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Economic Cooperation and Trade Division in a Nutshell
Harnessing economic cooperation and trade for the SDGs

ONE Vision: Harnessing Economic Cooperation and Trade for the SDGs

TWO Sub-programmes:
• Sub-programme 4: Economic Cooperation and Integration
• Sub-programme 6: Trade

THREE Cross-cutting Themes:
• Circular Economy and the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources
• Digital and Green Transformations
• Support for Gender Equality and Micro, Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises (MSMEs)

FOUR Sections:
• Cooperation and Partnerships Section
• Innovative Policies Development Section
• Market Access Section
• Trade Facilitation Section – Secretariat of UN/CEFACT



Commission’s cross-cutting priorities

70th session
digital and green transformations for 

sustainable development
• ECE Recommendation No. 46 with its 

implementation guidelines 

• “The Sustainability Pledge” Call to 
Action received nearly 100 pledges 
from 350 industry actors

• Reference Data Model for Sustainable 
Development and the Circular 
Economy (SDCE RDM) Project

• UN/CEFACT standards for connectivity 
and semantic interoperability

• ECE Recommendation No.43 on 
Sustainable Procurement

ECE Recommendations No.1 and 2 on UN Layout 
Key

UN/CEFACT semantic data models (e.g. SDCE 
RDM project)

UN/CEFACT White Papers:

• Verifiable Credentials for Cross Border Trade

• IoT Standards for Trade Facilitation

• Open Finance to Support Trade Facilitation

• Blockchain for Trade and the SDGs

• AI for Trade Facilitation; and others

69th session
promoting circular economy and 

sustainable use of natural resources 



About UN/CEFACT

• Simple, transparent and effective processes for global business

• Efficient and automated exchange of information

• Targeted support to SDGs 8, 12, and 17

• Nearly 50 global trade facilitation recommendations

• 950 e-Business standards and guidelines

Objectives

Key tools

Means

• Public-Private Partnership

• Over 1600 experts working on 30 active projects

• Bi-annual Forums and annual Plenary sessions 

• Four PDAs, 16 Domains



Public & Private Standard Development 
Organization’s Relationship & Working Together

 UN/CEFACT is unique among standards development organizations as it ensures interoperability and
harmonization across the entire international supply chain and all modes of transport

 Anyone can participate free of charge and all UN Members States can participate in the approval process, making
it extremely inclusive

 UN/CEFACT work is extensively referenced by partner organizations



Cooperation with other organizations 

ISO
IEC
ITU

WTO
ITC

UNCITRAL
IATA
WCO

GS1
IPCSA

PROTECT
FIATA
SMDG
DCSA

EC
DG-MOVE
DG-TAXUD
DG-MARE
DG-INTPA
DG-DIGIT

EEC
OECD



What UN/CEFACT does: example of streamlined 
standards for digital transformation

UN/CEFACT streamlined standards page UML diagram Message structure (on HTML index)

Standards supporting e-Business:

Core Component Library (CCL)
Reference Data Models (RDM)
Business Requirement
Specifications (BRS)
Core Component Document 
Assembly (CCBDA)
Code Lists (UN Recs and 
UN/EDIFACT)
UN/EDIFACT (syntax)
UN/XML (syntax)
JSON-LD



UNECE TF technical cooperation activities
Joint activities with UN Regional Commissions and other partners

• UN Development Account (UNDAs) projects ongoing

• UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation with over 160 countries (fifth edition

launched in 2023)

• EU funded project for enhancing traceability and transparency of sustainable value chains in garment and

footwear, jointly with ITC, ILO (2019-2024)

Capacity building and advisory services
• Trade facilitation technical assistance projects for transition economies

• Business Process Analysis and National Trade Facilitation Roadmaps

• Blockchain pilots for global value chains (cotton, leather, wool and cashmere) piloted in Brazil, India,

Egypt, India, Peru, Turkey, Uzbekistan; carried out in cooperation with value chain actors in Demark,

Germany, France, Italy, Switzerland and UK

• Training Material on helping MSMEs to digitalize their procedures



Key trends from UN Global Survey on Digital and 
Sustainable Trade Facilitation, 2023

• In the UNECE region, average
implementation rate of trade
facilitation improved from 76% in
2021 to 80% in 2023.

• Globally, the implementation rate
of trade facilitation improved
from 63% in 2021 to 69% in 2023.

• In the SPECA region, average
implementation rate of trade
facilitation improved from 63% in
2021 to 66% in 2023.

Source: https://www.untfsurvey.org

https://www.untfsurvey.org/


UN/CEFACT tools supporting the implementation of 
WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement

For more information: bit.ly/unglobalsurvey2023



More information and country-specific 
case studies/examples – UN TFIG



Transfer of MLETR-Compliant Titles
 UN/CEFACT Project led by Mr. Ren Yuh Kay (Singapore), under the Supply Chain

Management Domain

 Aimed at developing the framework and guidance (White Paper) on how to achieve
the requirements outlined in the MLETR for electronic transferable records, while
considering issues of reliability

 This guidance material looks at:

• How Distributed Ledger Technology could be used to facilitate title transfers of

MLETR-compliant title records (other feasible technologies may also be

considered)

• How existing UN/CEFACT deliverables could be used in this context

• Key issues to consider while creating, administering and using technologies for

electronic transferable records



UN/CEFACT upcoming events

41st UN/CEFACT Forum
2-5 October 2023
Bangkok, Thailand

29th UN/CEFACT Plenary
9-10 November 2023
Geneva, Switzerland



Thank you for your attention!

Kamola Khusnutdinova, Secretary, UN/CEFACT

Trade Facilitation Section, ECTD, UNECE

kamola.khusnutdinova@un.org

Registration for 
41st UN/CEFACT Forum 

UN/CEFACT website

mailto:kamola.khusnutdinova@un.org
https://unece.org/trade/uncefact
https://unece.org/trade/uncefact
https://unece.org/trade/uncefact
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