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International 
Commercial 
Arbitration

International 
Commercial 
Mediation

• New York Convention
• UNCITRAL Model Law on International 

Commercial Arbitration 
• UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules
• Other instruments: 

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/arbitration

• Singapore Convention on Mediation
• UNCITRAL Model Law on International 

Commercial Mediation
• UNCITRAL Mediation Rules 
• Other instruments: 

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/mediation

UNCITRAL Arbitration and Mediation Frameworks
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UNCITRAL Arbitration Framework
https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/arbitration

Convention on the 
Recognition and 

Enforcement of Foreign 
Arbitral Awards

(New York, 1958)

UNCITRAL Model Law on International 
Commercial Arbitration

1985
with amendments
as adopted in 2006

UNCITRAL
Notes on Organizing
Arbitral Proceedings, 
adopted in 1996 and 

updated in 2016

United Nations Convention 
on Transparency in Treaty-

based Investor-State 
Arbitration

(New York, 2014)

UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules (2021)
Expedited Arbitration Rules

Rules on Transparency in Treaty-
based Investor-State Arbitration

Recommendations to assist arbitral 
institutions and other interested 

bodies with regard to arbitration 
under the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules

(as revised in 2010)

UNCITRAL Secretariat Guide on 
the Convention on the 

Recognition and Enforcement 
of Foreign Arbitral Awards

(New York, 1958)
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 

not imply  official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement 
of Foreign Arbitral Awards (1958) (New York Convention)

172 State Parties (as of 1 September 2023)
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• Adopted in 2005
• The only treaty applicable to electronic 

communications used across borders
• Several functions:

– Facilitating
– Addressing form requirements
– Increasing uniformity
– Updating and completing
– Implementing RTAs

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/ecommerce

Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in 
International Contracts (New York, 2005)
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UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration (MAL)
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Legislation based on the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration has been 
enacted in:

DISCLAIMER:
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Armenia 
Australia 
Azerbaijan 
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei
Darussalam
Cambodia
China (HKSAR and 
Macao SAR)
Fiji
Georgia
India
Iran
Japan
Jordan
Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolia
Myanmar
New Zealand

Oman
Philippines
Qatar
Republic of Korea

Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Turkmenistan

UAE
Uzbekistan

Adoption in the Asia-Pacific

Status of the Model Law (as of 1 September 2023) 
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UNCITRAL
Model Law

UNCITRAL
Arbitration Rules

Directed at at parties to a disputeat States

provides a pattern for law-makers in 
national governments to adopt as part of

their domestic legislation on arbitration

acceptable in countries with different
legal, social and economic systems

Modernizes national laws and
harmonizes them by eliminating 
disparities across jurisdictions

Purposes

Advantages

provides a comprehensive set of
procedural rules upon which potential

or actual parties to a dispute may agree
for the conduct of arbitral proceedings

arising out of their commercial relationship

UNCITRAL Model Law   vs.  UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules

https://uncitral.un.org/en/content/expedited-arbitration-rules
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How is Expedited 
Arbitration different?

There are a number of ways in which expedited arbitration rules
seek to simplify the arbitration procedure. They include the
following:

The arbitral award is to be made 
within the shortened timeframe.

Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, 
there shall be one arbitrator.

The tribunal might decide that no 
hearings shall be held, after having 
consulted the parties and in the absence 
of a request for a hearing from a party. In 
such case, the arbitration is 
conducted on the basis of documents only.

Article 1
Application of the Expedited Rules

Where parties have agreed that disputes
between them in respect of a defined
legal relationship, whether contractual or
not, shall be referred to arbitration under
the UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules
(“Expedited Rules”), then such disputes
shall be settled in accordance with the
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules as modified
by these Expedited Rules and subject to
such modification as the parties may
agree.
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UNCITRAL E-LEARNING MODULES

https://uncitral.un.org/en/onlinecourses
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Thank you!

Further information:

UNCITRAL: uncitral.un.org

RCAP: uncitral.un.org/en/TA/regionalcentre_asia_pacific

E-mail: uncitral.rcap@un.org

Subscribe to RCAP’s mailing list
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