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Introduction

1.  This report on the UNCITRAL Latin American and Caribbean éaye LAC Days)
highlights the objectives of this series, the deliverables produced, and the outcomes achieved.

2.  First, this report provides background information on the UNCITRAL Days in general
and on the UNCITRAL Days editions. It is followed by a snapshot of the 2022 UNCITRAL
LAC Days to illustrate the regional engagement in this project and an illustrated summary of
the salient features of this edition. This report then describes each activity held and concludes
with remarks.

3. The list of participating universities and institutions arranged by jurisdiction appears in
Annex | and testimonies from partnerning institutions in their original languages appear at
Annex Il in the final pages of the report. A glossary is provided with references on acronyms.

4.  An executive summary of this report is available in English and Spanish.
Glossary

5. The following glossary may assist readers in ensuring that references to the following
acronyms are correctly understood.

a. “ASADIP” means the American Association of Private International Law;

“CENPROMYPE" meanghe Regional Center for the promotion of MSMEs in the SICA
region;

c. “Commission”stands for, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL);

d. “LAC” means the Latin American and the Caribbean region;

e. “MSME” or “MSMEs" stands for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises;

bl

“MSE” or “MSES” means, micro and smadized enterprises;

“OAS” means, the Organization of American States;

S

“OECD” means, the Organisati for Economic Co-operation and Development;

“SICA” means, the Central American Integration System;
j-  “SIECA” means, the Central American Economic Integration;
k. “UNCITRAL RCAP” means, the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific;

I.  “UNDP” means the United Nations Development Programme.
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6. Additionally, Universities mentioned in this report are referred-to as follows, by
jurisdiction:
a. In Argentina,"UBA” means Universidad de Buenos Airesand “USAL” means
Universidad del Salvador

b. In Bolivia (Plurinational State ofjJUNIVALLE” means, Universidad del Vallg

c. In the Dominican Republic;PUCMM” means Pontificia Universidad Catdlica y
Maestra

d. In Ecuador;USFQ” meansUniversidad San Francisco de Quitand“UDLA” means
Universidad de las Américas

e. In HondurasiUNAH” means Universidad Nacional Autbmoma de Hondyras

f.  In Peru,"UNMSM” meansUniversidad Nacional Mayor de San Mar¢caesd“PUCP”
meansPontificia Universidad Catolica

g. In Uruguay,“UM” means Universidad de Montevidecand “UDELAR” means
Universidad de la Republica

h. In Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)JCAB” means Universidad Catolica Andrés
Bello.

Background of the UNCITRAL Days series

7. The soealled ‘UNCITRAL Days’ are a flagship annual series of regional events that
the Secretariat of UNCITRAL co-hosts with partner institutions of higher learning (hereinafter,
‘partner institutions’).

8. Originally conceived as an annual celebration of the establishment of UNCITRAL by
United Nations General Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) on 17 December 1966, the events are
organised by the partner institutions, and they are held during the last quarter of each year, with
the support of the UNCITRAL Secretariat.

9. The UNCITRAL Days aim at increasing awareness of UNCITRAL texts generally, and
at fostering study, research and discussions by the participants on topics related to
UNCITRAL’s work. They are aimed at, and involve, young legal scholars, Law studedt
young legal professionals, i.e. the next generation of legal practitioners, academics and
policymakers, who in their respective capacities may well become essential participants in,
contributors to, and proponents of the work of UNCITRAL in the future.

10. Participation to the UNCITRAL Days is free. The activities held in their context are
academic in nature. The partner institutions who take the lead in organizing them typically
focus for each edition on an area of commercial law identified as being of significant
importance in the region, under an overarching theme suggested by and coordinated with the
UNCITRAL Secretariat.
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11. The UNCITRAL Days were first launched as a regional event in 2014 by the
UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific (RQAPhese have been known as ‘the

AP Days’. Given the success of, and increasing participation in the AP Days, an inaugural
series for Latin America and the Caribbean was launched in 2020 (‘the LAC Days’).

12. In 2020, there were 19 events in the Asia-Pacific region, with 35 partnering universities
and institutions in ten jurisdictions, and 30 events in Latin America and the Caribbean, with 34
participating universities and institutions in 16 jurisdictibis 2021, the 8th edition of the AP
days comprised 21 events in 14 jurisdictions organised by 40 partner institutions, while the
second edition of LAC Days gathered 27 universities and institutions from 20 jurisdictions and
a total of 30 online academic evefts.

13. The UNCITRAL Days in both regions have, since the first event in 2014, reached many
thousands of participants (students, professors, researchers, practitioners and, as applicable,
government officials). Many of them noted that the deliverables (lectures, presentations,
focused workshops, etc.) have had a positive impact in terms of capacity building provided to
public and private stakeholders with the ultimate result of increasing awareness of UNCITRAL
work and of international trade law issues in general. The annual UNCITRAL Days have also
led to anincreased participation to UNCITRAL’s work by States of these two regions and
assisted them in their consideration of adopting UNCITRAL texts.

A Series for Latino America and the Caribbean

14. The UNCITRAL Days has been a success, which led to it being replicated in Africa and
beyond? At its fifty-sixth session of the Commission in 2022, the Commission noted with
interest the further expansion of engagement with academic partners, geared towards young
researchers and practitioners in international trade law, including the UNCITRAL Asia-Pacific
Days, the UNCITRAL Latin American and Caribbean Days and the forthcoming UNCITRAL
Days in Africa, the Commission noted that reports on the UNCITRAL Days observed in 2021
were available on its website.

1 The theme of the 2020 series raised awareness of the UNCITRAL legislativerwioakigparency in treaty-based
Investor-State Arbitration. Thus, the financial support of the Eurofeamission, the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the OPEC Fund fopémation of the Transparency Registry was
gratefully acknowledged in most of the activities part of the first edggrmhsome of the activities part of the second edition.
2The theme of the 2021 series raised awareness of the UNCITRAL legislativerviotkrmational commercial mediation
and arbitration.

3 See the UNCITRALSecretariat's 202 Report on the UNCITRAL Days in Africa inaugural series.

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-Seven Session, SeppNm 17 (A/77/17), para. 259.
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2022 Theme

15. Micro and small enterprises, together with medium-sized enterprises are the backbone of
many economies worldwide. They account for most of the industrial fabric and create the
majority of jobs in LAC. They are highly varied in nature and size, however they broadly share
similar characteristics, such as:
i) their relatively small size;
i) the disproportionate impact on them of burdensome regulatory hurdles
iii) a common reliance on family and friends for loans or risk-sharing;
iv) frequent inability to partition assets, so business failure often means that
personal assets are also lost;
v) vulnerability to financial distress; and
vi) difficulty in transferring or selling a business and in profiting from both tangible
and intangible assets.

16. Because of those shared features, micro and small enterprises face legal obstacles through
their life cycle ranging from complex norms concerning incorporation to lengthy procedures
for business registration, difficulties in access to credit and lack of faster, simpler, accessible
and affordable insolvency procedures.

17. In recognition of the importance role that micro and small enterprises (MSESs) play in
many economies worldwide; and in the LAC region, and also in light of the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on MSEs, the theme for the LAC Day 2022 “Wasenabling legal
environment for micro and small enterprises (MSEs) such as simplified incorporationssusine
registration, access to credit, insolvency, including in the context of crises (e.g. COVID-19)

18. During its 55th session, the Commission had stated that the impact of the pandemic on
international trade law was still significant and that UNCITRAL instruments could support
States in developing effective policy and legislative responses as well as contractual parties in
developing contractual responses in the event of unforeseen global crises, to minimize
disruption to trade, business and investment as well as in the recovery efforts thereafter.
The LAC DAY activities contributed to the discussion and analysis on which UNCITRAL texts
—included in the proposed theme for 2022 LAC DAY - could be useful to assist MSMEs in a
crisis (e.g. COVID-19).

19. Activities in this edition of the UNCITRAL LAC Days 2022 contributed to familiarize
the region with how existing UNCITRAL legal texts address legal obstacles and support MSEs
throughout their lifecyclé:

a) On a limited liability organization (the Legislative Guide on Limited Liability
Enterprises);

5 The theme of this series promoted the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on LimitédityidEnterprises; the Legislative
Guide on Key Principles of a Business Registry; the UNCITRAL Model Law oar8e Transactions, and the UNCITRAL
Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law. Part five: Insolvency Law for mictbsamall enterprises. In addition, this series
promoted discussions on the exploratory work on the impact of CQ¥Ibn international trade.



P

R
‘\’\'ﬂ
i)

aciones Unidas UNCITRAL LAC DAYZX)22Report

S22 CNUDMI

b) On streamlined and simplified registration procedures for business (the
Legislative Guide on Key Principles of a Business Registry);

c) On facilitating access to credit (The UNCITRAL Model Law on Secured
Transactions); and,

d) Oninsolvency law for MSEs (the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Insolvency
Law. Part five: Insolvency law for micro-and small enterprises).

2022 UNCITRAL LAC Days

20. The UNCITRAL LAC Days 2022 was the third edition of this series. Building upon
the success of the previous editions, this edition counted a total of 31 academic events
organized in 20 countries in Latino America and the Caribbean, including English, Spanish and
Portuguese speaking countries. These events were organized by 30 universities, with the
support of 32 institutions of higher learning from this region and international and regional
organizations active in international tretle.

Participating jurisdictions and universities

21. In total, the 2022, UNCITRAL LAC Days were held in 20 jurisdictions, namely:
Argentina (2 events), Barbados (which included Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago) (1 event),
Brazil (1 event), Bolivia (Plurinational State of) (1 event), Cuba (1 event), Chile (2 events),
Colombia (2 events), Dominican Republic (1 event), Ecuador (2 events), El Salvador (1 event),
Guatemala (1 event), Honduras (5 events), Mexico (3 events), Nicaragua (1 event), Peru
(2 events), Panama (1 event), Uruguay (2 events) and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
(1 event). Amongst these 20 jurisdictions, Nicaragua and El Salaitended for the first

time (See, snapshot in figure below).

LAC Days No. of Participating Universities Participating

Edition events Jurisdictions institutions®
2020 20 16 34 58
2021 30 20 27 67
2022 31 20 30 32

22.  The contribution of all of the institutions hosting sessions was most welcome and
appreciated, as well as the support of relevant counterparts, including national counterparts,
which has made it possible for the variety of events to take place across 20 countries, taking
also into account the occasional technical challenges.

6 See the list of participating universities and institutions in annexntimber of jurisdictions increased between the first
and the second edition and remained constant in the thirdre¢fitom 16 to 20). The numbers of universities participating
and of events held remained broadly constant between 2020 22&d 20

7 This is the first time that the event in El Salvador was organised Imatiomal authority on MSME, with the support of
the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Ministry of Economy.

8 Participating institutions include regional organisations, chambemnoierce, professional bodies such as

Bar associations, mediation and arbitration centres, and others.
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2022 UNCITRAL LAC Days: Snapshot

Seriesl
. Barbados, Jamaica &Trinidad and Tobago 8
Mexul;o " (3 Panama Number of even_t(s): 1
L;r:n uZ”e) sevlj}:egs')é anish Number of event(s):1 Langu_age: Engien
Partgi;ci gngs)(a rox )980 Language(s) used: Spanis  Participants (approx.): 68
P PProx.): Participants (approx.):77
Cuba
EI Satl,"ad‘f" " Nicaragua Number of event(s)t
Guatemala . umber of even .(f])‘ Number of event(s):1 Language: Spanish
Number of event(s):1 Language: Spanis Language(s) used: Spanish  Participants (approx.): 4
Language(s) used: Spar  Participants (approx..): 100 papicipants (approx.): 47
Participants (approx.): 1. -
’ Dominican Republic o
Honduras < Number of event (s): 1 Venezupla (Bolivarian
Number of event(s): 5 Language: Spanish Republic of)
Language(s) used: Spanish ) Participants (approx..): 132 Number of event (s): 1
Participants (approx.): 81 Language: Spanish
i Participants (approx..): 30
Brazil
Ecuador Number of event (s): 1
Number of event(s):2 . ¢ / Language : Portugués
Language(s) used: Spanish Participants (approx.): 43 Uruguay
Particinants (aonorox.): 467 Number of event (s):2
: . Language: Spanish
. A Argentina .y .
Colombia . Number of event (s):2 Participants (approx..): 169
Number of event(s):2 A < Language: Spanish
Language(s) used: Spanish Participants (approx.): 30

Participants (approx.): 45

Peru

Number of event(s):2
Language(s) used: Spanish
Participants (approx.): 205

Chile

Number of event(s):2
Language(s) used: Spanish
Participants :(approx.): 108

Powered by Bing
© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, OpenStreetMap, TomTam, Zenrin
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NUMBER OF EVENTS PER JURISCTIONS

Peru
(2 events)

Argentina
szrg\?gnaé (2 events)
Panama _
(1 eventJ Bart_Jados, Jamaica &
Venezuela Trinidad and Tobago

(1 ewart
Brazil
(1 event)

— — Pre-event Bolivia
Nicaragua § UNCITRAL (1 event)
(1 event) | ASADIP+

SIECA+OAS
in Guatemala

Colombia
(2 event)

Mexico
(3 events) Cuba
(1 event)
El Salvador
(1 event)
Honduras A Domenican Republic
— (1 event)

(5 events)

Ecuador

(2 events) >

Institutions participating in the UNCITRAL LAC Days, 2022

23.  The success of the UNCITRAL LAC Days generally is largely attributable to the
continuous support received from all LAC Days partner institutions, including universities,
higher education institutions, training schools for Government representatives and diplomats,
Ministries in several countries, international and regional organisations, and professional
bodies®

24.  As was the case in its first edition, the UNCITRAL LAC Days series was generously
supported by ASADIP in 2022. Further, this third edition has renewed the support from the
Secretariat of SIECA with the participation of CENPROMYPE; from the OAS with the
participation of its Secretariat of Legal Affairs, Department of International Law; from the
OECD with the participation of the Division for Latino America and the Caribbean, from the
World Bank with the participation of the Finance, Competitiveness & Innovation Global
Practice, Debt Resolution and Insolvency Department, and from UNDP through the Office of
the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Peru. This series further received the support of

9 See Annex 1 for a list of main institutions.
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UNCITRAL LAC Days— Academic Preevent

UNCITRAL LAC Days PanamaSchool of Law, University of Panama
UNCITRAL LAC Days Cuba- School of Law, University La Habana
UNCITRAL LAC DaysArgentina- Facultad de Ciencias Juridicas,
Universidad del Salvador

UNCITRAL LAC Days Uruguay Facultad de Derecho, Universidad de
Montevideo

UNCITRAL LAC Days Ecuador Faculty of Law, Universidad de las
Americas

UNCITRAL LAC Days Peru Instituto de Estudios Internacionales,
Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Peru

UNCITRAL LAC Days Ecuador Colegio de Jurisprudencia,

Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ)

UNCITRAL LAC DaysMeéxico - Consultoria Juridica de la Secretaria de
Relaciones Exteriores de México, Universidad Anahuac and Universidad
Auténoma de Querétaro

UNCITRAL LAC Days Nicaragua Departamento de Ciencias Juridicas,
Facultad de Humanidades, Universidad Cemueréicana (UCA)
UNCITRAL LAC Days Chile- Facultad de Derecho de la Pontificia
Universidad Catolica de Chile

UNCITRAL LAC Days Republica DominicarRUCMM, Escuela de
Derecho del Campus de Santo Domingo, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica
Madre y Maesa (PUCMM)

UNCITRAL LAC DaysBolivia - carreras de derecho y ciencias juridicas
y de ciencias empresariales, Universidad Privada del Valle (UNIVALLE)
UNCITRAL LAC Days Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago
Faculty of Law, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus
UNCITRAL LAC Days Colombia Universidades de los Andes y
Externado

UNCITRAL LAC Days PeraFacultad de Derecho y Ciencias Politicas
de la Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos (UNMSM)
UNCITRAL LAC Days HondurasMaestria en Derecho Mercantil,
Facultad de Ciencias Juridicas, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de
Honduras (UNAH)

UNCITRAL LAC Days Brasil- Universidad Federal Espirito Santo
(UFES)

UNCITRAL LAC Days El Salvador - Direccion de Relaciones
Econdmicas del Ministerio de Relaciones de El Salvador y la Comision
Nacional de la Micro y Pequefias Empresa (CONAMYPE), Ministerio de
Economia y Universidades en El Salvador

UNCITRAL LAC Days Argentina- Departamento de Derecho
Econdmico y Empresarial, Direccién de Relaciones Internacionales,
Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA)
UNCITRAL LAC Days Venezuela - Universidad Monte Avila
UNCITRAL LAC Days Chile-UC - Universidad de Chile

UNCITRAL LAC Days Uruguay- Facultad de Derecho, Universidad de
la Republica
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Héctor Eduardo Alies Rivas
Director, Escuela de Derecho del Campus de Santo Domingo




