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What are 
UNCITRAL 

Texts?
As part of its mandate, UNCITRAL has formulated treaties, 

conventions and model legislations on a variety of subjects : 

International 
Commercial 

Arbitration & 
Mediation

International 
Transport; 

Sale of Goods

Insolvency & 
Security 
Interests

Electronic 
Commerce

Procurement 
& Public-
Private 

partnership

International 
Payments

Etc.

UNCITRAL was established by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1966, with the objective to further the 

progressive harmonization and unification of the law of 
international trade. Disparities in national trade laws are 

barriers to the free flow of trade and commerce. 



India and 
UNCITRAL 

Texts

• India has either signed or ratified, or adopted/ enacted 
/taken into consideration while enacting law, the following 
UNCITRAL Texts
• New York Convention 1958  (on recognition and 

enforcement of foreign arbitral awards)
• UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial 

Arbitration 1985
• Singapore Convention on Mediation 2018
• UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce 1996
• UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Signatures 2001
• UNCITRAL Model Law on Public Procurement 2011
• Apart from this, UNCITRAL texts have been taken into 

consideration for interpretation by Indian courts 
(Source: 
https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-
documents/uncitral/en/overview-status-table.pdf )

https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/overview-status-table.pdf


What is 
CLOUT?

• The UNCITRAL Secretariat has established a system for
collecting and disseminating information – generally, case law
abstracts and full-text judgments - on court decisions and
arbitral awards relating to UNCITRAL’s legal texts - including
Conventions and Model Laws.

• The objective is that, in interpreting and applying UNCITRAL
texts, judges and arbitrators should consider the international
origin of the law and the need to promote uniformity in its
application.

• The CLOUT database aims to further access to precedents
from the various jurisdictions that have adhered to or
implemented an UNCITRAL text.

• The database is freely available in all 6 official United Nations
languages at https://uncitral.un.org/en/case_law .

• These abstracts are publicly available for access.

https://uncitral.un.org/en/case_law


Creation of 
the CLOUT 

database

• National Correspondents: A network of National 
Correspondents, who are experts designated by States that are 
parties to UNCITRAL conventions or have enacted legislation 
based on UNCITRAL model laws, prepare abstracts of court 
decisions and arbitral awards relevant to interpretation of the 
UNCITRAL texts.

• Institutional Partners: Contributions to CLOUT can also be 
made through partnerships between the UNCITRAL secretariat 
and universities and research institutes, judicial training 
institutes and other organizations with a special interest in one 
or more areas of the work of UNCITRAL.

• Voluntary Contributors: Any individual (student, law professor 
and/or practitioner) or institution with an expertise in one or 
more UNCITRAL subject-areas is welcomed as a “Voluntary 
contributor” and to become part of the CLOUT Network, and as 
such can provide contributions to CLOUT.

• The CLOUT Steering Committee meets annually to review 
progress.



Using the 
CLOUT 

Database

• Useful for researchers/academics, lawyers and judges who
want to see how the corresponding UNCITRAL Text
provision has been interpreted in other jurisdictions i.e. a
comparative perspective

• http://www.uncitral.org/clout/index.jspx
• Available to Browse by Country or UNCITRAL TEXT

• Also searchable with keywords

http://www.uncitral.org/clout/index.jspx


Browsing by Country



Browsing by Country eg. India



Browsing by UNCTRAL Legislative Text



Browsing by UNCTRAL Legislative Text



Filtering results by: Article & Keyword



Example of an Abstract available on the CLOUT database

Relevant Article of the Text : NYC Article IV
Model Arb. Law Art 35, 36 (s. 46-48 Act)

Case Details

Citation; public link

Keywords (searchable in database)

Summary of the case -
1. Facts
2. Issue
3. Contentions 
4. Interpretation and Finding



Questions

Thank You from:

India National CLOUT Correspondents:
Gourab Banerji, Promod Nair, Senior Advocates

Ajay Thomas, George Pothan Poothicote, Sriharsha Peechara, 
Arjun Krishnan, Manisha Singh, Advocates


