselawos UNCITRALtextsi Co mmi ssi ono0 meart
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL); C Sindaris the
International Centre for Settlement of Investment DisptilesA CO0 means Latin Ame
the Caribbeanii ME R C O S U R otherSeutherrs Common Markeheii OAS O means t |
Organization of American Statds;P CA0 means t he Pe rtionginSd rEtC A®o u r 1
means the&Central American Economic Integratiom C| MA O me a Cisil ai®lgradei s h
Arbitration CentreeA TPRO means Mercosur ParUuNDPe&Nn tmeRa\si
United NationdDevelopment Programme.

4. Universitiesin Argentinafn UBAO means Universidad de Buen
Universidad del Centro Educativo Latinoamericaid) NPAZ 6 means Uni ver si
de Jose C. Paandi USAL O means Uni v darBslivia(Rldrinatiomd! Steffea | v a d ¢
off)AUNI VALLEO means Unin Dominican BepublicidPeJIC MMa | Ime;a n s
Pontificia Universidad Catica y Maestra; in Ecuadori USF Q0 means Uni ver s
Francisco de Quitgndi UDL A0 means Uni eieas;iga Homdudsi d AHas Am
means Uniersidad Nacional Admoma de Hondurasj n Me xi co A UNAMO |
Universidad Nacional Autaima de Mgxico; in Paraguayi UNAO means Uni versid
de Paraguayin Perun UNMS MO0 Uni versi dad NacifidPLlo Maeyars
Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadesl i PUCPO means Ponti fici
Cablica; in UruguayA UMO means Uni ver sandiddD ELeA RMO nmhesavn <
Universidad de la Rejplica; in Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic ofi UCABO means
Universidad Cailica Andrés Bella

Background

5. In 2014, UNCITRAL Day was first launched as the UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day by

the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for the Asia and the Pacific (UNCITRAL RCAP) to celebrate
the historical establishment of UNCITRAL by the United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966. Since 2014, the UNCITRAL Day has become
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an annual flagship event for UNCITRAL RCAP and the UNCITRAL Secretariat as a whole.
Activities in this series raise awareness of UNCITRAL instruments and the importance of legal
harmonkation amongst the next generations of legal thinkers and policymakers.

6. UNCITRAL Day activities are academic in nature and fi@attend The substance
and format of UNCITRAL Day activities are designed to provide maximun flexibility to
support partneng institutions. On sustantive programming, the UNCITR2dy serieshasan
overarching themdor each year,suggested by and coordinated with the UNCITRAL
Secretariat. Partner institutions may organize activities ungthtme or other UNCITRAL
related topics.

7. Since 2020, the UNCITRAL Secretariat has held UNCITR2dy in LAC countries

with great succes$.The inaugural event in 2020 brought together 34 universities and
institutions from 16 jurisdictions across the region andhasted 30 online academic events
about UNCITRAL legislative work on transparency in treb@ged InvesteState Arbitratior?

The second edition in 2021 gathered 27 universities and institutions from 20 juridictions and
co-hosted 30online academic events about the new texts on international mediation and
arbitration?

8. UNCITRAL Day has been a succdhat lead to the expansion to more regibegond

Asia and the Pacifiand LAC.In 2021, at its fifty-fourth sessiojthe Commissiomommended

the Secretariatfor the UNCITRAL Day eventsand welcomed the opportunity that the
UNCITRAL Days had provided to States and partner organizations to illustrate their
contributions to the harmonization of international trade law in practice through the use of
UNCITRAL texts in their own technical assistanactivities. The Commission welcomed the
successes of the annual UNCITRAL Day in both the A&saific and the Latin American and
Caribbean regions, welcomed the forthcoming 2021 series, and took note of the potential
benefits for other regions to hosNGITRAL Day events® The UNCITRAL Secretarialooks
forward to further expanding the UNCITRAL Day series to more regions including Africa in
2022.

LAC Day 2021 series

9. Like the first edition, the second edition of the UNCITRAL LAC Day took place from
November to December 2021t comprised 30 online academic events. Building upon the
success of the first edition, the 2021 series expanded to new jurisdictions in the Caeabbean
a mult-country approachH-or example, the event organized in the Balsain@duded Barbados,

! See the UNCITRAL Day 2021 Report for additional background information available on the UNCITRAL Welistancitral.un.org

2The LAC Day replicates the AP Day approach in the LAC region.

3 The financial support of the European Commission the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) a
the OPEC Fund for the operation of the Transparency Registry was gratefully acknowledged in most of the activitieg fiest edition

and some of the activities part of the second edition.

4 These newly adopted texts are: In international mediation a) the Guide to Enactment and Use of the UNCITRAL Model Laatmmaite
Commercial Mediation and International Settlem&gteements Resulting from Mediation, b) the UNCITRAL Mediation Rules, and c) the
UNCITRAL Notes on MediationIn international arbitration a) the UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules, and b) the accompanying
explanatory note.

5 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sevsixtih Session, Supplement No (A776/17),

para 308315, available atttps://undocs.org/en/A/76/17
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Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobagalditionally, the 2021 edition added new universkiegh
one of them in a new jurisdiction (University of La Havana in Cuba).

NUMBER OF EVENTS AND
PARTICIPATING JURISDICTIONS

=0=2020 =e=2021
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60 °
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20 —— .
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number of events participating jurisdictions

10. UNCITRAL LAC Day events were attended by a diverse audience across the fegion.
Whilst most of the events were directed towards law students, some were delivered to other
stakeholders, such as public and private expandresearchers. Furthermore, the fact that all
events were held online enabled the participation of public audiences from across the LAC
region and beyond coverning developed, developing, landlocked countries and small islands.

Salient feauturesof events

11. The 2021series has alsstrenghtened collaboration with regional organizations (i.e.
ASADIP, OAS, SIECA, MERCOSUR) and international organizations (i.e. PCA, ICSID)
which will provide opportunities to reach more jurisdictions in the Latin American and
Caribbean region in futureditions.

NUMBER OF PARTICIPATING
INSTITUTIONS

=e= Participating institutions

70
0 / =
60 °
55
50
2020 2021

Note Participating institutionsncludesregional organizations, chambers of commerce, professional bodies such as bar
associationsandmediation and arbitration centeesnongs others.

12.  The format and composition of the LAC Day seheseremairedflexible and varied
according to the capacity and preference of partner institutions, ranging from infoictessn

6 This was the case in Ecuador, Peru, and Uruguay

" The event drew listeners from the 20 jurisdictions and from extra regions, mainly France, Switzerland, Spain, Tunisitinéted th
States.
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discussion to muhkday international academic conferencPanellistshave continued to
include academics, practitioners, government officials, legislators, and members of the
judiciary, who have written about UNCITRAL instruments and/or participated in UNCITRAL
activities such ass Working Groupsg¢olloquia ancgexpertmeetingsamongst others. The 2021
edition included the participation afembers of parliameimt the region particularly in those
jurisdictions that were considering incorporating and/or adopting UNCITRAL &exts.

13. The theme for the LAC Day 2021 was the rgvadoptedUNCITRAL texts on
international mediation and arbitratiolm international mediatigrtheproposed theme covered
newly adopted textgnd existing legislative tools that complete the lefgamework on
mediation These texts ar@) the Guide to Enactment and Use of the UNCITRAL Model Law
on International Commercial Mediation and International Settlement Agreements Resulting
from Mediation, b) the UNCITRAL Mediation Rules) the UNCITRAL Noées on Mediation

d) the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from
Mediation and, b) the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Mediation and
International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation, 20d8international
arbitration the proposed thenmvered the newly adopt&NCITRAL Expedited Arbitration
Rules and the accompanying explanatory note.

14. In addition,the LAC Day activitieshave played an important role in familiarizing
jurisdictions with the use of mediatiamd arbitratiorand ensuring that UNCITRAL legal texts

are effectively adoptedmplemented,and interpreted. Irthe 2021edition, participating
jurisdictions received halepth training on UNCITRAL texts omternational mediation and
arbitration. Experience has shown that many jurisdictions are already using the existing
UNCITRAL texts on international arbitrati®and some jurisdictions are considering adopting
the United Nations Convention on Internatibriettlement Agreements Resulting from
Mediation (New York, 2018) and/or incorporating the UNCITRAL Model Law on
International Commercial Mediation and International Settlement Agreements Resulting from
Mediation (2018)?

8 For further information, consult in this report the Highlights of the UNCITRAL LAC Day 2021

9 Partly as resultf thisseries sinc&9 January 2022 the Arbitration and Conciliation Center at the Chamber of Commerce Bogota has managed
arbitral cases under the UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rui&gs://www.centroarbitrajeconciliacion.com/en/Internatiefdditration

10 For further information, consult in this report the Highlights of the UNCITRAL LAC Day 2021.



https://www.centroarbitrajeconciliacion.com/en/International-Arbitration

) Naciones Unidas UNCITRAL LAC Imm_

=< CNUDMI

P

Topics discussed iR021LAC Day
series

Transparency in  International International Others International
ISDS Arbitration Mediation Arbitration and
Mediation

Note More than one subject area may be covered in any given &tets includes topics on UNCITRAL existing texts on
e-commerce, international sale of goods, international transport of goods and security interests. Some events covered more
than one topic.

15. Further, universities participating in this seridsave highlighted the educational

importance of the Transparency Registry, which continuesptrate asa reference on
international arbitration.

Transiarenci Reiistrﬁ Webiaie

United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
Engliah

Introduction

Respondents overview

Search disputes —~
How to submit documents @ Federal Ministry .
RIS oo Tarareny - OPEC FUND il [
Mauritius Convention on i ; ;

Transparency European -~
Donars Commission

Contact

| Belarus.

I conia .

=2 Dominican Republic.

8 curopean unica

i Guines

= waurits
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Location ad inclusivity in participation

16. In 2021, UNCITRAL LAC Dayevents were held iROjurisdictions namely Argentina,
the Bahamasgwhich includedBarbados Jamaica and Trinidad and TobagBrasil, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of)Cuba,Chile, Colombia,DominicanRepublic, EcuadorGuatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Panama, Paraguay, UruguayemerzuelgBolivarian Republic of)
Amongst these 20 jurisdictions; organized AC Day eventdor the second consecutive year
andthe 5others Cuba,Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tolettgnaed forthe
first time.

PARTICIPATING JURISDICTIONS

Uruguay Venezuela Argentina
(2 events) (1event) (5 events)
Paraguay -
(2 events) S Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica

Trinidad and Tobago
(1event)

.

Panamal

(1 evnt) /
Preevent e Brazil
UNCITRAL ASADIP+ W= (Levent)
Peru : SIECA+OAS B
(3events) in Guatemala (L event)
(1 event)
Chile
(1 event)
Mexico Colombia
(2 events) (1 event)

Cuba
(1 event)

Honduras
(4 events)

Ecuador
(2 events)

Domenican Republic
(1 event)

17. Atlarge, he LAC Day events gathed experts from jurisdictions at different stages of
economic development, thereby ensuring that diverse perspectives could be represented. More
than half of the experts speakers were academics, followed by legal practitioners, mediators,
arbitrators, poligmakers, government officials, members of the judiciary and legislators

18. Alone, he academic event launching UNCITRALAC Day was attended by 186
female,3% maleparticipants'* The UNCITRAL Secretaiat and its partnering institutions
soughtto maintain gendebalanced panelsnd will continue to do sim future editions

' Where gender breakdown was available, this pattern was broadly repeated througsetieth
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Composition of participants by
gender (approx.)

m Female
m Male
[}

Note: based on statistics provided by-@manizers where gender breakdown was available.

19.Gender parity is also realizad experts participating in LAC Day eventsicluding
panelists moderators and commentators national law

Speaker Gender Ratio

m Female

m Male

Note: based on statistics provided by-@manizers where gender breakdown was available.

Secretariat support

20. The UNCITRAL Secretaiat hassupported alLAC Day activities and will continue
to do so,in the form of live(video) presentations on UNCITRAL instruments atwatrent
developments. Where online live presentatiere not possibléehe UNCITRAL Secretaiat
deliveredtailor-made pre-recordedpresentationsand provided institutional support for the
activity. In the 2021 serieshe UNCITRAL Secretariatlso deliveredecorded presentations
(videos) on thenew textson international mediation and arbitratiohhese videos were
produced in EnglishndSpanish'? andshared withuniversitiesprior to theevents To enhance
regional accesibility ando promote multilinguism,the UNCITRAL Secretaiat and
participating experts delivered contributions English, Spanish and PortugueseThe
Secretaridis s u p p or to tran peofessesaohagge df programmes on international
mediation and arbitratigrto enhance capacitildingi n t he r egi onthe t hr ou
trainerso approach.

2 These videos were produced by UNCITR#dcretariategalofficers that provided technical support during the elaboration and adoption
of thelegislative texts on mediation and arbitration. One of the videos was recorded in English with captions in Spanishhendviie ot
recorded in English with a ppt presentation in Spanish.

10
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21. The second edition of the LADay, as the first editionadoptedan online mode of
delivery. While this format was largely dictated by ongoing COMID measureghe use of
technologyhas continued tboost participation by overcoming geographical limitations and
bypassing resource limitans associated with the organization of traditionalpeénson
activities. The format and size of events ranged from awlass lecture of 30 law students to
singular or multiday international conferences with virtual live attendanceppfox. 300
participants. Altogether, theAC Day 2021 seriessupersedgthe previous edition. The020
edition had aglobal live audience of ovet,000 participantsand some of the events were
reproduced 1,500 times in FaceBoakjile the 2021 reached a global audience 1228
synchronous participants and 2722 asyounous participants.Further some ofthe event
were reproduced isocial media accous{YouTube/Facebookdnd network of professional
bodies (i.e.: Association of Professors and LawyeYs)n light of this extended reach,
UNCITRAL LAC Days will continue toinclude online participation in addition to any in
person element.

synchronous and asynchrounous participations
3,000
2,500
2,000
1,500 —

1,000 —
500

2020 edition 2021 edition

- synchronous participation ==asynchrounous participation

Partner institutions

Partner institutions

Universities
NGOs Series1

IGOs
State Training Sch@lestries

Profesional bodies
(e.g. Chamber of Commerce, Arbitral Institutions, etc)

13 Last updated 21.01.2022
14 Statistics on viewers per eventcanfbe und i n the section fAHighlights of the UNCITRAL |

12
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22.  The success of UNCITRAL LAC Day is in no small part attributabkbé@ontiruous
support received fromall LAC Day partner institutions,including universities higher
education institutionstraining schools forGovernmentrepresentatives and diplomats
Ministriesin several countrie@mainly members of the judiciaryinternationaland regional
organizationsand profssional bodies®

23.  Asforthe first edition,he UNCITRAL LAC Day series was also generously supported
by the American Association of International Private Law (ASADM)rther, his second
edition has renewedhe supportfrom the Secretariat for Central American Economic
Integration (SIECAwith theparticipation othe Manager athe Central American Mechanism
for the Settlement of Trade Disputes (MSfZdm the Organization of American States (OAS)
with the participation ofsenior legal officer fronbepartment of International Law, Secretariat
of Legal Affairs from theSecretariat of th&lERCOSUR PermanerReview Tribunalwith

the participation of its Secretary; frothe Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCAind the
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disp(it€SID) with the participation of
senior legal counselsThis series had received the supportCaintres ofMediation and
Arbitration at Chambers of Commereehich, as partnersprovided academigrofessional,
and technical assistance.

Support towards Sustainable Development Goals ([8Gs).
@) Sevelopment GLEALS

24. TheLAC Day seriesbenefited from an active participatiohdomestic governmental
and norgovernmental stakeholdewt the short termthese academic everitave contributed
to the understandingf the benefits ofsolving international disputes through alternative
mechanisnto adversarial dispute setttlemgatrbitration and mediationOn the long term,
thisseries of evestwill be influential in establishing a standard practice of uUsSiNGCITRAL
texts to facilitatea progressive modernization aframerciallegal frameworks.

(5,

25. UNCITRAL hascontribuedtowards theachievement of the SBsby countriesn a

number of different and interrelated aréé&®uring this gries SDG16 was of particular
relevance:i Pr omot e peacef ul and inclusive societ]i
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

26. Acvities organized during this serieechoedthe 2021 CommissionReport at
recognizing the contribution of the UNCITRAL newly adotped texts on mediation and
arbitration. The 2021 Commission Report recognized thatradversarial methods, in
particular medition, are seen to be swifter and less expensive than adversarial dispute
settlement, benefiting commercial enterprises, promoting -temg and crosborder
commercial transactions, and offering States possible cost savings in administration of justice.
Micro-, small and mediursized enterprises may not have the financial resources or time to
pursue solutions through adversarial dispute settlement. Thusadvensarial dispute

15 See Annex 1 for a list ahaininstitutions.
16 For more information, please visittps://uncitral.un.org/en/about/sdg

13
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settlement, such as mediation, may be particularly suitable for MSMEs. Antiaglssen
prerequisite for an effective dispute settlement is the ability to enforce, including across borders,
an award or a settlement agreement reached through a dispute settlement mechanism or
procedure in a cogffective way. The Commissiomas further recognized that the
UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules provide for a streamlined, simplified and cost
effective procedure that preserves the fundamental principles of arbitration, such as party
autonomy and due process. The UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitraiarfes are particularly
appropriate for lowalue cases that are not overly complex and may further contribute to the
postpandemic recovery by providing a procedural option for MSMEs, which are to a large
extent familyowned or owned by womeH.

1 PEAGE. JUSTIGE 17 PARTNERSHIPS
AND STRONG FORTHE GOALS
INSTITUTIONS

Yy, ®

27. In addition, the UNCITRAL LAC Day series in itselhas contributel to the
accomplishment DG 17fPartnership for the Goals $trgnghteimglongtermpartnerships
with regional organizations active in the field of international law in the regiosm 2020 and
2021 series have counted with longstanding cooperation and sénpoihstitutionsactive

in the field of international private law (e.g. ASADIP, SIECA, OBAERCOSUR,PCA,
ICSID). In addition, theetAC Day serieshasalso builteffective pamership withGovernments,
UNDP country offices professional bodieshambers of commercandcenter of arbitration
and conciliation This series has alsaised awareness of UNCITRAL mandate to modernize
and harmonize thiaw of international trade.

The following are special highlights from each of the events of tt#021LAC Day

28.  Building on the first series, theiccess of theAC Day second editiorns reflected in

the highernumber ofparticipating universities and institutions, tinereasinglydiverse pool

of speakers, moderatoasid thelargernumbers of listeners and followeAthough theLAC

Day series focusedn UNCITRAL existing texts on mediation and arbitratieach event had

its own unique and diverse features in terms of its deliverables, topics covered, and audience
reachedAll theseevents wer@nlineandcounted with amactive participatiorirom the Chair

of UNCITRAL Working Group 1] the UNCITRAL The Secretary of UNCITRAL and
members of UNCITRALSecretariat®

29. UNCITRAL LAC Dayi Academic Preevent(Guatemala 21 October 202)

The LAC Day series asofficially launchedin this first LAC Day event, organized jointly
with UNCITRAL longstanding partners institutions in the regioa. (ASADIP, SIECA, OAS,
PCA). The theme of this event waisreating synergies among international legislative bodies
in the field of mediation andarbitratiord and was atteded by 74 listeners(mainly
representatives of the networkunfiversities organizing LAC Day evenf$)During thisevent,

17 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sevesigth Session, Supplement No.1776/17), paras 37373
18The participation was in the format of a presentation during opening or closing cerg@atrf,apaneland/or in the Q&A segmesit
19 A recorded of this eventas circulated among ASADIP, SIECA and OAS networks

14
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panelists fronpartnerorganization$ighlightedtheneedto promotecooperation andxchange
good practicesn international trade lavwrhen,the Chair of UNCITRAL Working Group |l
Mr. Andres Janahe Secretary of UNCITRAL Ms. Anna JoubiBret and legal officers Ms.
Miriana Belhagl and Marianela Bruno Pollerdighlighted UNCITRAL & working methods,
including thatinstruments are negotiatétirough an internationahnd inclusive process
involving members States of UNCITRAL, nonember Stateand invited intergovernmental
and nongovernmental organizationdJNCITRAL Secretariat legabfficers presented
overvi ew of activilegs ingeReralur@arscang themain contribution of the 2020
LAC Dayto UNCITRALO kgislative and technical assistarazivities the CLOUTsystem
and the UNinternshipprogramme In the secongart of this event, partnemstitutionsgave
testimonieson coordnationefforts towards improving the business climate in the re@ien
OAS-UNCITRAL); andonhow the UNCITRAL Rules on Expedited Arbitration inforntée
process of managingirtual hearings(Central American Mechanism for the Settlement of
Trade DisputesSIECA).

30. This eventraised awareness of UNCITRALs r ecgdrdmatianl effortdo avoid
duplication of efforts and promoting efficiency, consistency, and coherence in the unification
and harmonization of international trade law

Video of the event

31. Conference, Faculty of Law and Social SciencesUniversidad Nacional de
Paraguay (UNA), with the support of the Secretariat of Mercosur PermaneniReview
Tribunal (TPR), (Paraguay,1 and 2 November, 2021

2021 wasthe second consecutive year thiat Faculty of Law and Social SciencdsNA,
organizedtwo academic events during the LACalp which which were reproduced in
YouTube (86 viewers)The theme of these two events wanéernational mediation and
arbitrationand were supported by tisecretay of the TPR These eventgathered high level
panelists on international trade and investmentftam localuniversity, from the Permanent
Representation oParaguay tohe United Nationd/ienng from the Secretaryf theTPRand
members of UNCITRALSecretariat

32. These two eventsraised awareness ABNCITRAL existing texts on mediation and
arbitrationamong the next generation of legal thinkers, researcheddggal practitioners
from the public and private sectois emphasized the importance of harmonizing the rule
governing internationahediation inNMERCOSURmMembercountries through the adoption of
the Singapore Convention on Mediatiéh

Video of the evenbay 1andDay 2

33. Round table Towards improving the efficiency in the arbitral process:
UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules Division on International Relations, Faculty
of Law, University of BuenosAires (UBA), (Argentina, 3 November 202}

20 At the time of this event, the Convention has been signed by Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay and Uruguayan Parliament is
studying its ratification.

15
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